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Gymnocladus Dioicus v. Where location is Spring to Fall Comply with all 
Prairie Titan clear overhead, not specifications and 
(Kentucky Coff eetree) adjacent to street planting procedures 

and there are no required for the 
nearby utilities or specific tree 
wires overhead species. 

Metasequoia Glyptostroboides Where location is Spring to Fall Comply with all 
(Dawn Redwood) clear overhead, not specifications and 

adjacent to street planting procedures 
and there are no required for the 
nearby utilities or specific tree 
wires overhead species. 

Larix Decidua Where location is Spring to Fall Comply with all 
(European Larch) clear overhead, not specifications and 

adjacent to street planting procedures 
and there are no required for the 
nearby utilities or specific tree 
wires overhead species. 

Larix Kaempferi Where location is Spring to Fall Comply with all 
(Japanese Larch) clear overhead, not specifications and 

adjacent to street planting procedures 
and there are no required for the 
nearby utilities or specific tree 
wires overhead species. 

Nyssa Sylvatica Where location is Spring to Fall Comply with all 
(Black Gum) clear overhead, not specifications and 

adjacent to street planting procedures 
and there are no required for the 
nearby utilities or specific tree 
wires overhead species. 

Zelkova serrata (Zelkova) Where location is Spring to Fall Comply with all 
clear overhead, not specifications and 
adjacent to street planting procedures 
and there are no required for the 
nearby utilities or specific tree 
wires overhead species. 
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List of Tree Species That Are Prohibited for Use as Replacement Trees 

Tree Species 
Botanical Name 

(Common Name) 
Any species considered invasive (i.e. Pyrus varieties, Pear trees) or 
not on the above list of acceptable trees without written approval of 
the Borough representative. 

SECTION 2. Section 110-4 (Definitions) in Article 1 (Title; Purpose; Definitions) in Part I 
(General Provisions) in Chapter 110 (Land Development) of the Code of the Borough of Metuchen 
is hereby amended to read as follows: 

§ 110-4 Definitions. 

ADD: DIAtv1ETER AT BREAST HEIGHT (DBH) 
The diameter of the trunk of a mature tree generally measured at a point four and a 

half (4 ½) feet above ground level from the uphill side of the tree. For species of trees 
where the main trunk divides below the 4 ½ foot height, the DBH shall be measured at the 
highest point before any division. 

REVISE: TREE CALIPER 
The diameter of the trunk of a young tree, measured six ( 6) inches from the soil 

line. For young trees whose caliper exceeds four (4) inches, the measurement is taken 
twelve (12) inches above the soil line. 

SECTION 3. Subsection K. in Section 110-47 (Submission requirements) in Article 11 (Major 
Subdivision Applications) in Part II (Applications for Development) in Chapter 110 (Land 
Development) of the Code of the Borough of Metuchen is hereby amended to read as follows: 

K. A property survey of the tract to be developed and all adjacent properties within 75 
feet of the same, showing and identifying the existing location of the following information: 

( 1) Property lines and reference comers. 

(2) Structures, both on the tract to be developed and all adjacent properties, 
including setback distances from all property lines. 

(3) Other man-made features, such as culverts, drainpipes, fences and retaining 
walls. 
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(4) Unique landforms, natural features, watercourses or bodies of water. 

(5) Vegetation, including all lawn, shrubs, wooded areas and individual trees 
over four (4) inches in DBH. 

(6) The public right-of-way adjacent to the tract, including improvements such 
as sidewalks, curbs, driveway aprons, street paving, utility poles, hydrants and shade trees. 

(7) Utilities, including the type and/or width of all lateral connections or 
easements for water, sanitary sewer, electricity, telephone and cable television. 

(8) Easements or rights-of-way affecting the tract to be developed, whether 
public or private, including an attached written statement of the extent, limits and purpose 
of the easement rights. 

(9) Graphic scale. 

(10) North arrow. 

(11) The above is to be drawn at a scale not larger than one inch equals 50 feet. 

SECTION 4. Subsection K. in Section 110-53 (Submission requirements) in Article 13 (Major 
Site Plan Applications) in Part II (Applications for Development) in Chapter 110 (Land 
Development) of the Code of the Borough of Metuchen is hereby amended to read as follows: 

K. Property survey of the tract to be developed and all adjacent properties within 75 
feet of the same, showing and identifying the existing location of the following information: 

(1) Property lines and reference comers. 

(2) Structures, both on the tract to be developed and all adjacent properties, 
including setback distances from all property lines. 

(3) Other man-made features, such as culverts, drainpipes, fences and retaining 
walls. 

