BOROUGH OF METUCHEN COUNCIL MINUTES
October 7, 2024
7:30 PM

The Regular Meeting of the Borough Council was held in the Council Chambers of Borough Hall on
October 7, 2024. The Meeting was called to order at 7:30 p.m. by Council President Delia.

Adequate Notice of this meeting has been given in accordance with the Open Public Meeting Act,
pursuant to Public Law 1975, Chapter 231. Said notice was published in the Home News Tribune on
December 19, 2023, posted in Borough Hall, and on file in the Clerk’s Office. All requirements of the
Open Public Meetings Act have been satisfied.

Council President Delia acknowledged the tragic events that took place in Israel one year ago. He asked
for a moment of silence to remember all who have been affected, to reflect on the lives lost, and the
hope for peace and healing for all.

Council President Delia invited members of Girl Scout Troop 80808 to lead the Pledge of Allegiance.
Roll Call

Council President Delia asked for a call. Present were Councilmembers Branch, Giamboi, Hyman, and
Council President Delia. Councilmembers Jethwani and Kandel were absent, as was Mayor Busch. Also
present were Attorney Michelle Yang (attending in place of Borough Attorney Denis Murphy), Borough
Administrator Melissa Perilstein, and Borough Clerk Deborah Zupan.

Agenda Session

Councilmember Giamboi made a motion to open the Agenda Session, second by Councilmember
Branch, with all in favor, motion carried, 4-0.

With no action taken, Councilmember Giamboi made a motion to close the Agenda Session, second by
Councilmember Branch, with all in favor, motion carried, 4-0.

Public Comment

Council President Delia opened Public Comment to any members of the public wishing to speak.
Seeing no one wishing to speak, Council President Delia closed the Public Comment.

Borough Council Meeting Minutes

Councilmember Giamboi made a motion to approve Borough Council Meeting Minutes of August 12,
2024, second by Councilmember Branch. With all in favor, motion carried, 4-0.

Communications Consent Agenda — Items A — C

Councilmember Giamboi made a motion to approve Communications Consent Agenda items A - C,
second by Councilmember Branch, with all in favor, motion carried, 4-0.

A. Receive and Accept Arts Council Meeting Minutes of July 15, 2024 and August 19, 2024
B. Receive and Approve Block Party-Street Closing for Myrtle Avenue on October 12, 2024
C. Receive and Approve Block Party-Street Closing for Spear Street on October 26, 2024

Ordinances — Public Hearing

Ord. 2024-22 ORDINANCE OF THE BOROUGH OF METUCHEN AUTHORIZING
THE CONVEYANCE OF A TEMPORARY ACCESS AND
CONSTRUCTION EASEMENT TO THE STATE OF NEW JERSEY FOR
A PORTION OF METUCHEN PROPERTY KNOWN AS BLOCK 26
LOT 67 ON THE OFFICIAL TAX MAP OF THE BOROUGH OF
METUCHEN
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Councilmember Giamboi asked that Ordinance 2024-22 be read by title only.

Ms. Zupan read Ordinance 2024-22 by title only.

Council President Delia opened the public hearing on Ordinance 2024-22.

Seeing no one wishing to speak, Council President Delia closed the public hearing.

Councilmember Giamboi made a motion to pass Ordinance 2024-22 on second reading and be published
according to law, second by Councilmember Branch.

Council President Delia asked for a roll call vote.

Roll Call: Yeas: Branch, Giamboi, Hyman, Delia
Nays: None

Ordinance 2024-22 was adopted, 4-0.

ORDINANCE 2024-22

Borough of Metuchen
County of Middlesex
State of New Jersey

ORDINANCE OF THE BOROUGH OF METUCHEN AUTHORIZING THE CONVEYANCE
OF ATEMPORARY ACCESS AND CONSTRUCTION EASEMENT TO THE STATE OF NEW
JERSEY FOR A PORTION OF METUCHEN PROPERTY KNOWN AS BLOCK 26 LOT 67 ON

THE OFFICIAL TAX MAP OF THE BOROUGH OF METUCHEN

WHEREAS, by way of correspondence dated June 28, 2024, the Department of Transportation of
the State of New Jersey offered to purchase from the Borough of Metuchen a temporary construction
easement for a portion of Metuchen property known as Block 26, Lot 67 on the Official tax map of the
Borough of Metuchen; and

WHEREAS, in lieu of proceeding under the Eminent Domain Act (N.J.S.4. 20:3-1, et seq.), the
New Jersey Department of Transportation ("NJDOT") has offered to purchase the temporary construction
easement upon property owned by the Borough of Metuchen and designated on the Borough’s tax maps
as Block 26 Lot 67 (the “Property”) for Three thousand Dollars ($3,000.00) for the Grove Avenue Bridge
Over Port Reading Railroad Project; and

WHEREAS, NJDOT has provided an appraisal report completed by Meehan Valuation with its
offer supporting a fair-market valuation of $3,000 for the Property, which the Borough Assessor has
reviewed and has determined to be acceptable; and

