
BOROUGH OF METUCHEN COUNCIL MINUTES 

August 12, 2024 

7:30 PM  

 

The Regular Meeting of the Borough Council was held in the Council Chambers of Borough Hall on 

August 12, 2024. 

 

The Meeting was called to order at 7:30 p.m. by Mayor Busch. 

 

Mayor Busch invited George Matthes of Mt. Zion Lodge to lead the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

Adequate Notice of this meeting has been given in accordance with the Open Public Meeting Act, 

pursuant to Public Law 1975, Chapter 231. Said notice was published in the Home News Tribune on 

December 19, 2023, posted in Borough Hall, and on file in the Clerk’s Office. All requirements of the 

Open Public Meetings Act have been satisfied. 

 

Roll Call 

 

Mayor Busch asked for a call. Present were Councilmembers Branch, Giamboi, Hyman, Jethwani, and 

Council President Delia. Councilmember Kandel was absent. Also present were Borough Attorney Denis 

Murphy and Borough Clerk Deborah Zupan. Borough Administrator Melissa Perilstein was absent. 

 

Agenda Session 

 

Council President Delia made a motion to open the Agenda Session, second by Councilmember 

Giamboi, with all in favor, motion carried, 5-0. 

 

With no action taken, Council President Delia made a motion to close the Agenda Session, second by 

Councilmember Giamboi, with all in favor, motion carried, 5-0. 

 

Proclamations 

 

Mayor Busch read the following proclamation in honor of Mt. Zion Lodge’s 150th Anniversary: 

 

WHEREAS, the Mt. Zion Lodge #135 of Free and Accepted Masons is a nonprofit, nonpolitical 

men’s volunteer service organization, founded in 1874 with the mission of promoting Friendship, 

Morality, and Brotherly Love among its members; and  

WHEREAS, the Mt. Zion Lodge #135 of Free and Accepted Masons is the oldest existing civic 

organization in the Borough of Metuchen as well as a chapter of the world’s oldest and largest 

Fraternity; and 

WHEREAS, the Mt. Zion Lodge #135 of Free and Accepted Masons is celebrating their 150th 

Anniversary throughout of the year of 2024 with a gala, special events, and the creation of a 

comprehensive history; and 

WHEREAS, the Mt. Zion Lodge #135 of Free and Accepted Masons continues to serve the 

community by supporting local schools, youth activities, emergency services and charitable 

organizations. 

NOW THEREFORE I, JONATHAN M. BUSCH, Mayor of Borough of Metuchen, do hereby 

congratulate the Mt. Zion Lodge #135 of Free and Accepted Masons on the occasion of their one 

hundred and fiftieth anniversary of the founding of their lodge. Your contributions have enriched our 

community for a century and a half and I wish your Lodge many years of dedicated service and success 

to come. 

Mayor Busch read the following proclamation in honor of Overdose Awareness Day: 

 

WHEREAS, approximately 95,000 people die from alcohol-related causes each year in the 

United States; and 

WHEREAS, nationally there were over 107,000 overdose deaths during the 12-month period 

from January 2023 through December 2023; and  
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WHEREAS, these numbers represent 2,000 fewer overdose deaths than the previous year, they 

still indicate a 42% increase over pre-pandemic overdose deaths in 2019; and 

 WHEREAS, we recognize that these staggering numbers represent individual lives—mothers, 

fathers, sons and daughters, brothers and sisters, neighbors, and dear friends—all who are lost; and 

WHEREAS, a necessary first step in breaking the stigma that surrounds substance use disorders 

and addiction is coming together as a community and talking about it, without judgment, openly and 

compassionately; and 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Metuchen is calling on all communities to educate families that there 

is help and hope in recovery and to support overdose prevention policies and programs. 

NOW THEREFORE I, JONATHAN M. BUSCH, the Mayor of Metuchen, hereby proclaim August 

28, 2024, as the Third Annual International Overdose Awareness Day in the Borough of Metuchen. 

Public Comment 

 

Mayor Busch opened Public Comment to any members of the public wishing to speak. 

 

Helen Romero, 17 Roosevelt Court, stated that she had come to address the recent trach collection 

changes affecting Roosevelt Court, Victory Court, and parts of Main Street and Christol Street, and had 

a petition with over sixty signatures to protest the changes. Ms. Romero commented that she and other 

residents were frustrated by the Borough’s responses to their concerns about how their trash collection 

had been changed. 

 

Janice Uszenski, 3 Roosevelt Court, also expressed concern about the changes to trash pickup, citing the 

health, safety, and environmental concerns of residents in that neighborhood, and asked that a mutually 

acceptable solution be reached. Ms. Uszenski provided photographs of the situation to the Borough 

Clerk. 

