
BOROUGH OF METUCHEN COUNCIL MINUTES 
November 18, 2024 

7:30 PM  
 
The Regular Meeting of the Borough Council was held in the Council Chambers of Borough Hall on 
November 18, 2024. 
 
The Meeting was called to order at 7:30 p.m. by Mayor Busch. 
 
Mayor Busch asked all to rise for the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Mayor Busch asked for a call. Present were Councilmembers Branch, Giamboi, Hyman, Jethwani, 
Kandel, and Council President Delia. Also present was Borough Clerk Deborah Zupan. Borough 
Administrator Melissa Perilstein was absent. Attorney Michelle Yang attended in place of Borough 
Attorney Denis Murphy. 
 
Adequate Notice of this meeting has been given in accordance with the Open Public Meeting Act, 
pursuant to Public Law 1975, Chapter 231. Said notice was published in the Home News Tribune on 
December 19, 2023, posted in Borough Hall, and on file in the Clerk’s Office. All requirements of the 
Open Public Meetings Act have been satisfied. 
 
Agenda Session 
 
Council President Delia made a motion to open the Agenda Session, second by Councilmember 
Giamboi, with all in favor, motion carried, 6-0. 
 
With no action taken, Council President Delia made a motion to close the Agenda Session, second by 
Councilmember Giamboi, with all in favor, motion carried, 6-0. 
 
Public Comment 
 
Mayor Busch opened Public Comment to any members of the public wishing to speak. 
 
Seeing no one wishing to speak, Mayor Busch closed the Public Comment. 
 
Borough Council Meeting Minutes 
 
Council President Delia made a motion to approve Borough Council Meeting Minutes of September 23, 
2024, second by Councilmember Giamboi. Councilmembers Hyman and Kandel abstained from voting. 
With all others in favor, motion carried, 4-0. 
 
Council President Delia made a motion to approve Borough Council Meeting Minutes of October 7, 
2024, second by Councilmember Giamboi. Councilmembers Jethwani and Kandel abstained from 
voting. With all others in favor, motion carried, 4-0. 
 
Communications Consent Agenda – Item A 
 
Council President Delia made a motion to approve Communications Consent Agenda item A, second by 
Councilmember Giamboi, with all in favor, motion carried, 6-0.  
 
A. Receive and Accept Senior Citizen Commission Meeting Minutes of September 11, 2024 
 
Ordinances – Introduction 
 
Ord. 2024-26 ORDINANCE RELEASING, EXTINGUISHING AND VACATING THE 

SAFETY PLACE PUBLIC RIGHTS OF WAY IN AND TO PORTIONS OF 
PROPERTY LOCATED ON BLOCK 132, LOTS 10, THROUGH 27 AND 46 
THROUGH 51, COMMONLY KNOWN AS PORTIONS OF SAFETY PLACE 

 
Council President Delia asked that Ordinance 2024-26 be read by title only. 
 
Ms. Zupan read Ordinance 2024-26 by title only. 
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Council President Delia moved that Ordinance 2024-26 be passed on first reading, published according 
to law, and a public hearing be set down for Monday, December 9, 2024, second by Councilmember 
Giamboi.  
 
Council President Delia asked for a roll call vote. 
 

Roll Call: Yeas: Branch, Giamboi, Hyman, Jethwani, Kandel, Delia    
   Nays:  None 
 
Ordinance 2024-26 was passed on first reading, 6-0 and will be published according to law. 
 
 
Ord. 2024-27 ORDINANCE AMENDING THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF METUCHEN, 

CHAPTER 87 “FEES”, SPECIFICALLY, SECTION 87-2, “SCHEDULE” AND 
CHAPTER 210, ENTITLED “FOOD-HANDLING ESTABLISHMENTS”, 
SPECIFICALLY, SECTION 210-2, “FEES” AND SECTION 210-6, 
“EXPIRATION; RENEWAL”   

 
 
Council President Delia asked that Ordinance 2024-27 be read by title only. 
 
Ms. Zupan read Ordinance 2024-27 by title only. 
 