WHEREAS, the portion of the Property for which an easement is sought is less than one acre
(0.08 acres) in size and is approximately four hundred sixty-four (464) square feet; and

WHEREAS, the Property is not needed for Borough purposes for the proposed term of the
temporary construction easement; and

WHEREAS, based upon the Borough Tax Assessor’s review and evaluation, the Mayor and
Borough Council have determined that the price offered by the State is fair and equitable consideration
for the purchase of the conveyance of a Temporary Construction Easement on the Property and the
Borough desires to sell and convey a Temporary Construction Easement on the Property to NJDOT
voluntarily by way of agreement in order to realize a greater benefit for the Borough and avoid litigation
under the Eminent Domain Act.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of
Metuchen that it hereby authorizes the conveyance of a temporary construction easement on Borough

property designated on the tax map as Block 26, Lot 67 to the State of New Jersey for Three Thousand
Dollars ($3,000.00) for the Grove Avenue Bridge Over Port Reading Railroad Project; and
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BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED that the Mayor, Borough Clerk and all other Borough employees
and officials are hereby authorized to execute any and all documents necessary and to take all action
necessary to effectuate the within Ordinance, including but not limited to the execution of a Temporary
Construction Easement, consistent with the terms and conditions of this Ordinance in a form acceptable
to the Mayor and Borough Administrator; and

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED by the Mayor and Council that if any section, subsection,
paragraph, sentence, clause or phrase of this Ordinance shall be declared invalid for any reason
whatsoever, such decision shall not affect the remaining portions of this Ordinance, which shall continue
in full force and effect, and to this end, the provisions of this Ordinance are hereby declared to be
severable; and

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED by the Mayor and Council that all prior ordinances, or sections
of ordinances, inconsistent with the within ordinance are hereby repealed; and.

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED this Ordinance shall take effect upon final passage and
publication according to law.

Ord. 2024-23 ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING A SPECIAL EMERGENCY
APPROPRIATION UNDER THE AUTHORITY OF N.J.S. 40A:4-53 FOR
THE PREPARATION OF A MASTER PLAN BY THE BOROUGH OF
METUCHEN

Councilmember Giamboi asked that Ordinance 2024-23 be read by title only.

Ms. Zupan read Ordinance 2024-23 by title only.

Council President Delia opened the public hearing on Ordinance 2024-23.

Seeing no one wishing to speak, Council President Delia closed the public hearing.

Councilmember Giamboi made a motion to pass Ordinance 2024-23 on second reading and be published
according to law, second by Councilmember Branch.

Council President Delia asked for a roll call vote.

Roll Call: Yeas: Branch, Giamboi, Hyman, Delia
Nays: None

Ordinance 2024-23 was adopted, 4-0.

ORDINANCE 2024-23

Borough of Metuchen
County of Middlesex
State of New Jersey

ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING A SPECIAL EMERGENCY APPROPRIATION UNDER THE
AUTHORITY OF N.J.S. 40A:4-53 FOR THE PREPARATION OF A MASTER PLAN BY THE
BOROUGH OF METUCHEN

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Metuchen, County of Middlesex, State of
New Jersey, (not less than two-thirds of all members thereof affirmatively concurring) that pursuant to
N.J.S. 40A:4-53, 40:55D-28 $200,000.00 is hereby appropriated for the preparation of a master plan and
shall be deemed a special emergency appropriation as defined and provided for in N.J.S 40A:4-55.

WHEREAS, the authorization to finance the appropriation shall be provided for in the 2025
Municipal Budget and succeeding annual budgets by the inclusion of at least 1/5 of the amount authorized
pursuant to this act (N.J.S. 40A:4-55).

NOW THEREFOR BE IT ORDAINED by the Mayor and Council that this ordinance shall
become effective immediately upon final passage and publication as provided by law.
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Ordinance - Amendment

Ord. 2024-24 ORDINANCE TO SET THE MINIMUM AND MAXIMUM WAGE
RANGES FOR CERTAIN BOROUGH EMPLOYEES, AMENDING
ORDINANCE 2024-10

Councilmember Giamboi asked that Ordinance 2024-24 be read by title only.

Ms. Zupan read Ordinance 2024-24 by title only.

Council President Delia opened the public hearing on Ordinance 2024-24.

Seeing no one wishing to speak, Council President Delia closed the public hearing.

Councilmember Giamboi noted that Ordinance 2024-24 had been amended and made a motion to

introduce amended Ordinance 2024-24, second by Councilmember Branch, with all in favor, motion

carried 4-0.

Councilmember Giamboi asked that amended Ordinance 2024-24 be read by title only.

Ms. Zupan read amended Ordinance 2024-24 by title only.

Councilmember Giamboi made a motion that amended Ordinance 2024-24 be taken up on first reading,

published according to law, and a public hearing be set down for Monday, October 28, 2024, second by

Councilmember Branch. Council President Delia asked for a roll call vote.

Roll Call: Yeas: Branch, Giamboi, Hyman, Delia
Nays: None

Amended Ordinance 2024-24 was passed on first reading, 4-0 and will be published according to law.