 

Scott Ramsey, 5 Roosevelt Court, commented that the previous system of collecting trash from the alley 

had been working well and expressed his concern about the changes to trash pickup. 

 

Olenka Szynwelski, 9 Roosevelt Court, proposed a solution to the trash collection issues in her 

neighborhood, namely having DPW workers walk down the alley to collect trash. 

 

Joyce Thompson, 25 Roosevelt Court, expressed her concerns about her neighborhood’s trash situation 

and had questions about bulk trash as well. 

 

Michael Tatick, 45 Victory Court, inquired about who owns the alleyway behind the property, which is 

often not properly maintained, providing the Clerk with a photo for reference. Mr. Tatick also asked if 

Victory Court residents would be getting new garbage cans. 

 

Debra Nelson, 702 Main Street, remarked that, as a homeowner, she does not feel that her tax dollars 

had been but to work and that she and her neighbors do not benefit in the same way as other 

homeowners. Ms. Nelson remarked on the trash situation being discussed as well as ongoing parking 

issues. 

 

Seeing no one else wishing to speak, Mayor Busch closed the Public Comment. 

 

Mayor Busch took a moment to introduce the ne Library Director who was in attendance, Rebecca 

FrancoMartin. Ms. FrancoMartin said a few words, thanking everyone for being so welcoming. 

Councilmember Jethwani, liaison to the Library Board, thanked everyone involved for their hard work 

in finding a new Director. 

 

Executive Session 

 

R2024-222 RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING AN EXECUTIVE SESSION WHICH 

EXCLUDES THE PUBLIC 
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Council President Delia made a motion to approve Resolution 2024-222 and go into Executive Session, 

second by Councilmember Giamboi, with all in favor, motion carried, 5-0. Executive Session began at 

8:20 p.m. 

 

Council President Delia made a motion to return to the Regular Meeting, second by Councilmember 

Giamboi, with all in favor, motion carried, 5-0. The Regular Meeting resumed at 8:30 p.m. 

 

RESOLUTION 2024-222 

 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING AN EXECUTIVE SESSION WHICH  

EXCLUDES THE PUBLIC 

 

WHEREAS, the Open Public Meetings Act, P. L. 1975, Chapter 231 permits the exclusion of the 

public from a meeting in certain circumstances; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Council of the Borough of Metuchen is of the opinion that such circumstances 

presently exist; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Council of the Borough of Metuchen wishes to discuss: 

 

Collective Bargaining Agreement 

 

Minutes will be kept and once the matter involving the confidentiality of the above no longer 

requires that confidentiality, then the minutes can be made public. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the public be excluded from this meeting. 

 

 

Borough Council Meeting Minutes 

 

Council President Delia made a motion to approve Borough Council Meeting Minutes of June 3, 2024, 

second by Councilmember Giamboi, with all in favor, motion carried, 5-0. 

 

Communications Consent Agenda – Items A – J 

 

Council President Delia made a motion to approve Communications Consent Agenda items A-J, second 

by Councilmember Giamboi, with all in favor, motion carried, 5-0.  

 

A. Receive and Accept Arts Council Meeting Minutes of June 17, 2024 

B. Receive and Accept Board of Health Meeting Minutes of January 24, 2024 

C. Receive and Accept Human Relations Commission Meeting Minutes of January 16, 2024, 

February 6, 2024, and March 5, 2024 

D. Receive and Accept Library Board Meeting Minutes of June 11, 2024 and June 19, 2024 

E. Receive and Accept Planning Board Meeting Minutes of November 2, 2023, January 4, 2024, 

and June 6, 2024 

F. Traffic and Transportation Meeting Minutes of October 11, 2023, November 8, 2023, and 

December 13, 2023 

G. Receive and Accept Zoning Board Meeting Minutes of January 11, 2024 and February 8, 2024 

H. Receive and Approve Block Party-Street Closing for Lexington Drive, September 28, 2024 

I. Receive and Approve Block Party-Street Closing for Upland Avenue, September 7, 2024 

J. Receive and Approve Block Party-Street Closing for Salem Court, September 14, 2024 

 

Ordinances - Introduction 

 

 

Ord. 2024-18 ORDINANCE OF THE BOROUGH OF METUCHEN AMENDING THE 

CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF METUCHEN TO PROVIDE FOR LEAD-

BASED PAINT INSPECTION REQUIREMENTS AND ADDING AN 

ARTICLE ENTITLED “LEAD BASED PAINT INSPECTIONS” 

 

 

 



Borough Council Meeting 

Augusy 12, 2024 

 

Council President Delia asked that Ordinance 2024-18 be read by title only. 

 

Ms. Zupan read Ordinance 2024-18 by title only. 

 

Council President Delia moved that Ordinance 2024-18 be passed on first reading, published according 

to law, and a public hearing be set down for Monday, September 9, 2024, second by Councilmember 

Giamboi.  