Council President Delia moved that Ordinance 2024-27 be passed on first reading, published according 
to law, and a public hearing be set down for Monday, December 9, 2024, second by Councilmember 
Giamboi.  
 
Council President Delia asked for a roll call vote. 
 

Roll Call: Yeas: Branch, Giamboi, Hyman, Jethwani, Kandel, Delia    
   Nays:  None 
 
Ordinance 2024-27 was passed on first reading, 6-0 and will be published according to law. 
 
 
Ord. 2024-28 ORDINANCE AMENDING THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF METUCHEN, 

CHAPTER 175, ENTITLED “TAXICABS”, SPECIFICALLY, SECTION 175-10, 
“CHARGES”; SECTION 175-11, “OWNERS’ LICENSES; ISSUANCE; FEES” 
AND SECTION 175-12, “DRIVERS’ LICENSES; ISSUANCE; FEES”   

 
Council President Delia asked that Ordinance 2024-28 be read by title only. 
 
Ms. Zupan read Ordinance 2024-28 by title only. 
 
Council President Delia moved that Ordinance 2024-28 be passed on first reading, published according 
to law, and a public hearing be set down for Monday, December 9, 2024, second by Councilmember 
Giamboi.  
 
Council President Delia asked for a roll call vote. 
 

Roll Call: Yeas: Branch, Giamboi, Hyman, Jethwani, Kandel, Delia    
   Nays:  None 
 
Ordinance 2024-28 was passed on first reading, 6-0 and will be published according to law. 
 
 
Ord. 2024-29 ORDINANCE AMENDING THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF METUCHEN, 

CHAPTER 185, ENTITLED “VEHICLES AND TRAFFIC”, SPECIFICALLY, 
SECTION 185-29, “TAXI STANDS” REMOVING AND REPLACING ONE 
LOCATION AND SECTION 185-12(B), “METERED TIME LIMIT PARKING” 
REMOVING ONE LOCATION AND AMENDING ONE LOCATION 
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Council President Delia asked that Ordinance 2024-29 be read by title only. 
 
Ms. Zupan read Ordinance 2024-29 by title only. 
 
Council President Delia moved that Ordinance 2024-29 be passed on first reading, published according 
to law, and a public hearing be set down for Monday, December 9, 2024, second by Councilmember 
Giamboi.  
 
Council President Delia asked for a roll call vote. 
 

Roll Call: Yeas: Branch, Giamboi, Hyman, Jethwani, Kandel, Delia    
   Nays:  None 
 
Ordinance 2024-29 was passed on first reading, 6-0 and will be published according to law. 
 
Reports of Council Members 
 
Council President Delia reported that the Metuchen Downtown Alliance was getting ready for the holidays 
with several promotions to get people to come out and shop downtown. He noted that the past Sunday was 
World Day of Remembrance for traffic victims and that an event was held outside Borough Hall. 
 
Councilmember Kandel had no report. 
 
Councilmember Jethwani reported that she had met with a Daisy Girl Scout troop to help them earn one of 
their petals, and how they had many suggestions for how to improve parks. She also spoke about upcoming 
Library events, including a program on Indigenous Pottery and a winter holiday concert. 
 
Councilmember Hyman reported that the CARES Committee would be hosting a screening and discussion 
of the documentary ‘Screenagers’ at the Library. She noted that the Committee had sponsored a billboard on 
Route 27 with the ‘ One Pill Can Kill’ message, warning about the dangers of counterfeit drugs. Finally, she 
reported that planning for the Winter Festival Parade was going very well, with many new groups and 
performers participating. 
 
Councilmember Giamboi reported that the Shade Tree Commission would be pursuing a grant to get an 
updated tree inventory. She noted that Senior Center members would be participating in the Winter Festival 
Parade. Councilmember Giamboi explained that the fundraising group, Metuchen Seniors, Inc, has been 
doing a good job raising funds for things the Senior Center needs and that they were looking for new 
members. 
 
Councilmember Branch reported that the Arts Council was in planning mode and was working on new 
programming for 2025. He also reminded everyone about the outdoor fire ban. 
 