Ordinance — Introduction

Ord. 2024-25 ORDINANCE AMENDING THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF
METUCHEN CREATING CHAPTER 77 ENTITLED, “TREE REMOVAL
AND REPLACEMENT” ADOPTING THE NJDEP MANDATED
REGULATIONS FOR TREE REMOVAL AND REPLACEMENT AND
AMENDING ARTICLE 1 ENTITLED, “TITLE; PURPOSE;
DEFINITIONS”; ARTICLE 11 ENTITLED, “MAJOR SUBDIVISION
APPLICATIONS”; ARTICLE 13 ENTITLED, “MAJOR SITE PLAN
APPLICATIONS”; ARTICLE 23 ENTITLED, “SUPPLEMENTARY
REGULATIONS”; ARTICLE 26 ENTITLED, “SUBDIVISION
DEVELOPMENT STANDARDS”; AND, ARTICLE 46 ENTITLED,
“TREE STANDARDS” IN CHAPTER 110 ENTITLED “LAND
DEVELOPMENT” CONCERNING TREE STANDARDS AND
REMOVING TREE REMOVAL AND REPLACEMENT STANDARDS

Councilmember Giamboi. asked that Ordinance 2024-25 be read by title only.

Ms. Zupan read Ordinance 2024-25 by title only.

Councilmember Giamboi moved that Ordinance 2024-25 be passed on first reading, published according
to law, and a public hearing be set down for Monday, October 28, 2024, second by Councilmember
Branch.

Council President Delia asked for a roll call vote.

Roll Call: Yeas: Branch, Giamboi, Hyman, Delia
Nays: None

Ordinance 2024-25 was passed on first reading, 4-0 and will be published according to law.
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Report of the Borough Administrator

No report.

Reports of Council Members

Council President Delia reported the MDA’s Metuchen Pops event went very well, featuring several live art
demonstrations and drawing a lot of people to the downtown. He noted that the Traffic and Transportation
Committee would be meeting that week. As Councilmember Kandel was absent, Council President Delia
provided an update on the Fire Department’s annual open house and mentioned a grant benefitting the
Colonial Cemetery. He noted that the Pool Commission would be meeting that week. On behalf of
Councilmember Jethwani, Council President Delia reposted on upcoming Library programs and thanked all
who came out for the Library’s annual book sale.

Councilmember Hyman reported that the Parade Commission was busy planning the Winter Festival Parade,
to be held December 1 at4:00 p.m. The Tree Lighting will immediately follow the Parade, weather permitting,
and there will be entertainment on the Plaza. She noted that the Commission was also working to plan the
Menorah lighting later in December. Councilmember Hyman also reported that the Board of Health was
sponsoring an event with the Andreas Foundation on October 15, honoring Pregnancy and Infant Loss
Remembrance Day. She noted the CARES Committee would be presenting upcoming programs on bullying
at Edgar Middle School and an addiction program at Metuchen High School, and that they were planning
next year’s Project Graduation.

Councilmember Giamboi mentioned that Shae Russo Hulse, a graduate of Metuchen High School, recently
wrote a book called ‘“The White Wolf’s Wrath.” She said that the Shade Tree Commission was working with
DPW to discuss tree planting, tree maintenance, and tree removal when necessary. Councilmember Giamboi
provided an update on recent Senior Center activities and classes. Finally, she asked that residents consider
donated food to the First presbyterian Church Food Pantry.

Councilmember Branch reported on recent Arts Council events including the successful Middlesex County
Jazz Festival and the International Dance Day celebration, and noted that there would be a ‘Paint-Out’ at

Tommy’s Pond that coming weekend. He thanked all those who volunteered to make these events possible.

New Business Consent Agenda — Resolutions 2024-253 to 2024-264

Councilmember Giamboi made a motion to approve New Business Consent Agenda Resolutions 2024-
253 to 2024-264, second by Councilmember Branch, with all in favor, motion carried, 4-0.

RESOLUTION 2024-253

GOVERNING BODY CERTIFICATION OF THE ANNUAL AUDIT

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:5-4 requires the governing body of every local unit to have made
an annual audit of its books, accounts, and financial transactions; and

WHEREAS, the Annual Report of Audit for the year 2023 has been filed by a Registered
Municipal Accountant with the Borough Clerk pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:5-6, and a copy has been
received by each member of the governing body; and

WHEREAS, R.S. 52:27BB-34 authorizes the Local Finance Board of the State of New Jersey
to prescribe reports pertaining to the local fiscal affairs; and

WHEREAS, the Local Finance Board has promulgated N.J.A.C. 5:30-6.5, a regulation requiring
that the governing body of each municipality shall by resolution certify to the Local Finance Board of
the State of New Jersey that all members of the governing body have reviewed, as a minimum, the
sections of the annual audit entitled “Comments and Recommendations;” and

WHEREAS, the members of the governing body have personally reviewed as a minimum the
Annual Report of Audit, and specifically the sections of the Annual Audit entitled “Comments and
Recommendations, as evidenced by the group affidavit form of the governing body attached hereto; and