 

Mayor Busch asked for a roll call vote. 

 

Roll Call: Yeas: Branch, Giamboi, Hyman, Jethwani, Delia     

   Nays:  None 

 

Ordinance 2024-18 was passed on first reading, 5-0 and will be published according to law. 

 

 

Ord. 2024-19 ORDINANCE OF THE BOROUGH OF METUCHEN AUTHORIZING 

THE SALE OF BOROUGH OF METUCHEN PROPERTY KNOWN AS 

BLOCK 97 LOT 1.02 ON THE OFFICIAL TAX MAP OF THE 

BOROUGH OF METUCHEN TO THE STATE OF NEW JERSEY 

 

Council President Delia asked that Ordinance 2024-19 be read by title only. 

 

Ms. Zupan read Ordinance 2024-19 by title only. 

 

Council President Delia moved that Ordinance 2024-19 be passed on first reading, published according 

to law, and a public hearing be set down for Monday, September 9, 2024, second by Councilmember 

Giamboi.  

 

Mayor Busch asked for a roll call vote. 

 

Roll Call: Yeas: Branch, Giamboi, Hyman, Jethwani, Delia     

   Nays:  None 

 

Ordinance 2024-19 was passed on first reading, 5-0 and will be published according to law. 

 

 

Ord. 2024-20 ORDINANCE AMENDING ARTICLE 1 (TITLE; PURPOSE; 

DEFINITIONS), ARTICLE 2 (ZONING PERMITS), ARTICLE 5 

(APPLICATION AND ESCROW FEES), AND ARTICLE 48 (SIGN 

REGULATIONS) IN CHAPTER 110 (LAND DEVELOPMENT) 

CONCERNING SIGN REGULATIONS WITHIN THE BOROUGH OF 

METUCHEN 

 

Council President Delia asked that Ordinance 2024-20 be read by title only. 

 

Ms. Zupan read Ordinance 2024-20 by title only. 

 

Council President Delia moved that Ordinance 2024-20 be passed on first reading, published according 

to law, and a public hearing be set down for Monday, September 9, 2024, second by Councilmember 

Giamboi.  

 

Mayor Busch asked for a roll call vote. 

 

Roll Call: Yeas: Branch, Giamboi, Hyman, Jethwani, Delia     

   Nays:  None 

 

Ordinance 2024-20 was passed on first reading, 5-0 and will be published according to law. 
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Reports of Council Members 

 

Council President Delia reported that the upcoming Traffic and Transportation meeting was canceled due to 

a lack of quorum. 

 

Councilmember Jethwani commented that the Library would be closed for several days for the restroom 

renovation project. She noted that there was a new art show at the Library Gallery and mentioned the 

upcoming AI workshop program. Finally, she reminded everyone the September is Library Card Signup 

Month. 

 

Councilmember Hyman reported that Board of Health and Parade Commission meetings were coming up 

soon. She reminded everyone that the CARES Committee’s Overdose Awareness Day event would be held 

on August 28, emphasizing that the event was about addressing the stigma of the issue and coming out as a 

community in support. 

 

Councilmember Giamboi reported that the Shade Tree Commission would be submitting their review of the 

proposed tree removal and replacement ordinance to bring it up to date with State requirements. The 

Commission will also be updating the approved tree list and the list of prohibited trees. She remarked that the 

Environmental Commission would soon be hosting its first ‘Green Fair’ in conjunction with the August Street 

Fair and reported that the Senior Center recently hosted a meet and greet to welcome the new Director, 

Brienne. Finally, Councilmember Giamboi reminded everyone that the First Presbyterian Food Pantry was 

in need of canned meats and fish, canned fruit, and other donations. 

 

Councilmember Branch reported that the Recreation Commission had started planning for 2025 

programming and events and reminded residents to sign up for Fall programs. He noted that the Arts 

Commission had recently hosted a concert featuring an A Capella group, Ball in the House, and that it was a 

fantastic event. 

 

Report of the Mayor 

 

Mayor Busch remarked that he was proud of the effort between the Arts Council, Metuchen Downtown 

Alliance, and the Borough who worked together to put on the Sugarhill Gang and C & C Music Factory 

concert downtown and that it was a fun night that also showed the potential of the Plaza space. He noted that 

events like this, and the Holiday Lights, are made possible by generous sponsors and supporters; the expense 

is not borne by taxpayers. Mayor Busch reported that Tim Hillmann, a Metuchen resident, had just become 

the Governor’s new Chief of Staff. He expressed his pride that Tim Hillman is the Governor’s second Chief 

of Staff hailing from Metuchen. 

 

New Business Consent Agenda – Resolutions 2024-223 to 2024-235 

 

Council President Delia made a motion to approve New Business Consent Agenda Resolutions 2024-223 

to 2024-235, second by Councilmember Giamboi, with all in favor, motion carried, 5-0. 