Report of the Mayor 
 
Mayor Busch acknowledged that State Senator Patrick Diegnan with his Chief of Staff and thanked them for 
coming. He mentioned the opening of the new Center Street Park, renovated with help from Middlesex Water, 
and talked about what a special neighborhood park it is. Mayor Busch reported that the parking changes 
would be taking place following feedback from the public, including the addition of the widely used 
ParkMobile app. He spoke about the upcoming 125th anniversary of Metuchen on March 20 and noted that 
the 250th anniversary of the United States would be the following year, on July 4, 2026. Because of these two 
anniversaries, the Borough would be launching the ‘Metuchen is America’ campaign, celebrating Metuchen 
as a quintessential American town. Mayor Busch mentioned that the ‘It Takes a Borough’ organization has 
been doing great work for the Borough, raising funds to help local families in need, and reminded everyone 
that bakers were still needed for their upcoming Cookie Walk event. 
 
 
New Business Consent Agenda – Resolutions 2024-279 to 2024-287 
 
Council President Delia made a motion to approve New Business Consent Agenda Resolutions 2024-279 
to 2024-287, second by Councilmember Giamboi, with all in favor, motion carried, 6-0. 
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RESOLUTION 2024-279 
 

WHEREAS, there are unexpended balances in various 2024 appropriation 
accounts not required for the balance of 2024; and 

 
WHEREAS, additional sums are required for the operating expenses of other 

Borough accounts, 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the following transfers be 
approved: 

 
Appropriation  From To 

FICA OE  16,500.00 
Streets & Roads OE  35,000.00 
Financial Administration Payroll Processing   500.00 
Sewers OE 12,000.00  
Recycling OE 15,000.00  
Parks & Playgrounds OE 8,000.00  
Buildings & Grounds OE 20,000.00  
Gasoline & Diesel Fuel  15,000.00  
Telephone   35,000.00 
Planning OE  4,300.00 
Fire Hydrants   24,900.00 
Legal OE 9,900.00  
Fire Department OE 10,000.00  
Office of Emergency Management OE 5,000.00  
Defined Contribution Retirement Plan OE  3,000.00 
METV S&W 4,000.00  
Streets & Roads S&W  9,000.00 
Police S&W 31,000.00  
Construction S&W  40,000.00 
Tax Collection OE  2,000.00 
Administration OE  10,000.00 
Finance S&W 10,500.00  
Public Works Administration S&W 56,600.00  
Administration S&W 10,000.00  
Assessment S&W 9,000.00  
Recreation S&W 10,000.00  
Parks & Playgrounds S&W  6,000.00 
Garbage & Trash S&W  5,000.00 
Senior Citizen Center S&W  1,800.00 
Planning S&W  31,000.00 
Sewers S&W  2,000.00 
TOTALS  226,000.00 226,000.00 
    
Pool  OE  15,000.00 
Pool S&W 15,000.00  
POOL UTILITY TOTALS  15,000.00 15,000.00 

 
RESOLUTION 2024-280 

 
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE AWARD OF A PROFESSIONAL SERVICES 

CONTRACT TO COLLIERS ENGINEERING & DESIGN, TO PERFORM 
ENGINEERING SERVICES FOR BIKE LANE IMPROVEMENTS ON HILLSIDE 

AVENUE 
 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Metuchen has a need to acquire the services of a Borough Engineer as 
a fair and open contract pursuant to the provisions of N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.4; and 
 

 WHEREAS, Requests for Qualifications for Professional Engineering services for the Borough 
of Metuchen were received by the Borough on December 22, 2023; and  
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WHEREAS, by way of Resolution No. 2024-21, the Borough of Metuchen awarded a contract for 

Borough Engineer and professional engineering services to Colliers Engineering & Design for the 
calendar year 2024 at a cost not to exceed thirty-five thousand dollars ($35,000.00); and  

 
WHEREAS, the Borough of Metuchen is in need of professional engineering services for bike lane 

improvements on Hillside Avenue; and  
 

WHEREAS, Colliers Engineering & Design submitted a proposal dated September 27, 2024, to 
the Borough to render engineering services for bike lane improvements on Hillside Avenue for a cost not 
to exceed eighty one thousand dollars and no cents ($81,000.00); and  
 