WHEREAS, such resolution of certification shall be adopted by the Governing Body no later
than forty-five days after the receipt of the annual audit, pursuant to N.J.A.C. 5:30-6.5; and
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WHEREAS, all members of the governing body have received and have familiarized
themselves with, at least, the minimum requirements of the Local Finance Board of the State of New
Jersey, as stated aforesaid and have subscribed to the affidavit, as provided by the Local Finance Board;
and

WHEREAS, failure to comply with the regulations of the Local Finance Board of the State of
New Jersey may subject the members of the local governing body to the penalty provisions of R.S.
52:27BB-52, to wit:

R.S. 52:27BB-52: A local officer or member of a local governing body who, after a
date fixed for compliance, fails or refuses to obey an order of the director (Director
of Local Government Services), under the provisions of this Article, shall be guilty
of a misdemeanor and, upon conviction, may be fined not more than one thousand
dollars ($1,000.00) or imprisoned for not more than one year, or both, in addition
shall forfeit his office.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Borough Council of the
Borough of Metuchen hereby states that it has complied with N.J.A.C. 5:30-6.5 and does hereby submit
a certified copy of this resolution and the required affidavit to said Board to show evidence of said
compliance.

RESOLUTION 2024-254

RESOLUTION APPROVING ADOPTION OF THE CORRECTIVE ACTION PLAN
FOR ANNUAL AUDIT

WHEREAS, the Annual Report of Audit for the year 2023 was filed with the
Municipal Clerk pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:5 on October 4, 2024; and

WHEREAS, the Governing Body have personally reviewed, as a minimum, the
Annual Report of Audit, and specifically the sections of the Annual Audit entitled
"Findings and Recommendations," have signed the group affidavit form, and adopted the
resolution of certification; and

WHEREAS, the CFO has filed the attached Corrective Action Plan pursuant to
N.J.S.A 40A: 5; and

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:5 requires the Governing Body to adopt by resolution
the Corrective Action Plan within 60 days of receipt of audit.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the
Borough of Metuchen that the Corrective Action Plan is hereby approved.

RESOLUTION 2024-255

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING BID AWARD FOR 2024 ROAD PROGRAM

WHEREAS, thirteen (13) bids were received by the Borough Clerk, Borough Engineer, Qualified
Purchasing Agent, and Borough Administrator on or before September 26, 2024, for the 2024 Road Program
for the Borough of Metuchen: and

WHEREAS, the Borough Council has reviewed the letter of recommendation made by the Borough
Engineer on said bid, dated September 30, 2024; and

WHEREAS, the maximum amount of award for the 2024 Road Program is $934,398.00 for various
roads to include Grove Avenue, Rose Street and Newman Street. Funds are available in the 2024 Capital
Bond Ordinance 2024-11 as certified by the Chief Finance Officer. Sufficient funds are designated from
Capital Bond Ordinance 2024-11, Account C-04-55-944-014 in the amount of $606,980.00 and C-04-55-
944-015 in the amount of $327,418.00 for a total award in the amount of nine hundred thirty four thousand
three hundred ninety eight dollars and no cents ($934,398.00).
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of Metuchen,
County of Middlesex, State of New Jersey that the contract for the 2024 Road Program be and the same is
hereby awarded to the lowest responsible bidder, P & A Construction, Inc., P.O. Box 28, Colonia, NJ 07067.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor and the Borough Clerk are hereby authorized and
directed to execute the contract for the same; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the certified check or bid bond of the successful bidder and
the next lowest bidders be returned upon the receipt of a fully executed contract and other required documents
to:

1. Top Line Construction., 22 Fifth Street, Somerville, NJ 08876
2. Reivax Contracting Corp., 165 River Road, Flemington, NJ 08822
3. Lucas Brothers Inc., 80 Amboy Road, Morganville, NJ 07751

RESOLUTION 2024-256

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING EMERGENCY APPROPRIATIONS FOR SPECIAL
EMERGENCY - PREPARATION OF A MASTER PLAN — NJS 4A:4-53, 54, 55.1 AND 55.13

WHEREAS, it has been found necessary to make an Emergency Appropriation to meet certain
extraordinary expenses incurred, or to be incurred, by the preparation of a Master Plan for the Borough of
Metuchen: and

WHEREAS, N.J.S. 40A:4-55 provides that it shall be lawful to make such appropriation, which
appropriation to finance the same shall be provided for in succeeding annual budgets by the inclusion of an
appropriation of at least one-fifth of the amount authorized pursuant to this act.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by not less than two-thirds of all governing body
members affirmatively concurring that in accordance with the provisions of N.J.S. 40A:4-55

1. An emergency appropriation is hereby made for the preparation of a master plan in the total
amount of two hundred thousand dollars and no cents ($200,000.00).

2. That the emergency appropriation shall be provided for in the budgets of the next succeeding
years by the inclusion of not less than forty thousand dollars and no cents ($40,000.00).