 

RESOLUTION 2024-223 

 

RESOLUTION APPOINTING FIREFIGHTER – UTKARSH M. PATEL 

 

 

 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Borough Council have been notified by Robert Donnan, Chief of the 

Metuchen Fire Department, that Utkarsh M. Patel has been approved to be a permanent member of the 

Metuchen Fire Department. 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Borough Council of the Borough of 

Metuchen that in accordance with Chapter 8 of the Code of the Borough of Metuchen, Utkarsh M. Patel be 

and hereby is elected, approved, and confirmed as a permanent member of the Fire Department of the 

Borough of Metuchen. 

 

RESOLUTION 2024-224 

 

RESOLUTION ADOPTING THE MOA AND AUTHORIZING THE ADMINISTRATION TO 

EXECUTE A 2024-2027 COLLECTIVE NEGOTIATION AGREEMENT WHICH 

INCORPORATES THE CHANGES SET FORTH IN THE MOA INTO THE NEW COLLECTIVE 
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NEGOTIATION AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE BOROUGH OF METUCHEN AND 

TEAMSTERS LOCAL 11 

 

 WHEREAS, The Borough of Metuchen is in need of a new Collective Negotiation Agreement with 

the Borough of Metuchen and Teamsters Local 11; and 

 

 WHEREAS, The Borough Negotiation Committee, representing the Mayor and Council, and 

Teamsters Local 11, have negotiated a new agreement; and  

 

 WHEREAS, The parties have executed a Memorandum of Agreement setting forth the terms of the 

Agreement; and 

 

 WHEREAS, The Mayor and Governing Body of the Borough of Metuchen have reviewed the MOA; 

and 

 

 WHEREAS, Teamsters Local 11 has ratified said Memorandum of Agreement.   

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Governing Body of the Borough of 

Metuchen, in the County of Middlesex, in the State of New Jersey as follows: 

 

The Memorandum of Agreement, as ratified by Teamsters Local 11, is hereby approved and that the 

Borough Administrator is hereby authorized to prepare and execute on behalf of the Borough of 

Metuchen a new Collective Negotiations Agreement incorporating the terms of the ratified MOA. 

 

RESOLUTION 2024-225 

 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE AWARD OF CONTRACT  

FOR BOROUGH URBAN PARK PLANNER AND/OR LICENSED LANDSCAPE ARCHITECT 

 

 WHEREAS, the Borough of Metuchen has a need to acquire the services of a Borough Urban 

Park Planner and/or Licensed Landscape Architect as a fair and open contract pursuant to the provisions 

of N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.4; and 

 

 WHEREAS, Requests for Qualifications were received on July 10, 2024 and reviewed by the 

Chief Financial Officer/Qualified Purchasing Agent, Borough Administrator and Director of Economic 

Development; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer anticipates that the value of the services rendered will 

exceed $5,000; and 

 

WHEREAS, the anticipated term of this contract is for the completion of services for the Thomas 

A. Mundy Pocket Park project for a year through July 21, 2025; and  

 

 WHEREAS, the maximum amount of the contract shall not exceed $60,000.00 and the Chief 

Financial Officer has certified that there is sufficient funds for such contract and is available and is 

designated from a NJ Department of Community Affairs Grant Account number G-02-41-788-314 for 

these services. 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Metuchen 

as follows: 

 

1.   The Mayor and Borough Clerk are hereby authorized and directed to execute an 

agreement with the firm of Arterial LLC, 507 Bloomfield Avenue, Montclair, NJ 07042. 

 

2.   This contract is awarded as a fair and open "Professional Service" in accordance with 

N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.4. 

 

3.   Notice of this action shall be printed once in The Home News Tribune. 
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RESOLUTION 2024-226 

 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE AWARD OF A PROFESSIONAL SERVICES 

CONTRACT TO COLLIERS ENGINEERING & DESIGN, TO PERFORM 

PROFESSIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES-PEARL STREET PIAZZA 

 

 WHEREAS, the Borough of Metuchen has a need to acquire the services of a Borough Engineer 

as a fair and open contract pursuant to the provisions of N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.5; and 

 

 WHEREAS, Requests for Qualifications for Professional Engineering services for the Borough 

of Metuchen were received by the Borough on December 22, 2023; and  

 

WHEREAS, by way of Resolution No. 2024-21, the Borough of Metuchen awarded a contract for 

Borough Engineer and professional engineering services to Colliers Engineering & Design for the 

calendar year 2024 at a cost not to exceed thirty-five thousand dollars ($35,000.00); and  

 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Metuchen has identified the need for professional environmental 

services for  Pearl Street Piazza pursuant to the provisions of N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.5; and 

 

