
BOROUGH OF METUCHEN COUNCIL MINUTES 
September 9, 2024 

7:30 PM  
 
The Regular Meeting of the Borough Council was held in the Council Chambers of Borough Hall on 
September 9, 2024. 
 
The Meeting was called to order at 7:30 p.m. by Mayor Busch. 
 
Adequate Notice of this meeting has been given in accordance with the Open Public Meeting Act, 
pursuant to Public Law 1975, Chapter 231. Said notice was published in the Home News Tribune on 
December 19, 2023, posted in Borough Hall, and on file in the Clerk’s Office. All requirements of the 
Open Public Meetings Act have been satisfied. 
 
Mayor Busch asked all to rise for the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Roll Call 
 
Mayor Busch asked for a call. Present were Councilmembers Branch, Giamboi, Hyman, Jethwani, Kandel, 
and Council President Delia. Also present were Attorney Anne Marie Rizzuto (filling in for Borough 
Attorney Denis Murphy), Borough Administrator Melissa Perilstein, and Borough Clerk Deborah Zupan. 
 
Agenda Session 
 
Council President Delia made a motion to open the Agenda Session, second by Councilmember 
Giamboi, with all in favor, motion carried, 6-0. 
 
Council President Delia added a proclamation to the meeting and removed Resolution 2024-237 from 
the New Business Consent Agenda. 
 
With no further action taken, Council President Delia made a motion to close the Agenda Session, 
second by Councilmember Giamboi, with all in favor, motion carried, 6-0. 
 
Swearing In of Police Officer Gerald Charles 
 
Mayor Busch conducted the ceremonial swearing in of Officer Gerald J. Charles Jr. 
 
Proclamation 
 
Mayor Busch read the following proclamation honoring the 110th anniversary of the Second Baptist 
Church of Metuchen: 
 

WHEREAS, The African American congregation of Second Baptist Church of Metuchen 
was officially founded in the Borough of Metuchen in 1914, meeting in a blacksmith shop on 
Middlesex Avenue; and after moving to the Franklin School building on New Street, the church’s 
very first pastor, Reverend Nelson D. Tate and dedicated member Bro. Washington Johnson 
acquired the lots around 90 Durham Avenue. It was then that the first edifice at 100 Durham 
Avenue was built and is still the location of the current church building; and 
 

WHEREAS, On Sunday, October 27, 2024, Second Baptist Church will be celebrating its 
110th church anniversary, honoring the charge found in Matthew 28:19 “Go ye therefore, and 
teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Ghost:” As well as endeavoring to be continual examples of hope, cooperation and endurance in 
the community; and 
 

WHEREAS, Second Baptist Church has strived tirelessly and faithfully to spread the 
gospel, while celebrating its heritage rooted in the strong legacy of African American culture; 
recognizing that the church happily welcomes people of all races and denominations to worship 
freely and with the expectation of being uplifted and encouraged; and 
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WHEREAS, After conferring with the Metuchen/Edison Historical Society, it was 
discovered that though other African American churches in the Borough of Metuchen were 
established, most have unfortunately dissolved; and 
 

WHEREAS, Further investigation has established that Second Baptist Church is the oldest 
African American church in existence in the Borough of Metuchen.  
 

NOW THEREFORE I, JONATHAN M. BUSCH, Mayor of the Borough of Metuchen, on 
behalf of the Borough Council and the residents of Metuchen hereby commemorate 2024 as the 
110th anniversary of the Second Baptist Church of Metuchen and publicly acknowledge that the 
Second Baptist Church is the oldest existing African American Church in the Borough of 
Metuchen. I encourage the community to express its heartfelt congratulations and recognition to 
Rev. Robert L. Peterson III, Pastor and the congregants of Second Baptist Church both past and 
present, who with a strong sense of heritage, the practice of loving kindness and perpetual faith 
have established and maintained a spiritual refuge for 110 years. 
 
Public Comment 
 
Mayor Busch opened Public Comment to any members of the public wishing to speak. 
 
Keith Timko, 57 Carson Avenue, spoke regarding Accessory Dwelling Units (ADUs) and offered to be 
a resource and highlighted the need for ADUs for elderly parents, developmentally disabled adult 
children, and others. He noted that since there has been movement at the State level to allocate funding 
for ADUs, this would be a good time for Metuchen to consider this housing option. 
 
Jay Muldoon, 60 Woodbridge Avenue, also voiced his support for ADUs in the Borough and 
encouraged the Borough act on it sooner rather than later. He pointed out that although the Borough 
designates a certain percentage of apartments as affordable housing, this doesn’t necessarily include 
those who would benefit from ADUs. 
 
Seeing no one else wishing to speak, Mayor Busch closed the Public Comment. 
 
Borough Council Meeting Minutes 
 
Council President Delia made a motion to approve Borough Council Meeting Minutes of June 24, 2024, 
second by Councilmember Giamboi. Council President Delia abstained from voting. With all others in 
favor, motion carried, 5-0. 
 
Communications Consent Agenda – Items A – H 
 
Council President Delia made a motion to approve Communications Consent Agenda items A-H, second 
by Councilmember Giamboi, with all in favor, motion carried, 6-0.  
 

A. Receive and Accept Human Relations Commission Meeting Minutes of April 23, 2024 and May 
7, 2024 

B. Receive and Accept Pool Commission Meeting Minutes of March 12, 2024, April 9, 2024, May 
14, 2024, and June 11, 2024 

C. Receive and Accept Shade Tree Commission Meeting Minutes of June 5, 2024 
D. Receive and Accept Traffic and Transportation Meeting Minutes of January 10, 2024 and March 

13, 2024 
E. Receive and Accept Zoning Board Meeting Minutes of June 13, 2024 and July 11, 2024 
F. Receive and Accept Resignation of Frank Lemire from the Historic Preservation Committee 
G. Receive and Approve Block Party-Street Closing for Dolores Drive, October 5, 2024 
H. Receive and Approve Block Party-Street Closing for Kempson Place, October 19, 2024 

 
Ordinances – Public Hearing 
 
Ord. 2024-18 ORDINANCE OF THE BOROUGH OF METUCHEN AMENDING THE 

CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF METUCHEN TO PROVIDE FOR LEAD-
BASED PAINT INSPECTION REQUIREMENTS AND ADDING AN 
ARTICLE ENTITLED “LEAD BASED PAINT INSPECTIONS” 
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Council President Delia asked that Ordinance 2024-18 be read by title only. 
 
Ms. Zupan read Ordinance 2024-18 by title only. 
 
Mayor Busch opened the public hearing on Ordinance 2024-18.  
 
Seeing no one wishing to speak, Mayor Busch closed the public hearing. 
 
Council President Delia made a motion to pass Ordinance 2024-18 on second reading and be published 
according to law, second by Councilmember Giamboi. 
 
Mayor Busch asked for a roll call vote. 
 

Roll Call: Yeas: Branch, Delia, Giamboi, Hyman, Jethwani, Kandel    
   Nays:  None 

 
Ordinance 2024-18 was adopted, 6-0. 
 

ORDINANCE 2024-18 
 

Borough of Metuchen 
County of Middlesex 
State of New Jersey 

 

ORDINANCE OF THE BOROUGH OF METUCHEN AMENDING THE CODE OF THE 
BOROUGH OF METUCHEN TO PROVIDE FOR LEAD-BASED PAINT INSPECTION 

REQUIREMENTS AND ADDING AN ARTICLE ENTITLED “LEAD BASED PAINT 
INSPECTIONS” 

WHEREAS, the State of New Jersey enacted N.J.S.A. 52:27D-437, et seq., establishing lead-
based paint testing programs for residential rental properties. 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 
Metuchen that the Code of the Borough of Metuchen is hereby amended by adding thereto a new article 
entitled “Lead-Based Paint Inspections,” which shall read as follows: 

LEAD-BASED PAINT INSPECTIONS 

Section 1.  Inspections for lead-based paint. 

A.  Definitions.  The following shall have the meaning as used in and in accordance with 
N.J.S.A. 52:27D-437.6 and N.J.A.C. 5:28A-1.1 et seq. 

 
DUST WIPE SAMPLING — A sample collected by wiping a representative surface and tested, 
in accordance with a method approved by the United States Department of Housing and Urban 
Development (HUD) and as conducted pursuant to N.J.A.C. 5:28A-2.3. 

DWELLING — A building containing a room or rooms, or suite, apartment, unit, or space that is 
rented and occupied, or intended to be rented and occupied, for sleeping and dwelling purposes 
by one or more persons. 

DWELLING UNIT — A unit within a building that is rented and occupied, or intended to be 
rented and occupied, for sleeping and dwelling purposes by one or more persons. 

MULTIPLE DWELLING — Any building or structure and any land appurtenant thereto, and any 
portion thereof, in which three or more dwelling units are occupied or intended to be occupied by 
three or more persons living independently of each other. "Multiple dwelling" also means any 
group of 10 or more buildings on a single parcel of land or on contiguous parcels under common 
ownership, in each of which two dwelling units are occupied, or intended to be occupied, by two 
persons or households living independently of each other, and any land appurtenant thereto, and 
any portion thereof. "Multiple dwelling" does not include those buildings and structures that are 
excluded pursuant to N.J.S.A. 55:13A-3(k). 
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PERIODIC LEAD-BASED PAINT INSPECTION — The initial inspection of all applicable 
dwelling units at the earlier of two years from the effective date of P.L. 2021, c. 182 (July 
22,2022) (N.J.S.A. 52:27D-437.6), or tenant turnover and, thereafter, the earlier of three years or 
upon tenant turnover, consistent with N.J.A.C. 5:28A-2.1, for the purposes of identifying lead-
based paint hazards in dwellings subject to this article. 

BOROUGH CODE OFFICIAL — The Borough of Metuchen Construction Official, the Borough 
of Metuchen Department of Code Enforcement, or any enforcement officer appointed by the 
Borough of Metuchen, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40:48-2.3 et seq., or any other statutory 
authorization, to perform inspections of any building or other code, or any enforcement officer 
authorized to enforce the Borough of Metuchen Property Maintenance Code or Health Code, or 
their designee. 

REMEDIATION — Interim controls or lead abatement work undertaken in conformance with 
this article to address lead-based paint hazards.  

TENANT TURNOVER — The time at which all existing occupants vacate a dwelling unit and 
all new tenants move into the dwelling unit or the time at which a new tenant enters a vacant 
dwelling unit. 