WHEREAS, the proposal was reviewed and evaluated, and it is the recommendation of the 
Borough Administrator that a contract for engineering services for bike lane improvements on Hillside 
Avenue be awarded to Colliers Engineering & Design of Red Bank, New Jersey consistent with the 
proposal submitted; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Council of the Borough of Metuchen have reviewed the proposal and have 
determined it is in the best interest of Metuchen to award a contract to Colliers Engineering & Design, of 
Red Bank, New Jersey to render engineering services for bike lane improvements on Hillside Avenue; 
and 
 

WHEREAS, the cost for the proposed services shall not exceed eighty one thousand dollars and 
no cents ($81,000.00) without further approval by the Mayor and Borough Council; and 
 

WHEREAS, this contract is awarded as a “fair and open contract” pursuant to and in accordance 
with the Local Unit Pay-to-Play Law; and  
  
 WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer's Certification of Funds has certified that there are 
sufficient funds for such contract and is available and is designated from the Capital Fund, Bond 
Ordinance 2024-11, C-04-55-944-021 for these services. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of Metuchen 
that it hereby awards a contract to Colliers Engineering & Design, 331 Newman Springs Road, Suite 203, 
Red Bank, NJ 07701 on the basis of the proposal dated September 27, 2024 to provide professional 
engineering services to the Borough of Metuchen for bike lane improvements on Hillside Avenue funded 
in an amount not to exceed eighty one thousand dollars and no cents ($81,000.00). 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor and Borough officials and employees are hereby 
authorized to take all necessary actions in order to effectuate the terms and provisions of this Resolution, 
including but not limited to the execution of an Agreement in the form acceptable in contents by the Mayor 
and Council President. 
 

RESOLUTION 2024-281 
 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING PURCHASE FROM SOMERSET COUNTY COOPERATIVE PRICING 
FOR RED DYED #2 DIESEL FUEL (ULTRA LOW SULFUR DIESEL), RED DYED WINTER BLEND 

DIESEL AND FUEL OIL-SECOND YEAR CC-0036-23 
 

  WHEREAS, there exists a need to purchase diesel fuel for the Borough of Metuchen, in the County 
of Middlesex, State of New Jersey; and 

 
           WHEREAS, this can be purchased through the Somerset County Cooperative Red Dyed #2 Diesel 
Fuel (Ultra Low Sulfur Diesel), Red Dyed Winter Blend Diesel and Fuel Oil, Open-ended Contract #CC-
0036-23, Cooperative Pricing Bid #2-SOCCP, Second Year of a Two-Year Contract pursuant to the 
provisions of NJSA 40A:11-11 (5); and 

 
  WHEREAS, said contract is the second year of a two-year contract for Red Dyed #2 Diesel Fuel 
(Ultra Low Sulfur Diesel), Red Dyed Winter Blend Diesel and Fuel Oil, Open-ended Contract #CC-0036-
23, Co-operative Pricing Bid #2-SOCCP which was approved on October 22, 2024 by the Somerset County 
Board of  County Commissioners is effective from October 22, 2024, to October 21, 2025; and  
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 WHEREAS, the authorization to purchase under this award expires on December 31, 2024; and 
   
  WHEREAS, the maximum amount of the purchase of Red Dyed #2 Diesel Fuel (Ultra Low Sulfur 
Diesel), Red Dyed Winter Blend Diesel and Fuel Oil for the Borough of Metuchen is $36,000.00 and that 
there are sufficient funds for such award as certified from the 2024 Adopted Budget, designated from Diesel 
and Gasoline Fuel Account Number 4-01-31-821-074; and 

 
  WHEREAS, the County of Somerset, New Jersey shall be responsible for complying with the 
provisions of the Local Public Contracts Law (N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq.) and all other provisions of the 
revised statutes. 

 
  NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of Metuchen, 
in the County of Middlesex as follows: 

 
The Chief Financial Officer and Borough Administrator are hereby authorized and directed to 
approve and forward a Purchase Order to National Fuel Oil Inc., 175 Orange Street, Newark, NJ 
07103. 