WHEREAS Colliers Engineering & Design, submitted a proposal dated July 22, 2024, to the 

Borough to render professional environmental services for a cost not to exceed twelve thousand dollars 

and no cents ($12,000.00); and  

 

WHEREAS, the proposal was reviewed and evaluated, and it is the recommendation of the 

Borough Administrator that a contract for professional environmental services for Pearl Street Piazza be 

awarded to Colliers Engineering & Design of Holmdel, New Jersey consistent with the proposal 

submitted; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Council of the Borough of Metuchen have reviewed the proposal and have 

determined it is in the best interest of Metuchen to award a contract to Colliers Engineering & Design, of 

Holmdel, New Jersey to render professional environmental services for Pearl Street Piazza; and 

 

WHEREAS the cost for the proposed services shall not exceed twelve thousand dollars and no 

cents ($12,000.00) without further approval by the Mayor and Borough Council; and 

 

WHEREAS, this contract is awarded as a “fair and open contract” pursuant to and in accordance 

with the Local Unit Pay-to-Play Law; and  

  

 WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer's Certification of Funds has certified that there are 

sufficient funds for such contract and is available and is designated from the 2024 Adopted Budget 

Appropriation Line Administrative & Executive, Professional Services 4-01-20-701-028. 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of Metuchen 

that it hereby awards a contract to Colliers Engineering & Design, 101 Crawfords Corner Road, Holmdel, 

NJ 07733 on the basis of the proposal dated July 22, 2024 to provide professional environmental services 

to the Borough of Metuchen for Pearl Street Piazza for a cost not to exceed twelve thousand dollars and 

no cents ($12,000.00). 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor and Borough officials and employees are hereby 

authorized to take all necessary actions in order to effectuate the terms and provisions of this Resolution, 

including but not limited to the execution of an Agreement in the form acceptable in contents by the Mayor 

and Council President. 

 

RESOLUTION 2024-227 

 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE SALE OF BOROUGH PROPERTY DESIGNATED ON 

THE TAX MAP AS BLOCK 97, LOT 1.02 TO THE STATE OF NEW JERSEY AND 

AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION OF AN AGREEMENT OF SALE 

 

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:12-13(b)(1) authorizes a municipality to sell an interest in real property 

to a department of the State of New Jersey by private sale; and  
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WHEREAS, in lieu of proceeding under the Eminent Domain Act (N.J.S.A. 20:3-1, et seq.), the 

New Jersey Department of Transportation ("NJDOT") has offered to purchase property owned by the 

Borough of Metuchen located on Grove Avenue and designated on the Borough’s tax maps as Block 97 

Lot 1.02 (the “Property”) for Two Thousand Two Hundred Dollars ($2,200.00) for the Grove Avenue 

Bridge Over Port Reading Railroad Project; and  

WHEREAS, NJDOT has provided an appraisal report completed by Meehan Valuation with its 

offer supporting a fair-market valuation of $2,200 for the Property, which the Borough Assessor has 

reviewed and believes is acceptable; and 

WHEREAS, the Property is a small triangular lot less than one acre (0.00111 acres) in size and is 

approximately forty-nine (49) square feet; and 

WHEREAS, the Property is not needed for Borough purposes; and 

WHEREAS, based upon the Borough Tax Assessor’s review and evaluation, the Mayor and 

Borough Council have determined that the price offered by the State is fair and equitable consideration 

for the purchase of the Property and the Borough desires to sell and convey the Property to NJDOT 

voluntarily by way of agreement in order to realize a greater benefit for the Borough and avoid litigation 

under the Eminent Domain Act.  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 

Metuchen that it hereby authorizes the sale of Borough property designated on the tax map as Block 97, 

Lot 1.02 to the State of New Jersey for Two Thousand Two Hundred Dollars ($2,200.00) for the Grove 

Avenue Bridge Project; and  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor, Borough Clerk and all other Borough employees 

and officials are hereby authorized to execute an Agreement of Sale consistent with the terms of this 

Resolution in the form acceptable to the Mayor and Borough Administrator; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED the Mayor, Borough Clerk and all other Borough employees and 

officials are hereby authorized to take all action necessary to effectuate the sale of the Property to the State 

of New Jersey and for the transfer of ownership of the Property from the Borough of Metuchen to the 

State of New Jersey consistent with the terms of this Resolution. 