B.  Inspections authorized. The Borough Code Official shall be authorized and empowered to 
conduct periodic lead-based paint inspections for all applicable multiple dwelling units offered for rent 
to determine the presence of lead-based paint, in accordance with N.J.S.A. 52:27D-437.6 and N.J.A.C. 
5:28A-1.1 et seq. 

 
C. Certain multiple dwelling units exempted from lead-based paint inspection. Inspections 

for lead-based paint in multiple dwelling units shall be governed by the standards set forth in N.J.S.A. 
52:27D-437.1 et seq., and N.J.S.A. 55:13A-1 et seq. A dwelling unit in a single family, two-family, or 
multiple rental dwelling shall not be subject to inspection and evaluation for the presence of lead-based 
paint hazards if the unit:  

 
(1)  Was constructed during or after 1978; 

(2)  Is a single-family or two-family seasonal rental dwelling unit that is rented for less than 
six months' duration each year by tenants that do not have consecutive lease renewals; 

(3)  Has been certified to be free of lead-based paint, pursuant to N.J.A.C. 5:17; 

(4)  Is in a multiple dwelling that was constructed prior to 1978 and has been registered with 
the Department of Community Affairs as a multiple dwelling for at least 10 years, either 
under the current or a previous owner, and has either: 

(a) No outstanding paint violations from the most recent cyclical inspection 
performed on the multiple dwelling under the Hotel and Multiple Dwelling Law, 
P.L. 1967, c. 76 (N.J.S.A. 55:13A-1 et seq.); 

(b) A current certificate of inspection issued by the Department of Community 
Affairs, Bureau of Housing Inspection; or 

(c)  An open inspection with no violations for paint; 

(5)  Has a valid lead-safe certification issued pursuant to N.J.A.C. 5:28A. Lead-safe 
certifications are valid for two years from the date of issuance pursuant to N.J.A.C. 
5:28A-2.4. 

Section 2.  Owner required to obtain inspection 

A. Inspection performed by Borough code official. The owner, landlord, and/or agent of 
every single family, two-family and/or multiple dwelling unit offered for rental shall be required to 
obtain an inspection of the unit for lead-based paint hazards as required in this article, or at tenant 
turnover, whichever is earlier. To obtain the required inspection, the landlord, owner and/or agent shall 
arrange it with the Borough's Code Official and pay all applicable and required fees associated with the 
Borough's inspection as specified in Sections 4 and 5, below.  

B.  Option for inspection performed by licensed lead evaluation contractor.  
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(1) A dwelling unit owner or landlord may opt, instead, to directly hire a licensed lead 
evaluation contractor to conduct the periodic lead-based paint inspections for lead-based paint as 
required in this article.  Notwithstanding this option, the Borough retains the authority to conduct 
inspections or investigations of landlords or owners that directly hire lead evaluation contractors 
to ensure that periodic lead-based paint inspections are being performed, in accordance with this 
article. 

(2) The Borough also retains the authority to prohibit an owner from directly hiring a 
lead evaluation contractor to conduct a periodic lead-based paint inspection where: 

(a) The owner previously opted to hire a lead evaluation contractor to perform 
the periodic lead-based paint inspection and failed to have the inspection completed; or 

(b) The Borough determines there is a conflict of interest between the owner 
and their lead-evaluation contractor of choice. 

Section 3.  When lead-based paint inspections are required. 

A. The initial inspection for all single-family, two-family and multiple dwellings subject to 
this article shall be upon tenant turnover or within two years of the effective date of P.L. 2021, c. 182 
(July 22, 2022), whichever is sooner.  

B. Thereafter, all such dwelling units shall be inspected for lead-based paint hazards every 
three years or upon tenant turnover, whichever is earlier, except that an inspection shall not be required 
at tenant turnover if the dwelling unit owner has a valid lead-safe certification for the dwelling unit.  

C. The next periodic lead-based paint inspection shall be counted from the most recent 
periodic lead-based paint inspection which resulted in a valid lead-safe certification. 

Section 4.  Notice of inspection to be given.  

Whenever any multiple dwelling unit is scheduled for a tenant turnover, the then-current 
landlord, owner and/or agent shall provide written notice to the Borough Code Official that an 
inspection is needed at least 20 calendar days prior to the scheduled date of the tenant turnover. 

Section 5.  Fees for Application, filing and inspections. 

A. Application and Filing fee. The fee for the application for a lead-based paint inspection 
and/or for the filing of a lead-safe certification or lead-free certification with the Borough shall be 
$30.00. 

B. Inspection fee.  There shall be a fee of $300 for each initial visual lead-based paint 
inspection.  If a dust-wipe sampling is deemed necessary based on visual examination, there shall be an 
additional fee of $200 for that sample.  

C.  There shall be a fee of $200 for each visual lead-based paint reinspection which is 
required and/or requested pursuant to this article. If a dust-wipe sampling is deemed necessary based on 
visual examination, there shall be a fee of $200 for that sample.  

D.  An additional fee of $20 shall be assessed to the Application and Inspection fees, in 
accordance with N.J.S.A. 52:27D-437.6 and N.J.A.C. 5:28A-2.2, to be deposited into the Lead Hazard 
Control Assistance Act Fund under the administration of the New Jersey State Department of 
Community Affairs.  

E.  All fees are nonrefundable upon the applicant's failure to cancel the requested inspection 
at least 48 hours prior to a scheduled inspection. Said fee shall be dedicated to meeting the costs of 
implementing and enforcing this article for lead-based paint inspections and shall not be used for any 
other purpose. 

F.  A dwelling landlord, owner and/or agent may directly hire a lead evaluation contractor 
who is certified to provide lead paint inspection services by the Department of Community Affairs to 
satisfy the requirements of this article and the requirements of N.J.S.A. 52:27D-437.6 and N.J.A.C. 
5:28A-1.1 et seq., in which case the fee of $20 shall be assessed in accordance with N.J.S.A. 52:27D-
437.6 and N.J.A.C. 5:28A-2.2, payable to the Borough, to be deposited into the Lead Hazard Control 
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Assistance Act Fund under the administration of the New Jersey State Department of Community 
Affairs, but no additional lead-based paint inspection fee shall be charged by the Borough. 

Section 7.  Time for inspections.  

All inspections and reinspections shall take place within twenty (20) calendar days of the 
requested inspection. Inspection fees shall be paid prior to the inspection. No inspections or 
reinspections shall take place unless all fees are paid. Scheduled inspections or reinspections may be 
canceled by the Borough Code Official, unless the completed application and required fees have been 
received by the Borough at least 24 hours prior to the scheduled inspection, or on the last working day 
prior to the scheduled inspection. Every inspection for which the landlord, tenant, owner or agent has 
failed to provide access for inspection shall be deemed a failed inspection. 

Section 8.  Lead-based paint inspections by visual assessment or dust wiping method. 

A. At the time of the enactment of P.L. 2021, c.182 (N.J.S.A. 52:27D-437.6), the 
Department of Community Affairs identified the Borough as a municipality in which less than 3% of 
children tested, six years of age or younger, have a blood lead level greater than or equal to five ug/dL 
according to the central lead screening database maintained by the New Jersey Department of Health. 
Accordingly, the Borough Code Official or licensed lead evaluation contractor shall perform the periodic 
lead-based paint inspection through a visual assessment, in which the Official or contractor is to 
examine dwellings, in accordance with HUD guidelines and regulations at 42 U.S.C. § 4851b for 
deteriorated paint or visible surface dust, debris, or residue on all painted building components, 
especially any walls, window, trim, and surfaces that experience friction or impact. The Borough Code 
Official or licensed lead evaluation contractor may also elect to, but is not required to, collect samples 
by dust wiping surfaces, including floors, interior windowsills, and other similar surfaces, and tested, in 
accordance with methods approved by the State of New Jersey and/ or the United States Department of 
Housing and Urban Development.  

B. If, in the future, the Department of Community Affairs designates the Borough as a 
municipality in which at least 3% of children tested, six years of age or younger, have a blood lead level 
greater than or equal to five ug/dL according to the central lead screening database maintained by the 
New Jersey Department of Health, then the inspections required by this article shall be performed 
through dust wipe sampling instead of visual assessment alone. 

Section 9.  Inspection certification to be supplied. 

A. If, following inspection, the Borough Code Official or lead evaluation contractor finds 
that no lead-based paint hazard exists in a dwelling unit, they shall certify the dwelling unit as lead-safe 
on the form prescribed by the Department of Community Affairs and supply a copy of the lead-safe 
certification to the landlord, owner, and/or agent of the dwelling. If a licensed lead evaluation contractor 
issues the lead-safe certification, a copy shall also be provided to the  Borough Code Official and the 
Borough Clerk at the time it is issued, along with the aforementioned application and filing fee.  

B.  The lead-safe certification shall be valid for a period of two years from the date of 
issuance, unless during the two-year certification period a lead evaluation contractor, lead inspector/ risk 
assessor, a local health department, or a public agency conducts an independent inspection or risk 
assessment and determines that there is a lead-based paint hazard, in which case the certification shall be 
invalid. 

Section 10.  Identification of lead-based paint hazard. 

A. If the Borough Code Official or licensed lead evaluation contractor finds that a lead-
based paint hazard exists in a dwelling unit, they shall notify the New Jersey State Department of 
Community Affairs, Division of Local Government Services for review of the findings, in accordance 
with the Lead Hazard Control Assistance Act.  

B. If a lead-based paint hazard is identified in an inspection of one of the dwelling units in a 
building consisting of two or more dwelling units, then the lead contractor or Borough Code Official 
shall inspect the remainder of the building's dwelling units, with the exception of those dwelling units 
that have been certified to be free of lead-based paint or which have a valid lead-safe certification. 

Section 11.  Responsibility for remediation of lead-based paint.  
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The owner of the dwelling unit shall be responsible for remediation of the lead-based paint 
hazard. Remediation and any reinspections required following remediation must be conducted consistent 
with N.J.A.C. 5:28A-2.5. Documentation of such remediation shall be provided to the Property 
Maintenance Code Official 

Section 12.  Owner responsibility for recordkeeping. 