3. That the statement required by the Local Finance Board has been filed with the Clerk and a copy
will be transmitted to the Director of the Division of Local Government Services.

4. That two (2) certified copies of this resolution will be filed with the Director of the Division of
Local Government Services; however, no approval is required from the Division.

RESOLUTION 2024-257

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE AWARD OF A PROFESSIONAL SERVICES
CONTRACT TO LRK - MASTER PLAN

WHEREAS, the Borough of Metuchen acquired the services of a Borough Planner as a fair and
open contract pursuant to the provisions of N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.5; and

WHEREAS, Requests for Qualifications for Professional Planner services for the Borough of
Metuchen were received by the Borough on December 22, 2023; and

WHEREAS, by way of Resolution No. 2024-25, the Borough of Metuchen awarded a contract for
Borough Planner to LRK, Inc. for the calendar year 2024 at a cost not to exceed thirty-five thousand
dollars ($35,000.00); and

WHEREAS, the Borough of Metuchen has identified the need for professional planning services
for preparation of a Master Plan pursuant to the provisions of N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.5; and
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WHEREAS, LRK, Inc. submitted a proposal dated August 15, 2024, to the Borough to render
professional planning services for the preparation of a Master Plan Reexamination Report, a strategic
update of the Land Use Plan Element including a Vision Plan and a Climate-Related Hazard Vulnerability
Assessment for a cost not to exceed one hundred ninety two thousand dollars and no cents ($192,000.00);
and

WHEREAS, the proposal was reviewed and evaluated, and it is the recommendation of the
Borough Administrator that a contract for professional planning services for the preparation of a Master
Plan Reexamination Report, a strategic update of the Land Use Plan Element including a Vision Plan and
a Climate-Related Hazard Vulnerability Assessment be awarded to LRK, Inc. of Philadelphia,
Pennsylvania consistent with the proposal submitted; and

WHEREAS, the Council of the Borough of Metuchen have reviewed the proposal and have
determined it is in the best interest of Metuchen to award a contract to LRK, Inc. of Philadelphia,
Pennsylvania to render professional planning services for the preparation of a Master Plan; and

WHEREAS, the cost for the proposed services shall not exceed one hundred ninety two thousand
dollars and no cents ($192,000.00) without further approval by the Mayor and Borough Council; and

WHEREAS, this contract is awarded as a “fair and open contract” pursuant to and in accordance
with the Local Unit Pay-to-Play Law; and

WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer's Certification of Funds has certified that there will be
sufficient funds for such contract and will be made available and will be designated from the next five
years (2025-2029) Adopted Budgets as a special emergency, as authorized by N.J.S. 40A:5-55, pursuant
to Ordinance 2024-23.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Borough Council of the Borough of
Metuchen as follows:

1. The Mayor and Borough Clerk are hereby authorized and directed to execute an agreement
with the firm of LRK Inc., 217 Nassau Street, Princeton, New Jersey 08542 in an amount
not to exceed one hundred ninety two thousand dollars and no cents ($192,000.00) for
a Master Plan.

2. This contract is awarded as a fair and open "Professional Service" in accordance with
N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.4.

3. Notice of this action shall be printed once in The Home News Tribune.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor and Borough officials and employees are hereby
authorized to take all necessary actions in order to effectuate the terms and provisions of this Resolution,
including but not limited to the execution of an Agreement in the form acceptable in contents by the Mayor
and Council President.

RESOLUTION 2024-258

RESOLUTION AMENDING THE AWARD OF THE PROFESSIONAL ARCHITECTURAL
SERVICES CONTRACT WITH H2M ARCHITECTS AND ENGINEERS FOR THE
SCHEMATIC DESIGN PHASE AND AWARDING AND AUTHORIZING THE
IMPLEMENTATION OF THE AMENDED DESIGN DEVELOPMENT/CONTRACT
DOCUMENTS AND BIDDING/CONSTRUCTION ADMINISTRATION PHASES FOR THE
EMERGENCY SERVICES/FIRE STATION PROJECT

WHEREAS, the Borough of Metuchen has a need for professional architectural consultant
services to assist the Borough with the Emergency Services/Fire Station Project; and

WHEREAS, said services are of the nature of a professional service pursuant to N.J.S.4. 40A:11-
5(1)(a)(i), and, therefore, a contract for the services may be negotiated and awarded by the Borough
without public advertising for bids and bidding therefore; and
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WHEREAS, said services are of the type contemplated by the New Jersey Local Unit Pay-To-
Play Law (NJS.A. 19:44A-20.4, et. seq.), and, therefore, a contract for the services may be awarded
pursuant to a "fair and open" or "non-fair and open" process, both of which are defined in the law; and

WHEREAS, H2M Architects & Engineers has provided the Borough with conceptual design and
feasibility services for the Emergency Services/Fire Station Project to the Borough under the terms of a
professional services agreement authorized by way of Resolutions No. 2021-175, 2021-290 and 2023-201
and is intimately familiar with the Borough's operations and needs; and

