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TREE REMOVAL PERMIT APPLICATION 

 

  

WHY A TREE REMOVAL PERMIT?  NJDEP required all municipalities with a Tier A MS4 Stormwater 
Permit to adopt and enforce an ordinance to control tree removal and replacement to reduce 
stormwater runoff and pollutants, and to promote infiltration of rainwater into the soil. The 
requirements of the tree removal permit can be found in Chapter 77 of the borough code.  Within 
this ordinance, there are limited exemptions for tree removals by residents on their own property.  

WHAT IF THE TREE IS WITHIN THE BOROUGH’S PROPERTY (RIGHT-OF-WAY)? A tree located within 
the right-of-way may not be removed. If showing signs of being hazardous please contact DPW 
(Department of Public Works) to inspect and possibly remove. 732-632-8563 

HOW CAN I PROVE OUR TREE IS HAZARDOUS? A letter from a certified arborist or licensed tree 
expert is required and the application must include the arborist/tree expert’s full name and license 
number. You can locate an LTE here on the state website.  You can find a certified arborist here.  The 
letter clearly must state the reasons the tree is considered hazardous, conforming to the 
definitions given in our tree removal ordinance. 

 

mailto:MWHITEHEAD@METUCHEN.COM
https://ecode360.com/45808806#45808806
https://ecode360.com/45818261
https://treeexpert.sna-apps.com/businessdirectory
https://www.treesaregood.org/findanarborist/findanarborist
https://ecode360.com/45818210#45818210


Borough of Metuchen Tree Removal Permit Application 
 

OFFICE USE ONLY 
DATE RECEIVED: FEE AMOUNT: TREE APPLICATION NO.: 

1. LOCATION 

Address _____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Block _________________________ Lot ______________________________ Zone_____________________________ 

2. OWNER OF PROPERTY 

Name  _____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Address (if other than location)   _______________________________________________________________________ 

Phone ________________________________________ Email _______________________________________________ 

3. LICENSED TREE EXPERT/CERTIFIED ARBORIST  

Name ____________________________________ License Number ___________________________________________ 

4. APPLICATION TYPE (CHECK ONE AND/OR CIRCLE ONE) 

Category Tree Removed 
(DBH) 

Number to be removed Hazard as noted by (LTE) 
YES or NO 

1 Less than 12” (street trees); 
6” to less than 12” (other trees) 

  

2 12” to less than 18”   

3 18” to less than 24”   

4 24” to less than 30”   

5 30” to less than 36”   

6 36” or greater   

5. TREE REPLACEMENT (REFER TO CHAP 77-3) 

Total Removal Tree Replacement Qty 
Required 

Qty (After Exemption, if 
allowed) 

 

   

Note: Calculations that result in a fractional number shall be rounded to the nearest whole number. 



6. PROPOSED TREES 

How many trees are proposed and state their species, size, and location.    __________ Trees Proposed 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

7. REQUIRED PAYMENT (IF APPLICABLE)  

Application fee is $100 for removal of any homeowner tree with a DBH of 6” or more, unless 
the tree or trees are deemed Hazardous by a Certified Arborist or Licensed Tree Expert. 

If owner is unable to plant trees on property, then a $500/tree fee is required (after possible 
exemptions applied).  Payments will be used for the Metuchen Tree Bank Fund. 

 

Balance of Unplanted Trees  _______________________________ 

 

  Fee Amount Required for Tree Bank Fund  _______________________________  

 

8. OWNERS CONSENT 

I, THE UNDERSIGNED, HEREBY MAKE AN APPLICATION FOR A TREE REMOVAL PERMIT, PRESENTED TO THE ZONING OFFICER, 
ONLY FOR THE LOCATION AND THE WORK DESCRIBED HEREIN AND CERTIFY TO THE ACCCURACY OF THAT INFORMATION. I 
FURTHER ACKNOWLEDGE THAT IT IS MY RESPONSIBILITY TO BE AWARE OF AND COMPLY WITH ALL ZONING REQUIREMENTS OF 
THE BOROUGH OF METUCHEN RELATING TO THIS APPLICATION. I UNDERSTAND THAT FAILURE TO PROVIDE ACCURATE 
INFORMATION OR TO COMPLY WITH ANY PROVISIONS OF THE PERMIT RENDERS IT NULL AND VOID AND MAY RESULT IN AN 
ENFORCEMENT ACTION. BY SIGNING THIS APPLICATION, YOU ARE CERTIFYING THAT THE ABOVE STATED INFORMATION IS 
ACCURATE, AND THE SURVEY SUBMITTED WITH THIS APPLICATION IS A TRUE REPRESENTATION OF THE PROPERTY.  

Owner’s Consent Signature: ____________________________________________ 

Owner Print Name: ____________________________________________________ Date: ____________  

9. SHADE TREE COMMISSION CONSENT (if applicable)  

STC Consent Signature: _______________________________________________ 

STC Print Name: ____________________________________________________  Date: ____________  

10. ADMINISTRATOR CONSENT (if applicable)  

Administrator Consent Signature: _______________________________________ 

Administrator Print Name: ____________________________________________  Date: ____________  

AS PER RESOLUTION NO. 2009-62 DEDICATION BY RIDER, DEVELOPER’S CONTRIBUTION FOR TREE PLANTING: THE BOROUGH 
OF METUCHEN IS PERMITTED TO RECEIVE AMOUNTS INCURRED FOR DEVELOPER’S CONTRIBUTION FOR SHADE TREE 
PLANTING AS PROVIDED IN THE MUNICIPAL CODE.  



C H E C K L I S T 

*Please review the checklist to see what needs to be submitted with your application for a 
Tree Removal Permit *  

For all applications, you must submit the following items mentioned in the checklist, along 
with one original tree removal permit application.  

Proposed:     Provide: 

Removal of Hazardous Tree □ Pictures of proposed removed tree(s) from all 
angles 

□ Letter from Certified Arborist or License Tree 
Expert stating the reason for it being hazardous 

□ License number of said certified arborist or 
license tree expert 
 

Removal of Non-Hazardous 
Tree 

□ $100 permit fee 
Landscape Plan showing the following: 

□ All Existing Trees  
□ Marked trees that are being removed 
□ Proposed trees with size and species type 

If not replacing removed tree: 
□ $500/tree fee for all replacement trees not being 

planted 
 

REMINDER! Fees may be made payable by check to the “Borough of Metuchen.” Within 10-
business days of submission, you will receive either an approval or denial. 

 