A. The landlord, owner and/or agent of a dwelling that is subject to this article shall provide 
to the tenant and to the Borough evidence of a valid lead-safe certification obtained pursuant to this 
article at the time of tenant turnover. The owner shall also affix a copy of any such certification as an 
exhibit to the tenant's lease.  

B.  The owner of a multiple dwelling that is subject to this article shall provide evidence of a 
valid lead-safe certification obtained pursuant to this article, as well as evidence of the most recent 
tenant turnover, at the time of any cyclical inspection performed pursuant to the Hotel and Multiple 
Dwelling Law, N.J.S.A. 55:13A-1 et seq.  

C.  The owner of a dwelling that is subject to this article shall maintain a record of the lead-
safe certification, which shall include the name or names of a unit's tenants, if the inspection was 
conducted during a period of tenancy.  

D.  The owner of any dwelling subject to this article shall inform the Borough of all tenant 
turnover activity to ensure any required inspection may be scheduled.  

E.  The owner of a dwelling shall provide a copy of this article, and any lead-safe 
certifications issued pursuant thereto, along with the accompanying guidance document, "Lead-Based 
Paint in Rental Dwellings," to any prospective owners of the dwelling during a real estate transaction, 
settlement, or closing. 

Section 13.  Municipal responsibilities and enforcement powers. 

A.  Pursuant to N.J.A.C. 5:28A-2.1(d), the Borough Code Official shall exercise appropriate 
oversight of a landlord or owner who chooses to hire a lead evaluation contractor to perform the periodic 
lead-based paint inspection.  

B.  Pursuant to N.J.A.C. 5:28A-3.2, the Borough Code Official shall maintain a record of: all 
dwellings subject to this article, which includes up-to-date information on inspection schedules, 
inspection results, and tenant turnover; all lead-safe certifications issued; and all lead-free certifications 
issued.  

C. Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 52:27D-437.6 and N.J.A.C. 5:28A-4.1, the /Borough Code Official 
is authorized to conduct investigations and issue penalties in order to enforce a multiple dwelling 
landlord's, owner's and/or agent's failure to comply with this article.  

(1)  The owner of the dwelling shall first be given a period of 30 calendar days to cure 
any violation by conducting the required inspection or initiating any required remediation efforts.  

(2)  If the owner of the dwelling has not cured the violation within that time period, 
they shall be subject to a penalty, not to exceed $1,000 per week, until the required inspection 
has been conducted or the remediation efforts have been initiated.  

(3)  Remediation efforts shall be considered to be initiated when the dwelling owner 
has hired a lead abatement contractor or other qualified party to perform lead-hazard control 
methods. 

 BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED by the Mayor and Council that if any section, subsection, 
paragraph, sentence, clause or phrase of this Ordinance shall be declared invalid for any reason 
whatsoever, such decision shall not affect the remaining portions of this Ordinance, which shall continue 
in full force and effect, and to this end, the provisions of this Ordinance are hereby declared to be 
severable; and  
 

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED by the Mayor and Council that all prior ordinances, or sections 
of ordinances, inconsistent with the within ordinance are hereby repealed; and. 
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BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED this Ordinance shall take effect upon final passage and 
publication according to law.  
 
 
 
 
 
Ord. 2024-19 ORDINANCE OF THE BOROUGH OF METUCHEN AUTHORIZING 

THE SALE OF BOROUGH OF METUCHEN PROPERTY KNOWN AS 
BLOCK 97 LOT 1.02 ON THE OFFICIAL TAX MAP OF THE 
BOROUGH OF METUCHEN TO THE STATE OF NEW JERSEY 

 
Council President Delia asked that Ordinance 2024-19 be read by title only. 
 
Ms. Zupan read Ordinance 2024-19 by title only. 
 
Mayor Busch opened the public hearing on Ordinance 2024-19.  
 
Seeing no one wishing to speak, Mayor Busch closed the public hearing. 
 
Council President Delia made a motion to pass Ordinance 2024-19 on second reading and be published 
according to law, second by Councilmember Giamboi. 
 
Mayor Busch asked for a roll call vote. 
 

Roll Call: Yeas: Branch, Delia, Giamboi, Hyman, Jethwani, Kandel    
   Nays:  None 

 
Ordinance 2024-19 was adopted, 6-0. 
 

ORDINANCE 2024-19 
 

Borough of Metuchen 
County of Middlesex 
State of New Jersey 

 

ORDINANCE OF THE BOROUGH OF METUCHEN AUTHORIZING THE SALE                    
OF BOROUGH OF METUCHEN PROPERTY KNOWN AS BLOCK 97 LOT 1.02                              
ON THE OFFICIAL TAX MAP OF THE BOROUGH OF METUCHEN TO THE                            

STATE OF NEW JERSEY 

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:12-13(b)(1) authorizes a municipality to sell an interest in real 
property to a department of the State of New Jersey by private sale; and  

WHEREAS, in lieu of proceeding under the Eminent Domain Act (N.J.S.A. 20:3-1, et seq.), the 
New Jersey Department of Transportation ("NJDOT") has offered to purchase property owned by the 
Borough of Metuchen located on Grove Avenue and designated on the Borough’s tax maps as Block 97 
Lot 1.02 (the “Property”) for Two Thousand Two Hundred Dollars ($2,200.00) for the Grove Avenue 
Bridge Over Port Reading Railroad Project; and  

WHEREAS, NJDOT has provided an appraisal report completed by Meehan Valuation with its 
offer supporting a fair-market valuation of $2,200 for the Property, which the Borough Assessor has 
reviewed and has determined to be acceptable; and 

WHEREAS, the Property is a small triangular lot less than one acre (0.00111 acres) in size and 
is approximately forty-nine (49) square feet; and 

WHEREAS, the Property is not needed for Borough purposes; and 

WHEREAS, based upon the Borough Tax Assessor’s review and evaluation, the Mayor and 
Borough Council have determined that the price offered by the State is fair and equitable consideration 
for the purchase of the Property and the Borough desires to sell and convey the Property to NJDOT 
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voluntarily by way of agreement in order to realize a greater benefit for the Borough and avoid litigation 
under the Eminent Domain Act.  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 
Metuchen that it hereby authorizes the sale of Borough property designated on the tax map as Block 97, 
Lot 1.02 to the State of New Jersey for Two Thousand Two Hundred Dollars ($2,200.00) for the Grove 
Avenue Bridge Over Port Reading Railroad Project; and  

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED that the Mayor, Borough Clerk and all other Borough 
employees and officials are hereby authorized to execute any and all documents necessary to effectuate 
the within Ordinance, including but not limited to an Agreement of Sale, and Deed, consistent with the 
terms and conditions of this Ordinance in a form acceptable to the Mayor and Borough Administrator; 
and 

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED the Mayor, Borough Clerk and all other Borough employees 
and officials are hereby authorized to take all action necessary to effectuate the sale of the Property to 
the State of New Jersey and for the transfer of ownership of the Property from the Borough of Metuchen 
to the State of New Jersey upon receipt of the consideration contained herein and consistent with the 
terms of this Ordinance and Agreement of Sale executed by the Parties. 

 BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED by the Mayor and Council that if any section, subsection, 
paragraph, sentence, clause or phrase of this Ordinance shall be declared invalid for any reason 
whatsoever, such decision shall not affect the remaining portions of this Ordinance, which shall continue 
in full force and effect, and to this end, the provisions of this Ordinance are hereby declared to be 
severable; and  
 

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED by the Mayor and Council that all prior ordinances, or sections 
of ordinances, inconsistent with the within ordinance are hereby repealed; and. 

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED this Ordinance shall take effect upon final passage and 
publication according to law.  

 
 
 
 
Ord. 2024-20 ORDINANCE AMENDING ARTICLE 1 (TITLE; PURPOSE; 

DEFINITIONS), ARTICLE 2 (ZONING PERMITS), ARTICLE 5 
(APPLICATION AND ESCROW FEES), AND ARTICLE 48 (SIGN 
REGULATIONS) IN CHAPTER 110 (LAND DEVELOPMENT) 
CONCERNING SIGN REGULATIONS WITHIN THE BOROUGH OF 
METUCHEN 

 
 
Council President Delia asked that Ordinance 2024-20 be read by title only. 
 
Ms. Zupan read Ordinance 2024-20 by title only. 
 
Mayor Busch opened the public hearing on Ordinance 2024-20.  
 
Seeing no one wishing to speak, Mayor Busch closed the public hearing. 
 
Council President Delia made a motion to pass Ordinance 2024-20 on second reading and be published 
according to law, second by Councilmember Giamboi. 
 
Mayor Busch asked for a roll call vote. 
 

Roll Call: Yeas: Branch, Delia, Giamboi, Hyman, Jethwani, Kandel    
   Nays:  None 

 
Ordinance 2024-20 was adopted, 6-0. 
 

ORDINANCE 2024-20 
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Borough of Metuchen 
County of Middlesex 
State of New Jersey 

 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ARTICLE 1 (TITLE; PURPOSE; DEFINITIONS), ARTICLE 2 
(ZONING PERMITS), ARTICLE 5 (APPLICATION AND ESCROW FEES), AND ARTICLE 48 
(SIGN REGULATIONS) IN CHAPTER 110 (LAND DEVELOPMENT) CONCERNING SIGN 
REGULATIONS WITHIN THE BOROUGH OF METUCHEN 
 

BE IT ORDAINED by the Borough Council of the Borough of Metuchen as follows: 
 
SECTION 1. Article 1 (Title; Purpose; Definitions) in Part I (General Provisions) in Chapter 110 (Land 
Development) of the Code of the Borough of Metuchen is hereby amended to read as follows: 
 
Article 1 Title; Purpose; Definitions 
 
 §110-4 Definitions. 
 

Unless otherwise specified herein, the following definitions shall be used for terms within this 
chapter: 

 
 SIGN 

Any device, display, structure, or part thereof that displays letters, numbers, symbols, other 
characters, logos, or images used to communicate a message. 

 
SECTION 2. Article 2 (Zoning Permits) in Part II (Applications for Development) in Chapter 110 
(Land Development) of the Code of the Borough of Metuchen is hereby amended to read as follows: 
 
Article 2 Zoning Permits 
 
 §110-7.1 Exemption from site plan review for signs. 
 