 

RESOLUTION 2024-228 

 

RESOLUTION APPOINTING CONDITIONAL REDEVELOPER AND AUTHORIZING 

EXECUTION OF A MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING 

 

 WHEREAS, the Local Redevelopment and Housing Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:12A-1, et seq., as 

amended and supplemented (“Redevelopment Law”), provides a process for municipalities to participate 

in the redevelopment and improvement of areas in need of rehabilitation or redevelopment; and 

 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Metuchen (“Borough”), pursuant to 

N.J.S.A. 40A:12-1 et seq., via Resolution 2020-50, adopted on February 3, 2020, formally declared the 

entirety of the Borough an area in need of rehabilitation (“Rehabilitation Area”); and  

WHEREAS, in order to facilitate the redevelopment and rehabilitation of the Rehabilitation Area, 

the Borough adopted Ordinance 2020-10, adopting the “Redevelopment Plan for Rehabilitation in the 

Borough of Metuchen March 2020” (“Redevelopment Plan”); and 

WHEREAS, the Redevelopment Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:12A-8(f), authorizes the Borough to arrange 

or contract with a redeveloper for the undertaking of any project or redevelopment work in an area 

designated as an area in need of rehabilitation or redevelopment; and 

 WHEREAS, the Borough has been in discussions with Main-Pearl LLC (“Conditional 

Redeveloper”) regarding redevelopment of a portion of the Rehabilitation Area known as Block 116, Lots 

34, & 36 (also known as 16 Pearl Street) and Block 116, Lots 20, 29.02, 30, 31 & 32 (also known as 12 

Pearl/395-397 Main Street) (the “Project Site”); and 

 WHEREAS, Conditional Redeveloper has presented its redevelopment concept to the Borough, 

which proposes, among other things, to undertake the design, construction, and management of a mixed-

use project (the “Project”) on the Project Site and the Borough and Conditional Redeveloper desire that 

the Project Site within the Rehabilitation Area be redeveloped in accordance herewith and the 

Redevelopment Plan, and any amendments thereto; and 
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WHEREAS, the Parties intend to commence to exclusively negotiate toward formulation of a 

Redevelopment Agreement to develop the Project Site; and 

WHEREAS, the Borough desires to designate Conditional Redeveloper as conditional 

redeveloper in order to negotiate with Conditional Redeveloper for a period of one hundred eighty (180) 

days in an effort to agree upon a Redevelopment Agreement to undertake redevelopment of the Project 

Site; and 

 WHEREAS, the Borough and Conditional Redeveloper desire to memorialize, in writing, their 

agreement under a non-binding Memorandum of Understanding that evidences the Parties’ statement of 

intent. 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that Main-Pearl, LLC is hereby designated as 

Conditional Redeveloper for the Project Site and the Mayor and Borough Clerk are hereby authorized to 

execute the attached Memorandum of Understanding between the Borough and Conditional Redeveloper 

evidencing the Parties’ agreement to conduct exclusive negotiations toward the formulation of a 

Redevelopment Agreement for the Project Site. 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this Resolution shall take effect immediately upon  

 

adoption. 

 

RESOLUTION 2024-229 

 

RESOLUTION ESTABLISHING PRELIMINARY COSTS FOR RECREATION  

OPEN SPACE FACILITIES/PROJECTS 

 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Metuchen hereby acknowledges the requirement of preliminary costs 

to determine the scope and costs of a proposed undertaking.  The purpose of these preliminary costs is for 

the professional planning, design and review services for recreation open space facilities/projects; and 

 

WHEREAS, $135,000.00 has been received as a developer contribution for preliminary costs for 

professional planning, design and review services for recreation open space facilities/projects and said 

funds were turned over to the General Capital Fund for the specific purpose of providing funding for 

preliminary costs for professional planning, design and review services for recreation open space 

facilities/projects. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Chief Executive Officer of the 

Borough of Metuchen, New Jersey be and hereby authorizes the establishment of an appropriation for 

Preliminary Costs for the Recreation Open Space Planning, Design and Review Professional Services for 

the Recreation Open Space Facilities/Projects in the General Capital Fund, which shall not exceed 

$135,000.00 and the Chief Financial Officer is authorized to set up a Reserve for Preliminary Expenses 

from 2024 Adopted Budgeted Capital Section funds appropriated for the aforementioned purpose. 

 

 

RESOLUTION  2024-230 

 

RESOLUTION AMENDING RESOLUTION 2024-98 AUTHORIZING THE AWARD  

FOR MAINTENANCE AND REPAIR FOR HEAVY DUTY VEHICLES  

THROUGH STATE CONTRACT 

  

WHEREAS, there exists a need for heavy duty truck maintenance and repair for Public Works fleet vehicles 

the Borough of Metuchen, in the County of Middlesex, State of New Jersey; and 

 

  WHEREAS, this can be purchased through State Contract T2108 –Maintenance & Repair for Heavy 

Duty Vehicles (Class 5 or higher, over 15,000 LB GVWR) NJ Master Blanket 89290; and 

 

 WHEREAS, said contract is in effect from July 21, 2015 through November 20, 2024; and 

 