 
RESOLUTION  2024-282 

 
RESOLUTION AMENDING RESOLUTION 2024-238 AUTHORIZING THE AWARD FOR 

AUTOMOTIVE PARTS & ACCESSORIES, AND FOR MAINTENANCE AND REPAIR FOR 
VEHICLES THROUGH STATE CONTRACTS 

 
 WHEREAS, by way of resolution 2024-57, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Metuchen 
authorized the award to purchase vehicle parts and maintenance and repair for fleet vehicles of the Borough 
of Metuchen, in the County of Middlesex, State of New Jersey; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the award authorized these purchases through State Contract T0126–OEM & Non 
OEM Maintenance & Repair Services for Light/Medium Duty Vehicles, and through State Contract T2760 
OEM Automotive Parts and Accessories for Light Duty Vehicles Class 4 or Lower; and 
 
 WHEREAS, said state contract T0126 was in effect from March 18, 2016 through March 17, 2024, 
extended with an extension until March 17, 2025, and state contract T2760 is in effect from August 5, 2019 
through August 4, 2023; extended until August 4, 2024, with an additional one year extension through August 
4, 2025; and 
 
 WHEREAS, State Contract T0126 has been extended through March 17, 2024, for OEM & non-
OEM maintenance and repair services for light/medium duty vehicles; & State Contract T2760 OEM 
Automotive Parts and Accessories for Light Duty Vehicles Class 4 or Lower had been extended through 
August 4, 2024, with an additional one year extension through August 4, 2025; and 
 
 WHEREAS, Resolution 2024-57 was amended by Resolution 2024-129 to increase the award 
authorization from $12,000.00 to $17,000.00, amended again by resolution 2024-147 from $17,000.00 to 
$32,000.00 and amended by Resolution 2024-238 from $32,000.00 to $42,000.00; and 
 
 WHEREAS, another amendment is needed to increase the award authorization by an additional 
fifteen thousand dollars and no cents ($15,000.00); and 
 
 WHEREAS, the maximum amount for vehicle parts and maintenance and repair for fleet vehicles 
for the Borough of Metuchen is amended to increase the authorization by $15,000.00, for a grand total in an 
amount not to exceed  $57,000.00 with funds anticipated to be available in the 2024 Adopted Budget as 
certified by the Chief Financial Officer and that there are sufficient funds for such award and are available 
and is designated from Account number Streets & Roads-Vehicle Maintenance & Repair, 4-01-20-765-025; 
and 
 
 WHEREAS, this authorization for purchase of OEM automotive parts and accessories for light duty 
vehicles Class 4 or lower, under State Contract T2760 expires on December 31, 2024; and 
 
 WHEREAS, this authorization for purchase of OEM and non-OEM maintenance and repair services 
for light/medium duty vehicles, under State Contract T0126 expires on December 31, 2024; and 
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 WHEREAS, public bids are not required when the purchase is under a state contract in accordance 
with 40A:11-12 of the Local Public Contracts Law; and 
 
 WHEREAS, this procurement is awarded under N.J.S.A. 19:44A20.4 et seq. using a fair and open 
process to Malouf Ford Lincoln Inc, Inc. for the purchase of vehicle parts and maintenance and repair for 
fleet vehicles of the Borough of Metuchen. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of Metuchen, 
in the County of Middlesex as follows: 
 

The Chief Financial Officer and Borough Administrator are hereby authorized and directed 
to amend the existing Purchase Order previously amended as a result of Resolution 2024-147 
to Malouf Ford Lincoln Inc., PO Box 7480, 2210 US Highway 1, North Brunswick, NJ, 
08902, for a grand total not to exceed fifty seven thousand dollars and no cents ($57,000.00) 

 
RESOLUTION 2024-283 

 
RESOLUTION AMENDING RESOLUTION 2024-197 AUTHORIZING PURCHASE 
FROM SOMERSET COUNTY COOPERATIVE PRICING FOR OFFICE SUPPLIES, 