A. Applications which involve deviation from Article 48, Sign Regulations, limited to one or 
more of the following: (1) adding one (1) additional sign in addition to the maximum 
number of signs that are permitted; (2) any sign with an area or dimension that is no more 
than 25% greater than the maximum permitted area, height, width, and/or thickness of 
sign, and/or height of letters, numbers, symbols, other characters, logos, or images; (3) 
any blade sign that projects no more than 25% greater than the maximum permitted 
projection; or, (4) any internally illuminated window sign, may be exempt from obtaining 
site plan approval at the determination of the Zoning Officer. 

B. The Zoning Officer shall have the power to grant such minor deviation from Article 48, 
Sign Regulations, as enumerated above, as may be reasonable and within the general 
purpose and intent of the provisions of Article 48, Sign Regulations, if the literal 
enforcement of one or more provisions of Article 48, Sign Regulations, is impracticable 
or will exact undue hardship because of peculiar conditions pertaining to the land in 
question.  

 
C. The Zoning Officer may issue a zoning permit after consultation with the Chairperson of 

the Planning Board, the Executive Director of the Metuchen Downtown Alliance, and the 
Director of Economic Development, and after the application has been reviewed by the 
Borough Planner to verify and confirm that no variances are required and that all other 
aspects of the application conform to applicable Borough development and design 
standards. 

 
D. An applicant may request an exemption upon application for a zoning permit by 

submitting four (4) copies of an application for development and a statement setting forth 
reasons for the exemption and providing sufficient plan information as determined by the 
Zoning Officer to verify that an exemption may be granted. 

 
E. In the case where the exemption is denied, such deviation shall thereafter be subject to 

site plan review. All other deviations from Article 48, Sign Regulations, shall be subject 
to site plan review. 
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SECTION 3. Article 5 (Application and Escrow Fees) in Part II (Applications for Development) in 
Chapter 110 (Land Development) of the Code of the Borough of Metuchen is hereby amended to read as 
follows: 
 
Article 5 Application and Escrow Fees 
 

Every application for development and informal request for reviews by the Borough Engineer, 
Board Planner, and Board Attorney as to zone change or other questions regarding the 
implementation, enforcement or application of this chapter shall not be acted upon unless and 
until: 

 
A. Accompanied by cash, check or money order made payable to the Borough of Metuchen 

for the application and escrow fees prescribed below; and 
 
B. The party seeking the application for development or informal request executes an 

agreement to pay for services to be rendered by the Board professionals or the Borough 
Attorney. 

 
Fee Schedule 

Application for Development Application Fee Escrow Fee 

Subdivisions   

   Minor subdivision $200 $2,000 

   Preliminary major subdivision $300 $3,000 

   Final major subdivision $200 $2,000 

   Informal presentation (1 appearance only) $50 $500 

      Concept plat for review   

      Minor subdivision $50 $500 

      Major subdivision $100 $1,000 

Upon approval of minor or major final 
subdivision for amendment of Borough 
Tax Map 

$500 per new lot 
created 

 

Site plans   

   Minor site plan $50 $500 

   Preliminary major site plan $300 $3,000 

   Final major site plan $200 $2,000 

   PURD and PUCD $750 $1,500 per acre 
or part thereof 
plus $50 per 
dwelling unit 

   Informal presentation (1 appearance only)   

      Concept plat for review $50 $500 

      Minor site plan $25 $250 

      Major site plan $50 $500 

Technical assistance, design review and 
completeness review at Development 
Review Committee 

  

   Single- and two-family dwellings $25 $250 

   All other uses $50 $500 

Variances   

   Appeals (N.J.S.A. 40:55D-70a) $75 $750 

   Interpretation (N.J.S.A. 40:55D-70b) $75 $750 
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Fee Schedule 

Application for Development Application Fee Escrow Fee 

   Bulk (N.J.S.A. 40:55D-70c)   

      First variance for principal structures $75 $750 

      First variance for accessory structures $50 $500 

      Each additional variance $25 $250 

   Use (N.J.S.A. 40:55D-70d)   

      d(1) or d(2) variances $200 $2,000 

      d(3) variance $150 $1,500 

      d(4), d(5) or d(6) variances $100 $1,000 

   Permits (N.J.S.A. 40:55D-34 and 
   N.J.S.A. 40:55D-35) 

$75 $750 

Miscellaneous requests for reviews, 
meetings or consultations involving 
planning, engineer or other professional 
review, including request for zoning 
changes 

Hourly rates as 
set forth on an 
annual basis by 
the approving 
authority's 
retained 
professional, 
which are 
available in the 
Borough Clerk's 
office 

As required by 
applicable 
Board and/or 
professional 

Certified list of property owners $0.25 per name or 
$10, whichever is 
greater 

None 

Copy of minutes/transcripts of decisions $1 per page for 
first copy, plus 
$0.25 per page for 
each additional 
copy or as 
required by 
transcription 
service 

As required by 
transcription 
service 

Legal reviews   

   Guaranty review   

      Review of performance guaranty by 
      Borough Attorney 

$150 per review None 

      Review of maintenance guaranty by 
      Borough Attorney 

$150 per review None 

   Preparation of developer's agreement by 
   Borough Attorney 

$400 minimum 
per agreement, 
plus $125 per 
hour after first 3 
hours 

As required by 
Borough 
Attorney 

   Miscellaneous reviews: master deed, 
   certificate of incorporation, bylaws, 
   unit deeds, etc. 

$150 per review None 

Appeal of any determination by Borough 
official to the applicable Board 

$50 per appeal, 
plus hourly rates 
as set forth on an 
annual basis by 
the approving 
authority's 

As required by 
applicable 
Board and/or 
professional 
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Fee Schedule 

Application for Development Application Fee Escrow Fee 

retained 
professional, 
which are 
available in the 
Borough Clerk's 
office 

Special meeting $750 per meeting, 
plus hourly rates 
as set forth on an 
annual basis by 
the approving 
authority's 
retained 
professional, 
which are 
available in the 
Borough Clerk's 
office 

As required by 
applicable 
Board and/or 
professional 

Continuation of hearing $250 per appeal, 
plus hourly rates 
as set forth on an 
annual basis by 
the approving 
authority's 
retained 
professional, 
which are 
available in the 
Borough Clerk's 
office 

As required by 
applicable 
Board and/or 
professional 

Zoning Permit Applications Application Fee Escrow Fee 

Grading and drainage   

   Plan review $50 $500* 

   Inspection  $250* 

Principal structures   

   New principal structures $250  

   Additions and alterations   

      Greater than 1,000 square feet $100  

      Greater than 500, up to 1,000 square feet $75  

      500 square feet or less $50  

   Porches, stoops, decks, landings, and 
   steps 

$25  

Accessory structures   

   Retaining walls four (4) feet or greater in 
   height and in-ground swimming pools 

  

      Plan review $50 $250* 

      Inspection  $250* 

   Detached garages, and any other structure 
   deemed to be accessory structures greater 
   than 100 square feet 

$50  

   Retaining walls less than four (4) feet in 
   height, parking lots, driveways, sport 

$25  
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Fee Schedule 

Application for Development Application Fee Escrow Fee 

   courts, fences, walls, sheds, patios 
    , private 
   walkways, above-ground swimming 
   pools, rooftop solar panels, A/C 
   condenser units, generators, tanks, 
   and any other structure deemed to be 
   accessory structures 100 square feet or 
   less 

   Construction trailers, construction fences, 
   and any other structure deemed to be 
   temporary structures 

$25  

Home occupation $25  

Change of occupancy or use   

   Greater than 2,500 square feet $100  

   Greater than 500, up to 2,500 square 
   feet 

$75  

   500 square feet or less $25  

   Pop-up business $25  

Alterations to facade $50  

Signs (each sign) $25  

Outdoor displays of retail merchandise and 
sidewalk cafes 

$25  

Exemption from site plan review $400  

Exemption from site plan review for signs $100  

Other zoning permits $25  

 
 NOTES: 
 

* Escrow accounts for grading and drainage (including when associated with new single- and 
two-family dwellings), retaining walls four (4) feet or greater in height and in-ground swimming 
pools are for engineering plan review and inspections only 

 
SECTION 4. Article 48 (Sign Regulations) in Part IV (Development and Design Standards) in Chapter 
110 (Land Development) of the Code of the Borough of Metuchen is hereby amended to read as 
follows: 
 
Article 48 Sign Regulations 
 
 §110-184 Purpose and intent; applicability; general provisions. 

 
A. Purpose and intent. Signs perform an important function in identifying and promoting 

properties, residences, businesses, services, events, and other matters of interest to the 
public. The purpose and intent of this section is to regulate the use of signs so that they 
are appropriate for their respective uses, in keeping with the appearance of the affected 
property and surrounding environment, and to preserve the aesthetic character of the 
Borough of Metuchen. These standards are designed to protect and promote the public 
health, safety, morals, and general welfare by: 

 
(1) Providing clear and uniform standards controlling the type, number, and physical 

dimensions of signs, and establishing reasonable limits on the time, place, and 
manner of sign display. 

 
(2) Preventing the disruptions, obstructions, and hazards to pedestrian and vehicular 

traffic that signs may cause. 
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(3) Avoiding excessive conflicts from large or multiple signs to minimize clutter, 

unsightliness, and confusion. 
 

(4) Establishing a clear and flexible permitting process for the review and approval of 
signs. 

 
B. Applicability. Any sign erected, altered, or maintained after the effective date of this 

article shall conform to the standards contained herein. 
 
C. Permits. No sign shall be constructed or displayed unless a zoning permit has been 

approved by the Zoning Official and a construction permit has been approved by the 
Construction Code Official, where applicable, except that zoning permits shall not be 
required for signs for single- and two-family dwellings, temporary signs, and exempt 
signs, provided that such signs conform to the standards contained herein. 

 
D. Site plan applications. If any sign is included in an application for site plan review, all 

signs shall be approved by the Board as part of the site plan application prior to the 
issuance of permits for signs. 

 
E. Site plan exemptions. If any sign requires a deviation from certain requirements of this 

article, as more specifically defined in §110-7.1, such sign may be exempt from obtaining 
site plan approval in accordance with the procedures established in §110-7.1. All other 
deviations from this article shall be subject to site plan review. 