WHEREAS, H2M Architects & Engineers had submitted a proposal to the Borough, dated June
20,2022, revised July 5, 2022, and re-revised July 13, 2022, to perform the following professional services
in relation to the Emergency Services/Fire Station Project: (1) Schematic Design; (2) Design
Development/Construction Documents; and (3) Bidding/Construction Administration services

(“Proposal”) which was reviewed and evaluated by Special Project Director, Borough Administrator and
Chief Financial Officer; and

WHEREAS, in order to proceed with the Emergency Services/Fire Station Project, the Special
Project Director, Borough Administrator and Chief Financial Officer recommended and the Mayor and
Borough Council deemed it necessary to authorize and proceed with the award of a professional services
agreement and authorization for H2M Architects & Engineers to provide Schematic Design services, as
indicated in its Proposal, at a cost not to exceed one hundred fifty-two thousand one hundred fifty dollars
($152,150.00); and

WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer's Certification of Funds certified by way of resolution
2022-183 that there were sufficient funds for such contract and authorization contained therein and was
available and was designated from Current Fund 2022 Adopted Budget, Administrative and Executive -
Professional Services 2-01-20-701-028 in the amount of $52,150.00 and General Capital Fund\
Preliminary Costs-Architectural Schematic Preliminary Design Services for the Emergency Services/Fire
Station Project, C-04-55-200-003 in the amount of $100,000 for these services; and

WHEREAS, by way of Resolution 2022-183, the Council authorized an award of contract to H2M
Architects for the Schematic Design services set forth in its Proposal and the Borough and H2M entered
into a professional services agreement; and

WHEREAS, due to the increase in the complexity and size of the Emergency Services/Fire Station
Project, H2M Architects submitted to the Borough a revised proposal dated July 5, 2023 for the (1)
Schematic Design; (2) Design Development/Construction Documents; and (3) Bidding/Construction
Administration services (“Proposal”) which was reviewed and evaluated by Borough Administrator and
Chief Financial Officer; and

WHEREAS, the Borough Council had determined to amend Resolution 2022-183 and the contract
award of exceed one hundred fifty-two thousand one hundred fifty dollars ($152,150.00) by an additional
amount not to exceed thirteen thousand five hundred dollars ($13,500.00) for the Schematic Design
Services and to authorize and award of the Design Development/Contract Documents Phase in an amount
not to exceed five hundred four thousand two hundred fifty dollars ($504,250.00), and the
Bidding/Construction Administration Phase in an amount not to exceed two hundred forty-two thousand
six hundred dollars ($242,600.00) to H2M Architects to be funded from Bond Ordinance 2023-14 C-04-
55-943-002; and

WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer's Certification of Funds certified that adequate funds
were available from Bond Ord 2023-14, appropriation C-04-55-943-001 in an amount not to exceed seven
hundred sixty thousand three hundred fifty dollars and no cents ($760,350.00) for the within Resolution
and the expenditures authorized herein: and

WHEREAS, an additional increase is needed in the amount of twenty six thousand one hundred
fifty dollars and no cents ($26,150.00) for additional services required for the project to include landscape
plans and renderings to include design, detail and planting schedule with site plan revisions as well as
expanded progress meetings with the Borough; and

WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer's Certification of Funds certifies that adequate funds are
available from Bond Ord 2023-14, appropriation C-04-55-943-001 in an amount not to exceed the
amended total authorization to H2M for the architectural services contract for the emergency services
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center of nine hundred thirty eight thousand six hundred fifty dollars and no cents ($938,650.00) for the
within Resolution and the expenditures authorized herein.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of
Metuchen as follows:

1. The Borough Council hereby amends the prior award and authorization to H2M Architects
& Engineers of 119 Cherry Hill Road, Suite 110, Parsippany, NJ 07054, twenty six
thousand one hundred fifty dollars and no cents ($26,150.00) for additional services
required for the project to include landscape plans and renderings to include design, detail
and planting schedule with site plan revisions as well as expanded progress meetings with
the Borough.

2. The within authorization and contract award is limited solely for the amendment for
additional services in the amount not to exceed twenty six thousand one hundred fifty
dollars and no cents ($26,150.00).

3. Further authorization of the Mayor and Council by way of Resolution shall be required
prior to H2M Architects & Engineers performing any additional services for the Schematic
Design, Design Development/Construction Documents and Bidding/Construction
Administration professional services contained in its amended proposal for the Emergency
Services/Fire Station Project.

4. The Mayor is hereby authorized to execute and the Borough Clerk to attest an agreement
and/or an amendment or any other necessary documentation between the Borough of
Metuchen and H2M Architects & Engineers of 119 Cherry Hill Road, Suite 110,
Parsippany, NJ 07054, reflecting a professional services contract consistent with the
revised proposal submitted, and the terms and conditions of the within Resolution,
acceptable in form to the Borough Administrator, and Mayor.

5. The foregoing contract is awarded in accordance with the Local Public Contracts Law and
as the result of a non-fair and open process.
6. A notice of this action shall be printed once in The Home News Tribune.