FURNITURE & EQUIPMENT, PRINTER INK CARTRIDGE & TONER, JUST-IN-TIME, 
DESKTOP DELIVERY, OPEN END, CATALOGUE BID 

 
WHEREAS by way of Resolution 2024-197, authorization was given to purchase office 

supplies, furniture & equipment, and electronic & technology supplies and for the Borough of Metuchen, 
in the County of Middlesex, State of New Jersey; and 

 
WHEREAS, this can be purchased through the Somerset County Cooperative Award #CC-

0001-24, Cooperative Pricing Bid #2-SOCCP Office Supplies, Furniture & Equipment, Printer Ink 
Cartridge & Toner, Just-In-Time, Desktop Delivery, Open End, Catalogue Bid, First Year of a Two-Year 
Contract pursuant to the provisions of NJSA 40A:11-11 (5); and 

 
WHEREAS, said contract is the first year of a two-year contract for Office Supplies, 

Furniture & Equipment, Printer Ink Cartridge & Toner, Just-In-Time, Desktop Delivery, Open End, 
Catalogue Bid Open End Contract #CC-0001-24, Co-operative Pricing Bid #2-SOCCP which was 
approved on May 28, 2024 by the Somerset County Board of County Commissioners is effective from 
May 28, 2024, to May 27, 2025, with the authorization to purchase Office Supplies, Furniture & 
Equipment, Printer Ink Cartridge & Toner, Just-In-Time, Desktop Delivery, Open End, Catalogue Bid 
under this resolution of award until December 31, 2024; and 

 
WHEREAS, the maximum amount of the purchase of Office Supplies, Furniture & 

Equipment, Printer Ink Cartridge & Toner, Just-In-Time, Desktop Delivery, Open End, Catalogue Bid for 
the Borough of Metuchen is $16,000.00 and that there are sufficient funds for such award as certified from 
the 2024 Temporary Budget and 2024 Adopted Budget, Account   numbers   4-01-20-701-036,  4-01-20-
704-280,  4-01-20-708-036, 4-01-20-710-036, 4-01-21-721-283,  4-01-22-725-036,   4-01-25-745-036,  4-
01-26-764-036, 4-01-26-772-035, 4-01-27-785-036,  4-01-27-791-036,  4-01-28-795-168,   4-01-43-490-
036,  4-09-55-501-505, Trust Account Line Senior Center Trust T-16-56-861-861, Reserve for Fire 
Inspections T-16- 56-870-870, Equitable Sharing Federal Forfeited Funds T-15-56-858-859 and 
Recreation Trust T-22-56-859-859 for these services of which $14,000.00 previously certified from the 
2024 Adopted Budget and $2,000.00 from the designated Trust Funds; and 

 
WHEREAS, the maximum amount to purchase Office Supplies, Furniture & Equipment, 

Printer Ink Cartridge & Toner, Just-In-Time, Desktop Delivery, Open End, Catalogue Bid for the Borough 
of Metuchen is amended to a total not to exceed $16,000.00 from the various 2024 Adopted Budget 
appropriation accounts and $11,000.00 from the designated Trust Funds and that there are sufficient funds 
for such amended award as certified from the 2024 Adopted Budget and designated Trust Funds; and 

 
WHEREAS, the vendor chosen for award for purchase of Office Supplies, Furniture & 

Equipment, Printer Ink Cartridge & Toner, Just-In-Time, Desktop  Delivery, Open End, Catalogue Bid is 
W.B. Mason Co., Inc.,59 Centre Street, Brockton, MA, and B2B Supplies USA LLC dba Printing Supplies 
USA LLC, 10 Schalks Crossing Road, Ste 501A-301, Plainsboro, NJ 08536 for the period of May 28, 
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2024 through December 31, 2024; and 

 
WHEREAS, the County of Somerset, New Jersey shall be responsible for complying with 

the provisions of the Local Public Contracts Law (N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq.) and all other provisions of 
the revised statutes. 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of 

Metuchen, in the County of Middlesex as follows: 
 

The Chief Financial Officer and Borough Administrator are hereby authorized and directed to 
forward an amended Purchase Order to W.B. Mason Co., Inc., 59 Centre Street, Brockton, MA.  
 