 
F. Maintenance. Signs shall be constructed of durable materials, maintained in good 

condition, and not allowed to become dilapidated. All signs, together with all supports, 
braces, anchors, and other parts, shall be kept in continual repair, including cleaning, 
painting, replacing of defective parts, and otherwise maintaining a presentable condition. 
Lack of proper maintenance shall be considered a violation of the applicable regulations 
of Chapter 140 Property Maintenance, and the sign shall be repaired, painted, cleaned, or 
otherwise returned to a presentable condition or removed upon notification by the Zoning 
Official or Construction Code Official, in accordance with the procedures established in 
Chapter 140 Property Maintenance. 

 
G. Replacements or alterations. If any sign is altered, except for any change in the message 

on the sign for an existing business or for the purposes of minor and customary 
maintenance and/or repairs, the sign shall thereafter conform to the standards contained 
herein. 

 
H. Non-conforming signs. Any lawfully non-conforming sign may be re-lettered or repaired. 

However, non-conforming signs shall not be rebuilt, enlarged, changed, or altered in size, 
location, or appearance unless such sign is made to conform to the standards contained 
herein. 

 
I. Computation of sign area. For the purposes of this article, the size of any sign shall be 

computed as follows: 
 

(1) The size of any sign shall be computed by determining the total area of any sign 
board, sign face, or sign background at its largest horizontal and vertical 
dimensions, not including framing, trim, molding, or other supporting and 
decorative elements incidental to the display itself. 

 
(2) Where any sign is mounted, affixed, applied, or painted directly on a wall, 

window, awning, canopy, or other surface without a defined sign area, the size of 
such sign shall be computed by determining the total area as measured by the 
largest horizontal and vertical dimensions of a related group of letters, numbers, 
symbols, other characters, logos, or images. 

 
(3) Any sign having two (2) sign faces shall have a total area consisting of the area of 

only one (1) side of the sign, but both sides may be used, and shall be considered 
as one (1) sign. 
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(4) In the case of any sign, other than a sandwich board sign, having two (2) sign 

faces with an interior angle of 15 degrees or greater, such sign shall be considered 
as two (2) separate signs.  

 
J. Illuminated signs. For purposes of this article, the illumination of signs shall be regulated 

as follows: 
 

(1) External illumination. 
 

(a) Signs that are externally illuminated by spotlights shall be permitted, 
provided that the light source is diffused, shielded, projected primarily on 
the sign, and not directly visible from the street. Such lighting may include 
but is not limited to ground-mounted spotlights lighting freestanding signs 
and gooseneck-type light fixtures lighting wall-mounted signs. 

 
(2) Internal illumination. 
 

(a) Box-type or cabinet signs that are internally illuminated shall not be 
permitted. 

 
(b) Signs with individually fabricated and mounted front-lit channel letters, 

numbers, symbols, other characters, logos, or images shall be permitted, 
provided that the light source is not directly visible. In the case where such 
channel letters are affixed to a raceway or wireway, such raceway or 
wireway shall be the same color as the surface upon which it is affixed. 

 
(c) Signs with individually fabricated and mounted back-lit channel letters, 

numbers, symbols, other characters, logos, or images shall be permitted, 
provided that the light source is directed to the surface upon which it is 
affixed and is not directly visible. In the case where such channel letters 
are affixed to a raceway or wireway, such raceway or wireway shall be the 
same color as the surface upon which it is affixed. 

 
(d) LED, neon, or similar signs placed inside a window or display case shall 

not be permitted.  
 
(e) Electronic message center (EMC), digital, video display, or similar signs 

shall not be permitted.  
 

§110-185 Design standards and guidelines. 
 

The following standards and guidelines shall be applicable to any project subject to site plan or 
subdivision review, site plan exemption, and zoning permits. 
 
A. Signs affixed to the exterior of a building shall be architecturally compatible with the 

style, composition, materials, colors, and details of the building, as well as with other 
signs used on the building or its vicinity. 

 
B. Signs shall fit within the existing façade features, shall be mounted so that the method of 

installation is concealed, and shall not interfere with windows, doors, and other openings, 
conceal architectural details, or obscure the composition of the facade where they are 
located. 

 
C. The permitted materials for signs shall be wood, composite board, finished metal, 

masonry, and other similar types of materials, provided that they are of durable, high-
quality, and weather resistant materials or finishes. Signs using wood shall use only high-
quality exterior grade wood with suitable grade finishes Banner and similar types of vinyl 
signs shall not be permitted as primary signs, but may be used as temporary signs 
pursuant to the applicable standards contained herein. 
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D. The permitted materials for applied letters shall be wood, finished metal, acrylic, foam 
density board, and similar types of materials provided that they are of durable, high-
quality, and weather resistant materials or finishes. 

 
§110-186 Permitted signs for ground-floor businesses. 

 
Ground-floor businesses in any business, downtown development, and gateway development 
district shall be permitted to have any one or combination of the following types of signs: 
 
A. Freestanding signs. A maximum of one (1) freestanding sign shall be permitted on the 

property, subject to the following standards: 
 

(1) Maximum size of the sign shall not exceed 16 square feet in area. 
 

(2) Maximum height from ground level to the uppermost portion of the sign shall not 
exceed five (5) feet. 

 
(3) Maximum height of the sign shall not exceed four (4) feet. 

 
(4) Maximum width of the sign shall not exceed six (6) feet. 
 
(5) Maximum thickness of the sign shall not exceed six (6) inches. 

 
(6) Maximum height of letters, numbers, symbols, other characters, logos, or images 

on the sign shall not exceed 18 inches. 
 

(7) No portion of such sign shall be located within five (5) feet from any lot line. No 
portion of such sign shall project or extend over sidewalks, walkways, driveways, 
or parking lots. 

 
(8) Such sign may be externally illuminated but shall not be internally illuminated. 

Where such sign is externally illuminated, no such illumination shall be permitted 
after 10:00 p.m. 

 
B. Wall-mounted signs. A maximum of one (1) wall-mounted sign shall be permitted for 

each business, subject to the following standards:  
 

(1) Maximum size of the sign shall not exceed 24 square feet in area. 
 
(2) Maximum height from ground level to the uppermost portion of the sign shall not 

exceed the top of the wall to which it is affixed in the case of single-story 
buildings or the bottom of any second story window in the case of multi-story 
buildings. 

 
(3) Maximum height of the sign shall not exceed three (3) feet. 

 
(4) Maximum width of the sign shall not exceed 12 feet. 

 
(5) Maximum thickness of the sign, together with any raceway or wireway, shall not 

exceed eight (8) inches. 
 
(6) Maximum height of letters, numbers, symbols, other characters, logos, or images 

on the sign shall not exceed two (2) feet. 
 
(7) Such sign shall be located directly along the frontage of the business. 
 
(8) Such sign may be either externally illuminated or internally illuminated. 

 
C. Blade signs. A maximum of one (1) blade sign shall be permitted for each business, 

subject to the following standards: 
 

(1) Maximum size of the sign shall not exceed 10 square feet in area. 
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(2) Maximum height from ground level to the uppermost portion of the sign shall not 

exceed the top of the wall to which it is affixed in the case of single-story 
buildings or the bottom of any second story windows in the case of multi-story 
buildings. Minimum height from ground level to the lowermost portion of the 
sign shall be eight (8) feet. 

 
(3) Maximum height of the sign shall not exceed four (4) feet. 
 
(4) Maximum width of the sign shall not exceed four (4) feet. 
 
(5) Maximum projection of the sign shall not exceed five (5) feet. Such sign shall be 

permitted to project or extend over a public sidewalk within a public right-of-way, 
provided that such sign shall be no closer than two (2) feet from the face of curb 
in the B-1 and D-1 districts and five (5) feet from the face of curb in all other 
districts. 

 
(6) Maximum height of letters, numbers, symbols, other characters, logos, or images 

on the sign shall not exceed two (2) feet. 
 
(7) Such sign shall be located directly along the frontage of the business/ Sicj sign 

shall be located no closer than eight (8) feet from another blade sign. 
 
(8) Such sign may be either externally illuminated or internally illuminated. Where 

such sign is externally illuminated, such illumination shall be from above or 
beside the sign, directly attached to the supporting element, and located no greater 
than one (1) foot from the sign. 

 
D. Awning/canopy signs. A maximum of three (3) awning/canopy signs shall be permitted 

for each business, subject to the following standards: 
 

(1) Maximum size of all such signs, taken together, shall not exceed a total of four (4) 
square feet in area. 

 
(2) Maximum height from ground level to the uppermost portion of the sign shall not 

exceed the top of the wall to which it is affixed in the case of single-story 
buildings or the bottom of any second story windows in the case of multi-story 
buildings. Minimum height from ground level to the lowermost portion of the 
sign shall be eight (8) feet. 

 
(3) Maximum height of each sign shall not exceed one (1) foot. 
 
(4) Maximum width of each sign shall not exceed 12 feet. 
 
(5) In the case of canopy signs, maximum thickness of each sign, together with any 

raceway or wireway, shall not exceed eight (8) inches. 
 
(6) Maximum height of letters, numbers, symbols, other characters, logos, or images 

on each sign shall not exceed one (1) foot. 
 
(7) Such signs shall be located directly along the frontage of the business. In the case 

of awning signs, such signs shall be located on the valance of the awning only. 
 
(8) In the case of awning signs, such signs may be externally illuminated but shall not 

be internally illuminated. Where such signs are externally illuminated, such 
illumination shall be from above the awning. In the case of canopy signs, such 
signs shall not be externally illuminated but may be internally illuminated. 

 
(9) In the case of awning signs, such signs shall be heat-pressed, silk-screened, or 

sewn on the awning. No such signs shall be painted onto or taped to the awning. 
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E. Window signs. Any number of window signs shall be permitted for each business, 
subject to the following standards: 

 
(1) Maximum size of all such signs, taken together, shall not exceed a total of 15% of 

the total area of ground-floor windows, including window portions of doors, and 
the maximum size of any individual sign shall not exceed eight (8) square feet in 
area.  

 
(2) Maximum height of each sign shall not exceed four (4) feet. 

 
(3) Maximum width of each sign shall not exceed four (4) feet. 
 
(4) Maximum height of letters, numbers, symbols, other characters, logos, or images 

on each sign shall not exceed two (2) feet. 
 

(5) Such signs shall be located directly along the frontage of the business. Any signs 
located inside the business and within three (3) feet of the window or door shall 
constitute window signs. 

 
(6) No such signs shall be illuminated. 
 
(7) Such signs shall be stenciled, etched, silk-screened, hand-painted, or applied on 

the interior of the window or door. No such signs shall be taped to the window or 
door. 