(4) Unique landforms, natural features, watercourses or bodies of water. 

(5) Vegetation, including all lawn, shrubs, wooded areas and individual trees 
over four (4) inches in DBH. 

SECTION 5. Section 110.112-7 (Design and landscape provisions) in Article 23 (Supplementary 
Regulations) in Part III (Zoning) in Chapter 110 (Land Development) of the Code of the Borough 
of Metuchen is hereby amended to read as follows: 
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§ 110-112.7 Design and landscape provisions. 

The following provisions shall apply to all applications involving construction, reconstruction, or 
addition to a single- or two-family detached dwelling. In the case of an application involving less 
than 500 square feet of construction, reconstruction, or an addition to a single- or two-family 
detached dwelling, the following provisions may be waived at the determination of the reviewing 
agency or the Zoning Officer. 

A. Orientation. The dwelling shall be oriented to face to and relate to the street and 
sidewalk in terms of the footprint location and front entrance. On corner lots, the reviewing agency 
or the Zoning Officer shall have the ability to determine which street such dwelling shall face and 
relate to as the primary street and which side shall be treated as a secondary street for the purposes 
of orientation. 

B. Facade width. The width of any facade facing a street shall not extend greater than 
40 feet. Such facade may extend beyond 40 feet by stepping inward or outward with offsets of a 
minimum of eight (8) feet. The width of any facade facing a street to achieve the required stepping 
shall extend no less than eight (8) feet. For the purposes of this subsection, a covered porch at least 
four ( 4) feet in depth, 10 feet in width and located not greater than four ( 4) feet from the garage 
shall meet the intent of being a portion of the facade facing the street. These provisions shall apply 
to pre-existing dwellings that currently conform to these provisions and new dwellings only. 

C. Garage locations and design. A one- or two-car garage facing the street shall be 
recessed behind the nearest portion of the facade facing the street with an offset of a minimum of 
eight (8) feet. Any three-car garage shall be located to face the side or rear of the property and not 
the street. Any garage facing the side or rear of the property shall be recessed behind the nearest 
portion of the facade facing the street with an offset of a minimum of four ( 4) feet. For the purposes 
of this subsection, a covered porch at least four ( 4) feet in depth, 10 feet in width and located not 
greater than four ( 4) feet from the garage shall meet the intent of being a portion of the facade 
facing the street. The width of the portion of the facade facing the street containing the garage shall 
not exceed 40% of the overall facade facing the street or 30 feet, whichever is less. In no case shall 
the garage door(s) be closer to the street than the main entry door. These provisions shall apply to 
preexisting dwellings that currently conform to these provisions and new dwellings only. 

D. Repetition of building design. The same building design shall not be utilized on 
adjacent lots not within 200 feet of another dwelling of the same design. Building design shall vary 
in terms of footprint, architectural elevations, fenestration, type of roof, height, entrance and 
garage location, architectural style, materials and colors and details. This provision shall only 
apply to an application involving a subdivision. 

E. Existing vegetation. To the greatest extent possible, significant existing vegetation 
in good health and condition shall be preserved. Particular consideration shall be given to 
preserving any tree greater than four (4)inches in DBH, as well as existing stands of trees and tall 
shrubs and hedgerows along property lines. In cases where trees are removed, their replacement 
shall be provided in accordance with Chapter 77. 
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F. Foundation plantings. The base along the front(s) and side(s) of each dwelling as 
well as porches and entrance platforms in the front yard(s) and side yard(s) of each dwelling shall 
be planted consisting of evergreen and deciduous shrubs. Such plantings shall be a minimum of 
two (2) feet tall at time of planting and spaced an average of three (3) feet on center. To avoid 
monocultures, the following species diversity shall be used: where up to 10 plants are proposed, 
not more than one-half(½ proposed plants shall be of any one species; where 11 to 30 plantings 
are proposed, not more than one-third (½) of the proposed plantings shall be of any one species; 
and where greater than 30 plantings are proposed, not more than one-quarter(¼) of the proposed 
plantings shall be of any one species. Plantings shall be selected from the recommended Borough 
plant list. A planting bed containing extensive flower and ground cover shall extend a minimum 
of two (2) feet in front of the foundation plantings along the entire facade facing a street. 