 WHEREAS, by way of Resolution 2024-98, a state contract award for duty truck maintenance and 

repair for Public Works fleet vehicles the Borough of Metuchen was made to Sanitation Truck Repair, Inc.; 

and 

 

 WHEREAS, the maximum amount for the maintenance and repair for heavy duty trucks for the 

Borough of Metuchen was awarded at $10,000.00 with funds anticipated to be available in the 2024 
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Temporary budget and 2024 Adopted budget as certified by the Chief Financial Officer and that there is 

sufficient funds for such award and is available and is designated from Appropriation Account Streets & 

Roads-Vehicle Maintenance & Repair, 4-01-20-765-025 for these services; and  

 

 WHEREAS, an additional $5,000.00 is needed for an adjusted maximum amount for heavy duty 

truck maintenance and repair for the Borough of Metuchen in the amount not to exceed fifteen thousand 

dollars and no cents ($15,000.00) as certified by the Chief Financial Officer from the 2024 Adopted Budget 

and that there is sufficient funds for such award and is available and is designated from Appropriation 

Account Streets & Roads-Vehicle Maintenance & Repair, 4-01-20-765-025 for these services; and 

   

 WHEREAS, the authorization to purchase goods and services under this award expires on November 

20, 2024; and 

 

 WHEREAS, public bids are not required when the purchase is under a state contract in accordance 

with 40A:11-12 of the Local Public Contracts Law. 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of Metuchen, 

in the County of Middlesex as follows: 

 

The Chief Financial Officer and Borough Administrator are hereby authorized and directed 

to approve and forward an adjusted Purchase Order to Sanitation Truck Repair, Inc., 2301 

Roosevelt Avenue, South Plainfield, NJ, 07080. 

 

 

RESOLUTION 2024-231 

 

RESOLUTION AMENDING RESOLUTON 2024-177 AUTHORIZING THE AWARD OF 

CONTRACT FOR MECHANICAL AND ELECTRICAL ENGINEER 

 

 WHEREAS,  by way of Resolution 2024-177, the Borough of Metuchen awarded a contract for  

the services of a Mechanical & Electrical Engineer for HVAC system upgrades at the Metuchen Senior 

Center, using a non-fair and open, now known as required disclosure process pursuant to the provisions 

of N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.5; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer/Qualified Purchasing Agent anticipates that the value of 

the services rendered will exceed $5,000; and 

 

WHEREAS, the anticipated term of this contract is for the completion of the project; and  

 

WHEREAS, Crane Associates, P.C. has submitted a proposal dated August 6, 2024, for Design 

Phase 2 mechanical and electrical engineering services for the Borough of Metuchen; and 

 

WHEREAS, Crane Associates, P.C. has completed and submitted an Ownership Disclosure 

Certification and Political Contribution Disclosure Form which certifies that Crane Associates, P.C. has 

not made any reportable contributions to a political or candidate committee in the Borough of Metuchen 

in the previous one year, and that the contract will prohibit Crane Associates, P.C. from making any 

reportable contributions through the term of the contract; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the original awarded maximum amount of the contract was $11,200.00 and the Chief 

Financial Officer had certified that there are sufficient funds for such contract and was available and 

designated from Capital Bond Ordinance 2024-11 Account number C-04-55-944-021 for these services; 

and 

 

 WHEREAS, the amended maximum amount of the contract is $22,500.00 and the Chief Financial 

Officer certifies that there are sufficient funds for such contract amendment and is available and designated 

from Capital Bond Ordinance 2024-11 Account number C-04-55-944-021 for these services for a total 

maximum award in the amount of twenty two thousand five hundred dollars and no cents ($22,500.00) 
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 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Metuchen 

as follows: 

 

1. The Mayor and Borough Clerk are hereby authorized and directed to amend the existing 

agreement with the firm Crane Associates, P.C., 92 East Main Street, Suite 200, 

Somerville, NJ 08876. 

 

2. This contract is awarded as a required disclosure (non-fair and open) “Professional Service" 

in accordance with N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.5. 

 

3. The Ownership Disclosure Certification and Political Contribution Disclosure Form is on 

file with resolution 2024-177. 

 

4. Notice of this action shall be printed once in The Home News Tribune. 

 

RESOLUTION 2024-232 

 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING CHANGE ORDER #2 AND FINAL CONTRACT DECREASE 

FOR MAGIC TOUCH CONSTRUCTION CO., INC. – POOL BATHHOUSE REPAIRS 

 

 WHEREAS, a Metuchen Pool plumbing services project for the repair and upgrade to the bathhouse 

showers has been approved in a contract between the Mayor and Council and Magic Touch Construction Co., 

Inc.; and 

 

 WHEREAS, on June 20, 2024, Magic Touch Construction Co., Inc. submitted a credit memo to the 

Borough for a Change Order decrease to the Borough in the amount of $1,790.00, which was reviewed and 

approved by the Borough Administrator and Qualified Purchasing Agent; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the decrease to the Borough for the Change Order #2 and Final is $1,790.00.    