 
F. Sandwich board signs. A maximum of one (1) sandwich board sign shall be permitted for 

each business, subject to the following standards: 
 

(1) Maximum size of the sign shall not exceed six (6) square feet in area. 
 

(2) Maximum height from ground level to the uppermost portion of the sign shall not 
exceed four (4) feet. 

 
(3) Maximum height of the sign shall not exceed three (3) feet. 

 
(4) Maximum width of the sign shall not exceed three (3) feet. 
 
(5) Maximum thickness of the sign shall not exceed two (2) inches. 

 
(6) Maximum height of letters, numbers, symbols, other characters, logos, or images 

on the sign shall not exceed one (1) foot. 
 

(7) Such sign shall be located directly along the frontage of the business. Such sign 
shall be permitted to be displayed during the hours of the business only, shall be 
removed from the sidewalk, and stored inside the business upon the close of 
business each day. No such sign shall interfere with pedestrian or vehicular 
circulation on a public space, pedestrian walkway, sidewalk, alley, driveway, 
parking area, or street. 

 
(8) No such sign shall be illuminated. 
 
(9) Such sign shall be constructed of wood, composite board, chalkboard and/or 

finished metal. Letters, numbers, symbols, other characters, logos, or images shall 
be handwritten, painted, or printed. Plastic signs or signs with individual 
changeable letters shall not be permitted. 

 
G. Additional signs. 
 

(1) Ground-floor businesses located on corner lots, therefore having a second façade 
fronting on a public street, shall be permitted to have one (1) additional wall-
mounted sign, one (1) additional blade sign, and/or three (3) additional 
awning/canopy signs on the façade of the building facing the side street, provided 
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that such signs conform to the standards contained herein. In the case where the 
additional sign faces a residential district, no such sign shall be illuminated. 

 
(2) Ground-floor businesses having a side or rear façade facing a public space, 

pedestrian walkway, sidewalk, alley, driveway, or parking area shall be permitted 
to have one (1) additional wall-mounted sign, one (1) additional blade sign, and/or 
three (3) additional awning/canopy signs on the façade of the building facing the 
public space, pedestrian walkway, sidewalk, alley, driveway, or parking area, 
provided that such signs conform to the standards contained herein. In the case 
where the additional sign faces a residential district, no such sign shall be 
illuminated. 

 
(3) Ground-floor barbershops shall be permitted to have one (1) traditional barber 

pole, provided that the minimum height from ground level to the lowermost 
portion of the barber pole shall be eight (8) feet, and the maximum projection of 
the sign shall not exceed three (3) feet. 

 
(4) Ground-floor eating and drinking establishments shall be permitted to have one 

(1) wall-mounted menu board or display case, subject to the following standards: 
 

(a) Maximum size of the menu board or display case shall not exceed four (4) 
square feet in area. 

 
(b) Maximum height from ground level to the uppermost portion of the menu 

board or display case shall not exceed six (6) feet. 
 
(c) Maximum height of the menu board or display case shall not exceed three 

(3) feet. 
 
(d) Maximum width of the menu board or display case shall not exceed three 

(3) feet. 
 
(e) Maximum thickness of the menu board or display shall not exceed six (6) 

inches. 
 
(f) Maximum height of letters, numbers, symbols, other characters, logos, or 

images on the sign shall not exceed one (1) foot. 
 
(g) Such menu board or display case shall be located within five (5) feet of the 

main entrance to the business. 
 
(h) No such menu board or display shall be illuminated. 
 
(i) Such menu board or display case shall be constructed of wood, composite 

board, or finished metal, with the menu clearly visible through a glass or 
Plexiglass front. 

 
§110-187 Permitted signs for other non-residential uses. 

 
The following signs shall be permitted, pursuant to the following standards based on the type of 
use, location of use, and district such use is located in: 
 
A. Signs for buildings containing multiple ground-floor businesses and/or any upper-story 

business in any business, downtown development, and gateway development district shall 
be permitted to have a maximum of one (1) freestanding sign or wall-mounted sign 
serving as a directory of multiple ground-floor businesses and/or any upper-story 
business, subject to the following standards: 

 
(1) In the case of a freestanding directory sign, such sign shall constitute as the only 

permitted freestanding sign located on the property and shall be subject to the 
following standards: 

 



Borough Council Meeting 
September 9, 2024 
 

(a) Maximum size of the sign shall not exceed six (6) square feet in area, 
within which the primary name panel and each individual tenant panel 
shall not exceed two (2) square feet in area. 

 
(b) Maximum height from ground level to the uppermost portion of the sign 

shall not exceed five (5) feet. 
 

(c) Maximum height of the sign shall not exceed three (3) feet. 
 

(d) Maximum width of the sign shall not exceed three (3) feet. 
 

(e) Maximum thickness of the sign shall not exceed six (6) inches. 
 
(f) Maximum height of letters, numbers, symbols, other characters, logos, or 

images  on the sign shall not exceed six (6) inches. 
 

(g) No portion of such sign shall be located within five (5) feet from any lot 
line. No portion of such sign shall project or extend over sidewalks, 
walkways, driveways, or parking areas. 

 
(h) Such sign may be externally illuminated but shall not be internally 

illuminated. Where such sign is externally illuminated, no such 
illumination shall be permitted after 10:00 p.m. 

 
(2) In the case of a wall-mounted directory sign, such sign shall be in addition to any 

permitted wall-mounted signs located on the building and shall be subject to the 
following standards: 

 
(a) Maximum size of the sign shall not exceed six (6) square feet in area, 

within which the primary name panel and each individual tenant panel 
shall not exceed two (2) square feet in area. 

 
(b) Maximum height from ground level to the uppermost portion of the sign 

shall not exceed the top of the wall to which it is affixed in the case of 
single-story buildings or the bottom of any second story window in the 
case of multi-story buildings. 

 
(c) Maximum height of the sign shall not exceed three (3) feet. 

 
(d) Maximum width of the sign shall not exceed three (3) feet. 

 
(e) Maximum thickness of the sign shall not exceed four (4) inches. 
 
(f) Maximum height of letters, numbers, symbols, other characters, logos, or 

images on the sign shall not exceed six (6) inches. 
 

(g) No such sign shall be illuminated. 
 

B. Signs for any use in the LI Light Industrial district: a maximum of (1) freestanding sign 
and one (1) wall-mounted sign shall be permitted, subject to the applicable standards 
contained in §110-186, and provided that no such sign shall be illuminated after 10:00 
p.m. 

 
C. Signs for institutional uses located in any district: a maximum of one (1) freestanding 

sign and one (1) wall-mounted sign shall be permitted, subject to the applicable standards 
contained in §110-186, and provided that no such sign shall be illuminated after 10:00 
p.m. 

 
D. Signs for business uses located in any residential district: a maximum of one (1) 

freestanding sign or wall-mounted sign shall be permitted, subject to the applicable 
standards contained in §110-186, and provided that the maximum size of the sign shall 
not exceed three (3) square feet in area and that no such sign shall be illuminated. 
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§110-188 Permitted primary signs for residential developments. 

 
Apartments, townhouses, and other multifamily residential developments shall be permitted to 
have any one or combination of the following types of signs: 
 
A. Residential development identification sign. A maximum of one (1) freestanding sign or 

wall-mounted sign identifying the residential development shall be permitted, provided 
that the maximum size of such sign shall not exceed 12 square feet in area. 

 
B. Building identification sign. A maximum of two (2) wall-mounted signs identifying each 

building within the residential development shall be permitted, provided that the 
maximum size of each sign shall not exceed two (2) square feet in area. 

 
C. Management office identification sign. A maximum of one (1) wall-mounted sign 

identifying the location of the management office shall be permitted, provided that the 
maximum size of such sign shall not exceed two (2) square feet in area. 
 

§110-189 Temporary signs. 
 

The following signs are authorized without a zoning permit, so long as such signs conform to the 
standards contained herein. 

 
A. Temporary window advertising signs. Ground-floor businesses in any business, 

downtown development, and gateway development district shall be allowed to have any 
number of temporary window advertising signs, subject to the following standards: 

 
(1) Maximum size of all such signs, taken together, shall not exceed a total of 25% of 

the total area of ground-floor windows, including window portions of doors, and 
the maximum size of any individual sign shall not exceed eight (8) square feet in 
area. 

 
(2) Such signs shall be located directly along the frontage of the business. Any 

temporary sign located inside the business and within three (3) feet of the window 
or door shall constitute a temporary window sign. 

 
(3) No such sign shall be illuminated. 
 
(4) Such signs may be constructed of paper, cardboard, or plastic affixed or applied 

on the interior of the window or door. No such sign shall be taped to the window 
or door. 

 
(5) Such signs shall be allowed to be displayed for a period not to exceed 30 days and 

shall clearly indicate the date of their posting. 
 

B. Temporary special promotion signs. Ground-floor businesses in any business, downtown 
development, and gateway development district shall be allowed to have any number of 
temporary special promotion signs advertising the opening of a new ground-floor 
business or change in ownership of an existing ground-floor business, subject to the 
following standards: 

 
(1) Maximum size of all such signs, taken together, shall not exceed 16 square feet in 

area, exclusive of pennants, banners, balloons, and similar types of displays which 
shall be permitted under this section only, provided that such displays do not 
contain signage. 

 
(2) No such sign shall be illuminated. 
 
(3) Such signs may be constructed of paper, cardboard, or plastic affixed or applied 

on the interior of the window or door. No such sign shall be taped to the window 
or door. 
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(4) Such signs shall be allowed to be displayed for a period not to exceed 30 days and 
shall clearly indicate the date of their posting. 

 
C. Temporary wall-mounted banner signs. Ground-floor businesses in any business, 

downtown development, and gateway development district shall be allowed to utilize a 
maximum of one (1) temporary wall-mounted banner sign pending the installation or 
repair of a permanent wall-mounted sign, subject to the following standards: 

 
(1) Maximum size of the sign shall not exceed 16 square feet in area. 

 
(2) No such sign shall be illuminated. 
 
(3) Such sign shall be affixed at all corners to the exterior wall so as to prevent any 

disruptions, obstructions, and hazards to pedestrian and vehicular traffic that such 
banner sign may cause. 