RESOULTION 2024-284 
 

RESOLUTION OF SUPPORT FROM THE BOROUGH OF  
METUCHEN TO SUBMIT AN APPLICATION TO THE NEW JERSEY  

DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNITY AFFAIRS PRESERVE AND RESTORE THE COLONIAL 
CEMETERY GRANT 

 
WHEREAS, the Borough of Metuchen desires to apply for and obtain a grant from the New Jersey 

Department of Community Affairs for approximately $250,000.00 to carry out a project to preserve and 
restore the Colonial Cemetery in the Borough of Metuchen.  
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED: 
 

1) that the Borough of Metuchen does hereby authorize the application for such a grant; and  
 

2) recognizes and accepts that the Department may offer a lesser or greater amount and therefore, 
upon receipt of the grant agreement from the New Jersey Department of Community Affairs, does 
further authorize the execution of any such grant agreement; and also, upon receipt of the fully 
executed agreement from the Department, does further authorize the expenditure of funds pursuant 
to the terms of the agreement between the Borough of Metuchen and the New Jersey Department 
of Community Affairs. 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the persons whose names, titles, and signatures appear below are 

authorized to sign the application and that they or their successors in said titles are authorized to 
sign the agreement, and any other documents necessary in connection therewith. 

 

RESOULTION 2024-285 
 

RESOLUTION OF SUPPORT FROM THE BOROUGH OF METUCHEN  
TO SUBMIT AN APPLICATION TO THE NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNITY 

AFFAIRS FIRE APPARATUS GRANT 
 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Metuchen desires to apply for and obtain a grant from the New Jersey 
Department of Community Affairs for approximately $500,000.00 for the acquisition of fire apparatus in 
the Borough of Metuchen.  
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED: 
 

3) that the Borough of Metuchen does hereby authorize the application for such a grant; and  
 

4) recognizes and accepts that the Department may offer a lesser or greater amount and therefore, 
upon receipt of the grant agreement from the New Jersey Department of Community Affairs, does 
further authorize the execution of any such grant agreement; and also, upon receipt of the fully 
executed agreement from the Department, does further authorize the expenditure of funds pursuant 
to the terms of the agreement between the Borough of Metuchen and the New Jersey Department 
of Community Affairs. 
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the persons whose names, titles, and signatures appear 
below are authorized to sign the application and that they or their successors in said titles are authorized 
to sign the agreement, and any other documents necessary in connection therewith. 

 
RESOLUTION 2024-286 

 
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE OJECTIONS TO THE WHITMAN RENEWAL LLC 

APPLICATION TO THE EDISON PLANNING BOARD APPLICATION FOR PRELIMINARY 
AND FINAL SITE PLAN APPROVAL FOR THE PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT OF 

PROPERTY LOCATED AT 135 WHITMAN AVENUE, ALSO KNOWN AS LOTES 29, 30, AND 
31.11 IN BLOCK 199.01 ON THE TAX MAPS OF THE TOWNSHIP OF EDISON 

 
WHEREAS, the Borough of Metuchen received notice that Whitman Renewal LLC (“Whitman 

Renewal”) has applied to the Edison Township Planning Board of the proposed development of property 
located at 135 Whitman Avenue, also known as Lots 29, 30, and 31.11 in Block 199.01 on the Tax Maps 
of the Township of Edison (“Property”); and  

WHEREAS, Whitman Renewal proposes to construct: (1) a 50,400 square foot building with 
46,100 square feet of warehouse space and 4,300 square feet of ancillary offices, thirty-one (31) car 
parking spaces, and eleven (11) trailer parking spaces; and (2) a 10,125 square foot building with 8,925 
square feet of warehouse space and 1,200 square feet of ancillary offices, four (4) overhead doors, and 
nineteen (19) care parking spaces on the Property; and  

WHEREAS, Whitman Renewal seeks Preliminary and Final Site Plan Approval and such other 
relief, as may be required, including any variance, exceptions or waivers which may be deemed necessary 
by the Edison Planning Board or its professionals during the review of the application; and 

WHEREAS, the Borough Engineer and Planner provided reports of their review of the Whitman 
Renewal application to the Borough Administrator; and  

