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DESCRIPTION OF APPLICATION

Iron & Pine Tattoo Company LLC {the Applicant) is the proposed tenant of
approximately 1000 square feet of space in a shopping center located at 279 Central Avenue,
Metuchen, New Jersey. Iron & Pine seeks to operate a body art (tattoo) studio in the premises
along with an office for the business. There will be no exterior changes to the building and site
other than changing the name on the existing signage, and interior changes will be minimal

upgrades,

The principals of Iron & Pine are Carolina Alvarado-Kitchen and Shawn Hannon. They
will be personally operating the business. It is anticipated that they will have limited additional
employees and since only one client can be serviced by each artist at a time, there will not be
more than 2 or 3 clients present at any given time. They will operate by appointment and will
be open from 12 p.m. to 8 p.m., 6 days a week. They will explain the nature of the business at

the hearing as well as the highly regulated nature of the profession.

There are currently 32 parking spaces on the site, and 30 spaces are required for the
existing uses, a pizza restaurant (1600 sq. ft.), dog groomer (800 sq. ft.), two hair salons {1300
sq. ft. total), 2 2 bedroom apartments (800 sq. ft. each), and the applicant’s space (1000 sq. ft.).
This will not change. The proposed body art studio is in the same use group as the hair salon

that previously occupied the space and therefore there is no need for any additional parking.

The zoning department has determined that a tattoo and body art studio is not a
permitted use in the B-2 Zone. Therefore, Iron & Pine will offer the expert testimony of a
planner to explain how this location is particularly suited for the business, that special reasons
exist for granting a variance to allow this business, and how the proposed business will not be
detrimental to either the public good or the zoning ordinance. In fact, the testimony will show

that this business will fit in nicely in the shopping center and this location, and that the business

will be an asset to the area.
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