 
(4) Such signs shall be allowed to be displayed for a period not to exceed 30 days and 

shall clearly indicate the date of their posting; however, such may be extended for 
one (1) additional 30-day period subject to the issuance of a zoning permit. 
Notwithstanding the above, such sign shall be removed immediately after 
installation or repair of a permanent wall-mounted sign. 

 
D. Temporary construction signs. Any active construction site in any district shall be 

allowed to have a maximum of one (1) temporary construction sign, subject to the 
following standards: 

 
(1) Maximum size of the sign shall not exceed 16 square feet in area. 

 
(2) Maximum height from ground level to the uppermost portion of the sign shall not 

exceed five (5) feet. 
 

(3) In the case of a free-standing construction sign, no portion of such sign shall be 
located within 10 feet from any lot line. No portion of such sign shall project or 
extend over sidewalks, walkways, driveways, or parking lots. 

 
(4) No such sign shall be illuminated. 
 
(5) Such sign shall be allowed to be displayed for a period not to exceed six (6) 

months and shall clearly indicate the date of their posting; however, such may be 
extended for one (1) additional six-month period subject to the issuance of a 
zoning permit. Notwithstanding the above, such sign shall be removed 
immediately after issuance of a certificate of approval or a certificate of 
occupancy. 

 
§110-190 Exempt signs. 

 
The following signs are authorized without a zoning permit, so long as such signs conform to the 
standards contained herein. 
 
A. Official traffic signs. 
 
B. Public or regulatory signs installed, required, or authorized by local, state, or federal 

governments, agencies, or utilities, including but not limited to traffic, utility, safety, 
railroad crossing, and identification or directional signs for public facilities. 

 
C. Lamppost banners or overhead banners spanning a street or roadway advertising public 

functions or fund-raising events for charitable, or religious, civic, philanthropic, or 
educational organization installed, required, or authorized by local government. 

 
D. Historical tablets, cornerstones, plaques, and markers installed, required, or authorized by 

local, state, or federal governments, agencies, or utilities, provided that such are non-
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commercial in nature, and are not internally illuminated. Such signs shall not exceed 
three (3) square feet in area. 

 
E. Art and murals, provided that such are non-commercial in nature, and are not internally 

illuminated. 
 
F. Holiday and seasonal displays. 
 
G. Personal expression signs, provided that such are non-commercial in nature, and are not 

illuminated. There shall be a maximum of three (3) such signs on each property and the 
maximum size of all such signs, taken together, shall not exceed six (6) square feet in 
area. 

 
H. Street address signs, provided that such are non-commercial in nature, and are not 

illuminated. There shall be a maximum of one (1) such sign on each property. Within 
residential districts, such sign shall not exceed three (3) square feet in area. Within non-
residential districts, such sign shall not exceed five (5) square feet in area. 

 
I. Security and warning signs, provided that such signs are non-commercial in nature, and 

are not illuminated. Within residential districts, such signs shall not exceed two (2) 
square feet in area. Within non-residential districts, there shall be a maximum of one (1) 
larger sign not to exceed five (5) square feet in area and all other signs shall not exceed 
two (2) square feet in area. 

 
J. Private roadway, driveway, or premises signs, provided that such signs are non-

commercial in nature, and are not illuminated. Within residential districts, such signs 
shall not exceed two (2) square feet in area. Within non-residential districts, there shall be 
a maximum of one (1) larger sign not to exceed five (5) square feet in area and all other 
signs shall not exceed two (2) square feet in area. 

 
K. Directional, loading zone, entrance, and exit signs, provided that such signs are non-

commercial in nature, and are not illuminated. Such signs shall not exceed three (3) 
square feet in area and shall not exceed three (3) feet in height. 

 
L. Signs which are an integral part of vending machines, including gasoline pumps, 

provided that each sign does not exceed two (2) square feet in area. 
 
M. Garage sale signs in accordance with Chapter 98. 

 
§ 110-191 Prohibited signs. 

 
The following signs are specifically prohibited in any district, including, but not limited to, the 
following: 

 
A. Signs which obstruct any window, door, or other opening used as a regular means of 

ingress and egress, to provide required light and ventilation or for emergency access and 
escape. 

 
B. Signs located within any public right-of-way, including placed on any sidewalk, street, 

curb, fire hydrant, lamppost, utility pole, fence, railroad right-of-way, or fixtures of the 
fire alarm or police communication system of the Borough or any public building or 
structure. This provision shall not apply to signs specifically permitted to be located 
within any public right-of-way pursuant to applicable standards contained herein. 

 
C. Signs affixed to any tree on public or private property. 

 
D. Signs maintained at any location where, by reason of color, illumination, position, size, 

shape, or design, they may obstruct, impair, obscure, or be confused with any traffic 
control sign, signal, or device or other official parking, directional, warning, or 
information sign or where they may interfere with traffic visibility or safety or mislead or 
confuse vehicular traffic. 
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E. Feather flag signs, moving, fluttering, or rotating signs, interactive, flashing, blinking,  or 
animated signs or signs lighted by such methods. 

 
F. Signs located on vacant or unimproved land, unless the sign exclusively specifies the 

sale, lease, transfer, hire or approved development of the vacant property as permitted 
herein. 

 
G. Billboards. 

 
H. Signs located within any clear sight triangle. 

 
I. Signs located on motor vehicles shall be permitted pursuant to motor vehicle and traffic 

laws of New Jersey, except that no such motor vehicle bearing a sign shall be parked 
continuously in one location in excess of 24 hours, where there is direct visibility from a 
public right-of-way. 

 
J. Reserved. 
 
K. Reserved. 

 
L. Pennants, banners, balloons, and similar types of displays, except as permitted herein. 
 
M. Signs attached to or erected on the roof of any building. 

 
N. All signs not specifically permitted under any provision in this article are hereby 

prohibited. 
 
SECTION 5. Repealer. Any section, paragraph, subsection, clause, or provision of the Borough Code 
or prior Ordinances inconsistent with the provisions of this Ordinance is hereby repealed to the extent of 
such inconsistency. 
 
SECTION 6. Severability. If any section, paragraph, subsection, clause or provision of this Ordinance 
shall be adjudged by a court of competent jurisdiction to be invalid, such adjudication shall apply only to 
the section, paragraph, subsection, clause or provision so adjudicated, and the remainder of the 
Ordinance shall be deemed valid and effective. 
 
SECTION 7. Effective Date. This Ordinance shall take effect upon its passage and publication and 
filing with the County of Middlesex County Planning Board, and as provided for by law. 
 
Report of the Mayor 
 
Mayor Busch reported that the new website was up and running and thanks Councilmember Branch and 
Council President Delia for their efforts to help make this happen. 
 
Reports of Council Members 
 
Council President Delia reported that the Traffic and Transportation would be meeting on the coming 
Wednesday and that MDAs annual ‘Downtown Rumble’ would be on September 14. 
 
Councilmember Kandel had no report.  
 
Councilmember Jethwani reminded residents that September is Library Card Sign Up Month, and reported 
on upcoming Library programs including an author talk and an art show fundraiser for the Friends of the 
Library. 
 
Councilmember Hyman reported that the CARES Committee held their overdose awareness event and it 
was very successful. She let residents know about the Strengthening Families program, designed for 
families with 10 to 14 year olds. Councilmember Hyman also mentioned that the Parade Commission was 
planning the Winter Festival Parade and Tree Lighting, which will be held on December 1, and the 
Menorah Lighting, tentatively planned for December 26. Finally, she mentioned that the Board of Health 
would be meeting that Wednesday. 
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Councilmember Giamboi reported that the Shade Tree Commission had met the previous week and had 
discussed the updated tree lists and the Community Forestry Management Plan. She noted that the 
Environmental Commission unfortunately had to cancel the Green Fair due to the weather but hope to hold 
it next year. Councilmember Giamboi shared information regarding an upcoming highway cleanup day on a 
stretch of Route 27. Finally, she reported on the upcoming Senior Commission meeting and noted that the 
Center would be closed the day of the Middlesex County Senior Health and Fitness Walk. 
 
Councilmember Branch encouraged residents to send him feedback regarding the new website. He reported 
that the Arts Council’s first Porch Fest was coming up soon, as was the Middlesex County Jazz Festival. 
 
Report of the Borough Administrator 
 
Melissa Perilstein let residents know that there have been some office changes at Borough Hall, namely that 
Building and Zoning were now on the second floor, and the Parking Authority, Tax Assessor, and Health 
Inspector are now on the first floor. 
 
 
New Business Consent Agenda – Resolutions  
 
Council President Delia made a motion to approve New Business Consent Agenda Resolutions 2024-238 
to 2024-244, second by Councilmember Giamboi, with all in favor, motion carried, 6-0. 
 

RESOLUTION  2024-238 
 

RESOLUTION AMENDING RESOLUTION 2024-147 AUTHORIZING THE AWARD FOR 
AUTOMOTIVE PARTS & ACCESSORIES, AND FOR MAINTENANCE AND REPAIR FOR 

VEHICLES THROUGH STATE CONTRACTS 
 

 WHEREAS, by way of resolution 2024-57, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Metuchen 
authorized the award to purchase vehicle parts and maintenance and repair for fleet vehicles of the Borough 
of Metuchen, in the County of Middlesex, State of New Jersey; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the award authorized these purchases through State Contract T0126–OEM & Non 
OEM Maintenance & Repair Services for Light/Medium Duty Vehicles, and through State Contract T2760 
OEM Automotive Parts and Accessories for Light Duty Vehicles Class 4 or Lower; and 
 
 WHEREAS, said state contract T0126 was in effect from March 18, 2016 through March 17, 2024, 
extended with an extension until March 17, 2025, and state contract T2760 is in effect from August 5, 2019 
through August 4, 2023; extended until August 4, 2024, with an additional one year extension through 
August 4, 2025; and 
 
 WHEREAS, State Contract T0126 has been extended through March 17, 2024, for OEM & non-
OEM maintenance and repair services for light/medium duty vehicles; & State Contract T2760 OEM 
Automotive Parts and Accessories for Light Duty Vehicles Class 4 or Lower had been extended through 
August 4, 2024, with an additional one year extension through August 4, 2025; and 
 
 WHEREAS, Resolution 2024-57 was amended by Resolution 2024-129 to increase the award 
authorization from $12,000.00 to $17,000.00, and amended again by resolution 2024-147 from $17,000.00 
to $32,000.00; and 
 