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of Metuchen 

that the proper officials are hereby authorized to execute the said attached Change Order #2 and Final. 

 

RESOLUTION 2024-233 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING MONMOUTH-OCEAN EDUCATIONAL SERVICES 

COMMISSION COOPERATIVE CONTRACT FOR GENERAL CONSTRUCTION SERVICES 

 WHEREAS, there exists a need for repairs and upgrades to the breakroom at the Metuchen 

Department of Public Works in the Borough of Metuchen, County of Middlesex, State of New Jersey; and 

 WHEREAS, general construction services are offered through Monmouth-Ocean Educational 

Services Commission (Coop #289MOESC) Bid 25-02 on a time and materials basis ; and 

 

WHEREAS, the primary contractor for Middlesex & Monmouth, Ocean & Mercer, Burlington & 

Atlantic Counties for the #289MOESC Bid 25-02 award is GPC, Inc., general construction services are 

offered through Monmouth-Ocean Educational Services Commission (Coop #289MOESC) Bid 25-02 on 

a time and materials basis ; and 

 WHEREAS, the term of the contract is from April 24, 2024 to June 30, 2025; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the authorization for purchases under this award expires on December 31, 2024; 

and 

 WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer’s certification of funds is made authorizing the award for 

the repairs and improvements for the Metuchen Department of Public Works breakroom in an amount not 

to exceed forty eight thousand eight hundred ninety dollars and thirty cents ($48,890.30) from Capital 

Bond Ordinance 2023-07/2024-02, C-04-55-939-001 in the amount of $48,890.30; and 

WHEREAS the amount to complete the repair and upgrades to the breakroom is above the bid 

threshold as set by New Jersey Local Public Contracts Law N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq and is subject to vendor 

compliance with the New Jersey Prevailing Wage Act (N.J.S.A. 34:11-56.25 et seq.), N.J.A.C. 10:5-31 et seq 

and N.J.A.C. 17-27; and   
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WHEREAS, Monmouth-Ocean Educational Services Commission shall be responsible for 

complying with the provisions of the Local Public Contracts Law (N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq.), New Jersey 

Prevailing Wage Act (N.J.S.A. 34:11-56.25 et seq.), N.J.A.C. 10:5-31 et seq and N.J.A.C. 17-27 and all other 

provisions of the revised statutes. 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of 

Metuchen, in the County of Middlesex as follows: 

 

The Chief Financial Officer and Borough Administrator are hereby authorized and directed to 

approve and forward a purchase order to GPC, Inc., 20 E. Willow Street, Millburn, NJ 07041. 

 

RESOLUTION  2024-234 

 

RESOLUTION REQUESTING APPROVAL OF ITEMS OF  

REVENUE AND APPROPRIATION 

NJS 40A:4-87 

 

 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:4-87 provides that the Director of the Division of Local Government 

Services may approve the insertion of any special item of revenue in the budget of any county or 

municipality when such item shall have been made available by law and the amount was not determined 

at the time of the adoption of the budget; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Director may also approve the insertion of an item of appropriation for equal 

amount. 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 

Metuchen in the County of Middlesex, New Jersey, hereby requests the Director of the Division of Local 

Government Services to approve the insertion of an item of revenue in the budget in the year 2024 in the 

sum of $24,327.44 National Opioid Settlement. 

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the like sum of $24,327.44 is hereby appropriated under the 

caption National Opioid Settlement. 

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the above is the result of funds from National Opioid 

Settlement Fund in the amount of $24,327.44. 

 

RESOLUTION 2024-235 

 

RESOLUTION FOR LIEN REDEMPTION 

WHEREAS, the Tax Collector received the necessary amount to redeem the following Tax Sale 

Certificate on the following property: 

Cert #  Block/Lot Address    Lienholder 

21-00003 126/16  272 Grove Avenue  Green Knight Capital LLC 

  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Tax Collector be authorized to cancel this 

lien from the municipal record. 

 

Other New Business 

 

Council President Delia moved to approve Resolution 2024-236 authorizing payment of the bill list in 

the amount of $1,274,893.58, second by Councilmember Giamboi, with all in favor, motion carried, 5-0. 

 

RESOLUTION 2024-236 

 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE PAYMENT OF THE BILL LIST  

 

  BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Metuchen that the proper 

warrants be drawn, and all bills be paid totaling $1,274,893.58. 
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Adjournment 

 

Council President Delia made a motion to adjourn the meeting, second by Councilmember Giamboi, with 

all in favor, 5-0, the meeting was adjourned at 8:45 p.m. 

 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

 

 

 

Deborah Zupan, RMC 

Borough Clerk 