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council have reviewed the reports and authorizes and ratifies, Renaud 
Colicchio, LLC, the Borough Planning Board’s Legal Counsel’s, the Borough Planner and Engineer’s 
objections to the Whitman Renewal application before the Edison Planning Board. 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 
Metuchen that it hereby objects to the Whitman Renewal application before the Edison Planning Board, 
for the reasons set forth in the Borough Planner and Engineer’s reports and by the Borough’s Planning 
Board Counsel, and for any other reasons determined by the Borough Planner, Engineer and Planning 
Board Counsel that would adversely effect the Borough of Metuchen and its residents; and  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor, Borough Engineer and Planner, Administrator 
and all other Borough employees and officials are hereby authorized to take all action necessary to 
effectuate the Borough’s objection the Whitman Renewal application before the Edison Planning Board, 
including but not limited to the appearance and testimony before Edison Planning Board in object to the 
Whitman Renewal application. 

RESOLUTION 2024-287 
 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE REDUCTION OF THE PERFORMANCE GUARANTY 
FOR 215 DURHAM AVENUE AND 700 MIDDLESEX AVENUE –  

BLOCK 71, LOTS 37.01 & 37.02 – METUCHEN I, LLC AND METUCHEN III, LLC  
 

 WHEREAS, Metuchen I, LLC and Metuchen III, LLC have requested a reduction in the performance 
guaranty and 10% cash performance bond for various site improvements for Block 71, Lots 37.01 & 37.02 – 
215 Durham Avenue and 700 Middlesex Avenue; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough Engineer has reviewed the status of the site improvements and has agreed 
and recommended a partial reduction of the original performance guaranty amount as the improvements 
performed have been completed in an acceptable manner; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough Engineer recommends the partial release of the Letter of Credit, in the 
amount of $258,340.32 reduced from the posted amount of $369,057.60 for a new Letter of Credit figure of 
$110,717.28; and 
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 WHEREAS, the Borough Engineer recommends the partial release of the 10% cash bond, in the 
amount of $28,704.48 reduced from the previously set amount of $41,006.40 for a new cash bond figure of 
$12,301.92; and 
 
 WHEREAS, Metuchen I, LLC and Metuchen III, LLC shall post a revised/updated or new Letter of 
Credit in the amount of $110,717.28; and 
 
 WHEREAS, The Performance Guaranty reduction is conditioned upon the posting of the Cash Bond 
amount. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Metuchen 
that it hereby authorizes, pursuant to the recommendations of the Borough Engineer, the reduction of the 
Performance Guaranty for various site improvements for Block 71, Lots 37.01 & 37.02 – 215 Durham 
Avenue and 700 Middlesex Avenue from $369,057.60 to $110,717.28, and the Borough Clerk is hereby 
authorized and directed to accept a revised/updated or new Letter of Credit or other acceptable performance 
guaranty which shall be in a form suitable to the Borough Attorney and Borough Clerk. 
 
Other New Business 
 
Council President Delia made a motion to approve Resolution 2024-288 authorizing payment of the bill 
list in the amount of $396,822.20, second by Councilmember Giamboi, with all in favor, motion carried, 
6-0. 
 

RESOLUTION 2024-288 
 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE PAYMENT OF THE BILL LIST  
 
  BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Metuchen that the proper 
warrants be drawn, and all bills be paid totaling $396,822.20. 
 
 
Mayor Busch invited Councilmember Kandel to speak. 
 
Councilmember Kandel shared that he had recently been diagnosed with multiple myeloma, a cancer which 
affects the bone marrow. He expressed thanks to all those who have reached out to him to offer support and 
his appreciation for all who came to the meeting for him. Councilmember Kandel spoke about his upcoming 
treatment and said that, despite the many challenges ahead, he would be staying on Council and continuing 
to work for our community. 
 
Adjournment 
 
Council President Delia made a motion to adjourn the meeting, second by Councilmember Giamboi, with 
all in favor, 6-0, the meeting was adjourned at 8:02 p.m. 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Deborah Zupan, RMC 
Borough Clerk 