 WHEREAS, another amendment is needed to increase the award authorization by an additional ten 
thousand dollars and no cents ($10,000.00); and 
 
 WHEREAS, the maximum amount for vehicle parts and maintenance and repair for fleet vehicles 
for the Borough of Metuchen is amended to increase the authorization by $10,000.00, for a grand total in an 
amount not to exceed  $42,000.00 with funds anticipated to be available in the 2024 Adopted Budget as 
certified by the Chief Financial Officer and that there are sufficient funds for such award and are available 
and is designated from Account number Streets & Roads-Vehicle Maintenance & Repair, 4-01-20-765-025; 
and 
 
 WHEREAS, this authorization for purchase of OEM automotive parts and accessories for light 
duty vehicles Class 4 or lower, under State Contract T2760 expires on December 31, 2024; and 
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 WHEREAS, this authorization for purchase of OEM and non-OEM maintenance and repair 
services for light/medium duty vehicles, under State Contract T0126 expires on December 31, 2024; and 
 
 WHEREAS, public bids are not required when the purchase is under a state contract in accordance 
with 40A:11-12 of the Local Public Contracts Law; and 
 
 WHEREAS, this procurement is awarded under N.J.S.A. 19:44A20.4 et seq. using a fair and open 
process to Malouf Ford Lincoln Inc, Inc. for the purchase of vehicle parts and maintenance and repair for 
fleet vehicles of the Borough of Metuchen. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of Metuchen, 
in the County of Middlesex as follows: 

The Chief Financial Officer and Borough Administrator are hereby authorized and directed 
to amend the existing Purchase Order previously amended as a result of Resolution 2024-
147 to Malouf Ford Lincoln Inc., PO Box 7480, 2210 US Highway 1, North Brunswick, NJ, 
08902, for a grand total not to exceed forty two thousand dollars and no cents ($42,000.00) 

RESOLUTION 2024-239 

RESOLUTION AMENDING RESOLUTION 2024-52 AUTHORIZING ESCNJ CONTRACT 
FOR AUTOMOTIVE PARTS AND ACCESSORIES 

 
 WHEREAS, by way of resolution 2024-52, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Metuchen 
authorized the award to purchase automotive parts and accessories for fleet management and repairs of 
Borough vehicles for the Borough of Metuchen, in the County of Middlesex, State of New Jersey; and 

 WHEREAS, automotive parts and accessories can be purchased through ESCNJ 20/21-38 
Automotive Parts & Accessories; and 

 
 WHEREAS, an amendment is needed to decrease the award authorization by ten thousand dollars 
and no cents ($10,000.00); and 
 
 WHEREAS, the maximum amount for vehicle parts and maintenance and repair for fleet vehicles 
for the Borough of Metuchen is amended to decrease the authorization by $10,000.00, for a grand total in 
an amount not to exceed  $22,000.00 with funds previously anticipated to be available in the 2024 Adopted 
Budget as certified by the Chief Financial Officer and that there are sufficient funds for such award and are 
now made available and is designated from Account number Streets & Roads-Vehicle Maintenance & 
Repair, 4-01-20-765-025 to be recommitted from the same appropriation line for another vendor; and 

 WHEREAS, the term of the contract is from November 20, 2020 to November 19, 2022, with a 
contract extension through November 19, 2024; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the authorization for purchases under this award expires on November 19, 2024; 
and 

 WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer’s certification of funds is made changing the award 
authorization to purchase automotive parts and accessories in an amount not to exceed $22,000 for the 
year 2024 from the 2024 Temporary Budget and 2024 Adopted budget appropriation line item Streets & 
Roads, Vehicle Maintenance 4-01-26-765-025 in the amount of $22,000.00; and 

  WHEREAS, ESCNJ shall be responsible for complying with the provisions of the Local Public 
Contracts Law (N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq.) and all other provisions of the revised statutes. 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of 
Metuchen, in the County of Middlesex as follows: 

The Chief Financial Officer and Borough Administrator are hereby authorized and directed to 
reduce and forward an amended purchase order to Parts Authority, 3 Dakota Drive, Suite 110, 
New Hyde Park, New York, 11042. 

 
RESOLUTION 2024-240 

 
RESOLUTION TO REFUND ESCROW BALANCE 
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 WHEREAS, the Planning Board Office has requested that the following escrow account be 
closed, and the balance be refunded to the depositor; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Planning Board Office has contacted the Board Planner, Engineer, and 
Attorney for authorization to release the funds and determine the project is closed; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Planning Board Office has provided a list to the Chief Finance Officer with a 
sign-off from the Board Professionals, that the following escrow project is complete and can be closed, 
and that no further billing from the professionals for this project will be paid; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the payment for release for project 17-1147 E will include interest in addition to 
the amount shown in the chart below. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 
Metuchen for the Chief Financial Officer/Tax Collector is instructed to refund, in the amount indicated, 
the following escrow balance to the depositor, as the project has been determined to be closed: 
 

      ESCROW 
     ACCOUNT 

AMOUNT DEPOSITOR 
 

17-1147 E 228.38 2602 Deerfield, LLC 
1 Rio Vista Drive 
Edison, NJ  08820 

 
RESOLUTION 2024-241 

 
RESOLUTION TO REFUND ESCROW BALANCE 

 
 WHEREAS, the Planning Board Office has requested that the following escrow account be 
closed, and the balance be refunded to the depositor; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Planning Board Office has contacted the Board Planner, Engineer, and 
Attorney for authorization to release the funds and determine the project is closed; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Planning Board Office has provided a list to the Chief Finance Officer with a 
sign-off from the Board Professionals, that the following escrow project is complete and can be closed, 
and that no further billing from the professionals for this project will be paid; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the payment for release for project 24-1375 E will include interest in addition to 
the amount shown in the chart below. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 
Metuchen for the Chief Financial Officer/Tax Collector is instructed to refund, in the amount indicated, 
the following escrow balance to the depositor, as the project has been determined to be closed: 
 
 

      ESCROW 
     ACCOUNT 

AMOUNT DEPOSITOR 
 

24-1375 E $1402.50 Ann Leonard 
190 High Street 
Block 141, Lot 28.15 

 
 

RESOLUTION 2024-242 
 

RESOLUTION TO REFUND ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT APPLICATION FEE  
  

WHEREAS, Joseph I. Prehodka, made payment on June 19, 2024, in the amount of $275.00 for the 
Zoning Board of Adjustment application fee for 54 Spear Street, Metuchen, NJ  08840, Block 219, Lot 53; 
and 
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 WHEREAS, Joseph I. Prehodka was overcharged $50.00 for the Zoning Board of Adjustment 
application fee for application #24-1388. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of Metuchen, 
that the Chief Financial Officer is hereby authorized and directed to refund the additional fees to Joseph I. 
Prehodka, in the amount of $50.00 for the Zoning Board of Adjustment application fee overpayment. 
 

RESOLUTION 2024-243 
 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING RELEASE OF STREET OPENING BOND 
 
 WHEREAS, in accordance with the Borough of Metuchen Ordinance, $500.00 was posted as the 
required Performance Guarantee by the contractor named below, for work done at the address named 
below; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Superintendent of Public Works advises that said work has been completed in a 
manner satisfactory to his department; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Superintendent of Public Works advises the release of the monies previously 
deposited. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by The Borough Council of the Borough of 
Metuchen that the Chief Financial Officer be and is hereby authorized to release said funds to the contractor 
listed below: 
 
Permit Number       Address                         Contractor  
        
2013-86/ 
PG 13-086 

38 Spear Street Mr. Rooter Plumbing 
1720 Ginesi Drive 
Freehold, NJ 07728 

 
RESOLUTION  2024-244 

 
RESOLUTION AMENDING RESOLUTION  2024-27 AWARD OF CONTRACT FOR 

BOROUGH BOND COUNSEL 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough of Metuchen has a need to amend Resolution 2024-27 previously 
awarded for Borough Bond Counsel as an amendment to a contract previously awarded, fair and open 
process pursuant to the provisions of N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.4; and  
 

WHEREAS, Requests for Qualifications were received on December 22, 2023 and reviewed by 
the Borough Administrator, Chief Financial Officer/QPA, and Borough Clerk; an 

 
WHEREAS, the anticipated term of this contract is the calendar year 2024; and  
 
WHEREAS, the original agreement stipulated that the maximum amount of the contract shall not 

exceed $15,000.00; and  
 
WHEREAS, the Borough deemed it necessary to dedicate an additional $5,000 for continued 

services; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the maximum amount of the contract is amended and shall not exceed twenty 
thousand dollars and no cents ($20,000.00) and the Chief Financial Officer has certified that there are 
sufficient funds for such contract and are available and is designated from 2024 Adopted Budget Legal 
Services appropriation line 3-01-20-712-027 for these services. 

 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 
Metuchen, in the County of Middlesex, as follows: 
 

The Mayor and Borough Clerk are hereby authorized and directed to increase the available funds 
for bond counsel services from the firm McCarter & English LLP, 4 Gateway Center, 100 Mulberry 
Street, Newark, NJ 07101. 
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Other New Business 
 
Council President Delia made a motion to approve Resolution 2024-245 authorizing payment of the bill 
list in the amount of $12,871,890.23, second by Councilmember Giamboi, with all in favor, motion 
carried, 6-0. 
 

RESOLUTION 2024-245 
 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE PAYMENT OF THE BILL LIST  
 
  BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Metuchen that the 
proper warrants be drawn, and all bills be paid totaling $12,871,890.23. 
 
 
 
 
Executive Session 
 
R2024-246 RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING AN EXECUTIVE SESSION WHICH 

EXCLUDES THE PUBLIC 
 
Council President Delia made a motion to approve Resolution 2024-246 authorizing an Executive 
Session to discuss matters regarding attorney-client privilege, second by Councilmember Giamboi, with 
all in favor, motion carried, 6-0. Executive Session began at 8:04 p.m. 
 
Council President Delia made a motion to return to the Regular Meeting, second by Councilmember 
Giamboi, with all in favor, motion carried, 6-0. The Regular Meeting resumed at 8:27 p.m. 
 
Adjournment 
 
Council President Delia made a motion to adjourn the meeting, second by Councilmember Giamboi, with 
all in favor, 6-0, the meeting was adjourned at 8:28 p.m. 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Deborah Zupan, RMC 
Borough Clerk 