RESOLUTION 2024-259

RESOLUTION AMENDING RESOLUTION 2024-184 AUTHORIZING
SOMERSET COUNTY COOPERATIVE PRICING FOR ORIGINAL EQUIPMENT
MANUFACTURED PARTS AND REPAIRS, HEAVY DUTY VEHICLES OVER 14,500 GVW —
SANITATION EQUIPMENT CORPORATION

WHEREAS, by way of resolution 2024-184, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Metuchen
authorized the award for original equipment manufactured parts and repairs for Public Works heavy duty
fleet vehicles over 14,500 GVW for the Borough of Metuchen, in the County of Middlesex, State of New
Jersey; and

WHEREAS, this can be purchased through the Somerset County Cooperative original equipment
manufactured parts and repairs, and non-OEM parts when used in repair of equipment for heavy duty vehicles
over 14,500 GVW , Open-ended Contract #CC-0129-23, Cooperative Pricing Bid #2-SOCCP, First Year of
a Two-Year Contract pursuant to the provisions of NJSA 40A:11-11 (5), specific to LaBrie and Leach Trucks;
and

WHEREAS, this award authorization includes purchase of over the counter parts for heavy duty
Public Works fleet vehicles- only LaBrie and Leach truck parts; and

WHEREAS, Sanitation Equipment Corporation is a secondary vendor for parts and repairs for
hydraulic cylinders, hydraulic hoses, and pumps; and

WHEREAS, said contract is the first year of a two-year contract for original equipment
manufactured parts and repairs, for heavy duty vehicles over 14,500 GVW , Open-ended Contract #CC-0129-
23, Co-operative Pricing Bid #2-SOCCP which was approved on November 28, 2023 by the Somerset County
Board of County Commissioners is effective from November 28, 2023, to November 27, 2024; and

WHEREAS, the authorization to purchase under this award expires on November 27, 2024; and
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WHEREAS, an amendment is needed to increase the award authorization by an additional eight
thousand dollars and no cents ($8,000.00); and

WHEREAS, the maximum amount of the purchase original equipment manufactured parts and
repairs, for Public Works heavy duty fleet vehicles over 14,500 GVW for the Borough of Metuchen is
amended to increase the maximum authorization by $8,000 to $23,000.00 and that there are sufficient funds
for such award as certified from the 2024 Adopted Budget, designated from Streets & Roads-Vehicle
Maintenance & Repair, 4-01-26-765-025 for these services; and

WHEREAS, the County of Somerset, New Jersey shall be responsible for complying with the
provisions of the Local Public Contracts Law (N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq.) and all other provisions of the
revised statutes.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of Metuchen,
in the County of Middlesex as follows:

The Chief Financial Officer and Borough Administrator are hereby authorized and directed
to amend the existing Purchase Order previously amended as a result of Resolution 2024-184
to Sanitation Equipment Corporation, 80 Furler Street, Totowa, NJ 07512, for a grand total
not to exceed twenty three thousand dollars and no cents ($23,000.00).

RESOLUTION 2024-260

RESOLUTION AMENDING RESOLUTION 2024-49 AUTHORIZING THE AWARD FOR
AUTOMOTIVE LUBRICANTS THROUGH STATE CONTRACT

WHEREAS, by way of resolution 2024-49, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of
Metuchen authorized the award to purchase various automotive lubricants for fleet vehicles for the
Borough of Metuchen, in the County of Middlesex, State of New Jersey; and

WHEREAS, this can be purchased through State Contract T0097 Automotive Lubricants,
Master Blanket Purchase Order 20-FLEET-01343 and

WHEREAS, said contract is in effect from November 20, 2020 through November 19, 2024;
and

WHEREAS, an amendment is needed to decrease the award authorization by eight thousand dollars
and no cents ($8,000.00); and

WHEREAS, the maximum amount for various lubricants for fleet vehicles for the Borough of
Metuchen is amended to decrease the authorization by $8,000.00, for a grand total in an amount not to exceed
$12,000.00 with funds previously anticipated to be available in the 2024 Adopted Budget as certified by the
Chief Financial Officer and that there are sufficient funds for such award and are now made available and is
designated from Account number Streets & Roads-Vehicle Maintenance & Repair, 4-01-20-765-025 to be
recommitted from the same appropriation line for another vendor; and

WHEREAS, the authorization to purchase goods and services under this award expires on
November 19, 2024; and

WHEREAS, public bids are not required when the purchase is under a state contract in
accordance with 40A:11-12 of the Local Public Contracts Law.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of
Metuchen, in the County of Middlesex as follows:

The Chief Financial Officer and Borough Administrator are hereby authorized and directed
to reduce and forward a Purchase Order to David Weber Oil Co., 601 Industrial Road,
Carlstadt, NJ, 07072.
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RESOLUTION 2024-261

RESOLUTION AMENDING RESOLUTION 2024-163 AUTHORIZING ESCNJ CONTRACT
FOR BOROUGH HALL FLOORING

WHEREAS, by way of resolution 2024-163, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Metuchen
authorized the award to purchase and install new flooring at Borough Hall for the Borough of Metuchen,
County of Middlesex, State of New Jersey; and