G. Front yard tree plantings. The front yard(s) of each dwelling shall be planted with 
a minimum of one (1) shade tree and one (1) flowering tree for each 50 feet of frontage along the 
street or part thereof. On front yards where healthy and mature shade and/or flowering trees 
currently exist and are being preserved, such shall count toward the requirement. Shade trees shall 
be a minimum of two and a half (2 ½) inches in caliper, and flowering trees shall be a minimum 
of two (2) inches in caliper at time of planting. To avoid monocultures, the following species 
diversity shall be used: where three (3) to five (5) shade and/or three (3) to five (3) flowering trees 
are proposed, not more than two-thirds(½) of the proposed shade and/or flowering trees shall be 
of any one species; and where greater than five (5) shade and/or five (5) flowering trees are 
proposed, not more than one-half(½) of the proposed shade and/or flowering trees shall be of any 
one species. Shade trees shall be selected from Attachment A contained within Chapter 77. If the 
approving authority determines that some or all of the shade and/or flowering trees cannot be 
accommodated in the front yard(s) on the subject premises, the applicant shall pay to the Shade 
Tree Commission the sum of $500 per shade tree and $250 per flowering tree required, to be used 
by the Shade Tree Commission for the planting of trees on public lands in the Borough. Newly 
planted trees shall be monitored for a period of one (1) year to ensure the health of the trees. If the 
trees die within the one-year period, the developer/applicant shall replace the dead tree(s). The 
developer/applicant shall remain liable to replace trees, notwithstanding that the subject premises 
may have been conveyed to another person or entity. 

H. Street trees. Street trees shall be provided in accordance with Article 46 of this 
chapter. 

I. Public sidewalks and private walkways. Public sidewalks and private walkways 
shall be provided in accordance with Article 34 of this chapter. 

SECTION 6. Section 110-128 (Standards) in Article 26 (Subdivision Development Standards) in 
Part IV (Development and Design Standards) in Chapter 110 (Land Development) of the Code of 
the Borough of Metuchen is hereby amended to read as follows: 

The following standards shall be used to prepare any development plan for a subdivision: 
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A. Blocks. The length, width and area of blocks created within bounding roads 
creating blocks shall be such as to accommodate the lot areas and dimensions required by Part III 
of this chapter for the specific district in which the block is located and to provide for convenient 
access, circulation, control and safety of street traffic. 

B. Lots. No lot shall be created on which development may be rendered impracticable 
due to significant environmental or man-made constraints, such as steep slopes, wetlands, 
:floodplains, flood hazard areas, drainage or other natural conditions or lack of sewer capacity, 
utility service, vehicular access or other man-made conditions. Where such conditions occur, the 
affected land shall be incorporated into the adjoining lots or contiguous open space. Where there 
are unanswered questions as to the suitability of a lot for its intended use due to any of the above
referenced factors or similar circumstances, the Board may, after adequate investigation, withhold 
approval of such a lot. 

C. Lot lines. Side lot lines shall be at right angles to straight street lines and radial to 
curved street lines, wherever practical. 

D. Setbacks. Slight variations in setbacks may be provided at the discretion of the 
Board, in order to provide visual interest and relieve the sometimes negative effect of multiple lots 
with uniform setbacks. 

E. Repetition of building design. The same building design for single- and two-family 
dwellings shall not be utilized on more than two adjacent lots nor within 200 feet of another 
building of the same design. Building designs shall vary in terms of footprint, architectural 
elevations, fenestration, type of roof, height, entrance and garage locations, architectural style, 
materials, colors and details. 

F. Existing vegetation. To the greatest extent possible, significant existing vegetation 
in good health and condition shall be preserved. Particular consideration shall be given to 
preserving any existing tree greater than four (4) inches in DBH, as well as existing stands of trees 
and tall shrubs and hedgerows along or near lot lines. In cases where trees are removed, their 
replacement shall be provided in accordance with Chapter 77. 

G. Foundation plantings. The base of the front and sides of all single- and two-family 
dwellings shall be planted with foundation plantings consisting of evergreen and/or semi
evergreen shrubs and trees. Such plantings shall be a minimum of two (2) feet tall at time of 
planting and spaced an average of three (3) feet on center. 

H. Replacement of dead plantings. The developer shall be required to replace dead or 
dying plant material for a period of two (2) years from the date of issuance of a final zoning permit 
for occupancy and shall post a maintenance guaranty for such pursuant to Article 58 of this chapter. 
If plant material is dead or dying during a planting season, it shall be replaced that same season. If 
plant material is dead or dying during a non-planting season, it shall be replaced as soon as 
reasonably possible at the start of the next planting season. 
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SECTION 7. Article 46 (Tree Standards) in Part IV (Development and Design Standards) in 
Chapter 110 (Land Development) of the Code of the Borough of Metuchen is hereby amended to 
read as follows: 

§ 110-179 Applicability. 

This article shall apply to all applications for development. 

§ 110-180 Street trees. 