WHEREAS, flooring and installation is available through ESCNJ 23/24-14 Commercial Carpet
and Flooring -Purchase, Installation and Related Services; and

WHEREAS, the term of contract ESCNJ 23/24-14 is from October 20, 2023 to October 19, 2025;
and

WHEREAS, the maximum amount for flooring and installation for the Borough of Metuchen is
amended to increase the authorization by $49,819.48, for a grand total in an amount not to exceed
$384,870.25 with funds previously anticipated and available for the purchase of Commercial Carpet and
Flooring -Purchase, Installation and Related Services from the Capital Bond Ordinance 2024-11, C-04-
55-944-004 in the amount not to exceed three hundred thirty five thousand fifty dollars and seventy seven
cents ($335,050.77), with the Chief Financial Officer’s revised certification from Capital Bond Ordinance
2024-11, C-04-55-944-004 for the amended total of three hundred seventy four thousand forty seven
dollars and fifty three cents ($384,870.25); and

WHEREAS, the amount to complete the installation of new flooring is above the bid threshold as
set by New Jersey Local Public Contracts Law N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq and is subject to vendor compliance
with the New Jersey Prevailing Wage Act (N.J.S.A. 34:11-56.25 et seq.), N.J.A.C. 10:5-31 et seq and
N.J.A.C. 17-27; and

WHEREAS, Middlesex Regional Educational Services Commission of New Jersey (ESCNJ) shall
be responsible for complying with the provisions of the Local Public Contracts Law (N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et
seq.), New Jersey Prevailing Wage Act (N.J.S.A. 34:11-56.25 et seq.), N.J.A.C. 10:5-31 et seq and N.J.A.C.
17-27 and all other provisions of the revised statutes.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of
Metuchen, in the County of Middlesex as follows:

The Chief Financial Officer and Borough Administrator are hereby authorized and directed to
approve and forward an amended purchase order to Direct Flooring, 12 Minneakoning Road,
Building A, Unit 103 Flemington, NJ 08822.

RESOLUTION 2024-262

RESOLUTION FOR LIEN REDEMPTION
WHEREAS, the Tax Collector received the necessary amount to redeem the following Tax Sale

Certificate on the following property:

Cert # Block/Lot Address Lienholder

22-00001 58/27 118 W. Chestnut Avenue Anthony Malinowski

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Tax Collector be authorized to cancel this lien from
the municipal record.

RESOLUTION 2024-263

RESOLTUION AUTHORIZING REFUND OF OTHER FEES AND PERMITS - MECHANICAL
PERMIT #24-0085 - NELSON WARING

WHEREAS, Nelson Waring, 118 Oak Avenue, Metuchen, NJ 08840, made payment on February
20, 2024, in the amount of 75.00, for a Mechanical Permit fee for a mini-split, Block 98/Lot 10.2, collected
as anticipated revenue; and
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WHEREAS, the homeowner paid a duplicate fee due to a change in plumbing contractor: and
WHEREAS, the DCA (State) fees of $8.00 are non-refundable.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Borough Council of the Borough of Metuchen,
that the Chief Financial Officer is hereby authorized and directed to refund, from anticipated revenue to
Nelson Waring, 118 Oak Avenue, Metuchen, NJ 08840, in the amount of $75.00 for the Mechanical Permit

fee.
RESOLUTION 2024-264

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING RELEASE OF STREET OPENING BOND

WHEREAS, in accordance with the Borough of Metuchen Ordinance, $500.00 was posted as the
required Performance Guarantee by the contractor named below, for work done at the address named
below; and

WHEREAS, the Superintendent of Public Works advises that said work has been completed in a
manner satisfactory to his department; and

WHEREAS, the Superintendent of Public Works advises the release of the monies previously
deposited.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by The Borough Council of the Borough of
Metuchen that the Chief Financial Officer be and is hereby authorized to release said funds to the contractor
listed below:

Permit Number  Address Contractor
2023-79/ 72 Lexington Drive Len the Plumber
PG 23-079 1095 Cranbury South River Road
Jamesburg, NJ 08831

Other New Business

Councilmember Giamboi made a motion to approve Resolution 2024-265 authorizing payment of the
bill list in the amount of $343,227.41, second by Councilmember Branch, with all in favor, motion
carried, 4-0.

RESOLUTION 2024-265

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE PAYMENT OF THE BILL LIST

BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Metuchen that the proper
warrants be drawn, and all bills be paid totaling $343,227.41.

Council President Delia invited Iman and Ryan Brown, founders of the Andreas Foundation, to say a few
words about their organization and the upcoming Pregnancy and Infant Loss Awareness event.

Adjournment

Councilmember Giamboi made a motion to adjourn the meeting, second by Councilmember Branch,
with all in favor, 4-0, the meeting was adjourned at 7:59 p.m.

Respectfully Submitted,

Deborah Zupan, RMC
Borough Clerk