The following standards shall be used to prepare and review any development plan: 

A. Location and spacing. Street trees shall be provided at intervals of approximately 
30 to 35 feet along each side of all streets, public or private, existing or proposed. In addition, the 
approving authority may also require additional street trees to be massed at critical points along 
the street, such as the visual termination of a curve in the roadway. On streets where healthy and 
mature street trees currently exist and are being preserved, such may count toward the requirement. 

B. Planting placement. Street trees shall be planted a minimum of three (3) feet inside 
the sidewalk, on or near the right-of-way line or, if such location is not possible, in the planting 
strip, between the curb and the sidewalk ( or where same would be located if they existed). On 
streets where existing street trees are consistently located at a certain location so as to form a line 
parallel to the street, street trees may be placed to continue this pattern. The placement and type of 
street trees shall be such so as not to interfere with below-grade utilities, roadways, sidewalks or 
streetlights. 

C. Corner lots and driveways. No street tree shall be planted in a planting strip, 
between the curb and the sidewalk, within 25 feet of the intersecting curb lines ( or edges of 
pavement where no curbs exist) of an intersection or within 10 feet of a driveway apron. 

D. Type. The species of street trees planted shall be selected from Attachment A 
contained within Chapter 77. 

E. Size. Street trees shall be planted at a minimum size of two and a half (2 ½) inches 
in caliper at time of planting. 

F. Borough Shade Tree Commission. In determining the number, location and type of 
proposed street trees, the Borough Shade Tree Commission may act in an advisory capacity to the 
approving authority. 

G. If the Borough Zoning Officer or the approving authority determines that some or 
all of the street trees cannot be accommodated on or along the front of the subject premises, the 
applicant shall pay to the Shade Tree Commission the sum of $500 per street tree required, to be 
used by the Shade Tree Commission for the planting of trees on public lands in the Borough. 
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H. Newly planted street trees shall be monitored for a period of one (1) year to ensure 
the health of the trees. If the street trees die within the one-year period, the developer/applicant 
shall replace the dead tree(s). The developer/applicant shall remain liable to replace trees, 
notwithstanding that the subject premises may have been conveyed to another person or entity. 

§ 110-181 (Reserved) 

§ 110-181.1 (Reserved) 

§ 110-181.2 (Reserved) 

§ 110-181.3 (Reserved) 

§ 110-181.4 (Reserved) 

§ 110-181.5 (Reserved) 

§ 110-181.6 (Reserved) 

§ 110-181.7 (Reserved) 

§ 110-181.8 (Reserved) 

§ 110-182 (Reserved) 
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SECTION 8. If any section, subsection, paragraph, sentence, clause or phrase of this Ordinance 
shall be declared invalid for any reason whatsoever, such decision shall not affect the remaining 
portions of this Ordinance, which shall continue in full force and effect, and to this end, the 
provisions of this Ordinance are hereby declared to be severable. 

SECTION 9. All prior ordinances, or any section, subsection, paragraph, sentence, clause or 
phrase of ordinances, inconsistent with the within ordinance are hereby repealed. 

SECTION 10. This Ordinance shall take effect upon final passage and publication and filing with 
the County of Middlesex County Planning Board, according to law. 

Introduction: 
Date of Publication: 

COUNCILMEMBER 

BRANCH 

DELIA 

GIAMBOI 

MOTION 

October 7, 2024 
October 11, 2024 

YES NO NV 

X 

X 

X 

GIAMBOI 
X - INDICATES VOTE 

AB COUNCILMEMBER YES NO NV AB 

HYMAN X 

JETHWANI X 

KANDEL X 

SECOND BRANCH 
AB-ABSENT NV- NOT VOTING 

I hereby certify the foregoing to be a true copy of an ordinance introduced by the Borough 
Council of the Borough of Metuchen, Middlesex County, New Jersey at a regular meeting held 
On October 7, 2024. 

~~c~--
Borough Clerk 
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Adopted: 
Date of Publication: 

COUNCILMEMBER 
BRANCH 

DELIA 
GIAMBOI 
MOTION 

October 28, 2024 
November 1, 2024 

YES NO NV AB 
X 
X 
X 

DELIA 

COUNCILMEMBER YES NO NV 
HYMAN X 

JETHWANI X 
KANDEL X 
SECOND GIAMBOI 

X - INDICATES VOTE AB-ABSENT NV- NOT VOTING 

AB 

I hereby certify the foregoing to be a true copy of an ordinance adopted by the Borough 
Council of the Borough of Metuchen, Middlesex County, New Jersey at a regular meeting held 
on October 28, 2024. 

De orah Zupan, RMC 
Borough Clerk 

ATTEST: 

orough Clerk 


